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Abst r act

Thi s docunent captures the rationale for the changes introduced in
RFC 8714, "Update to the Process for Selection of Trustees for the
| ETF Trust".

At the time RFC 8714 was published, the changes to the | ETF

Admi ni strative Support Activity, Version 2.0 (1ASA 2.0) had an i npact
on the | ETF Trust because nenbers of the | ETF Administrative
Oversight Conmittee (1 AOCC), which was being phased out, had served as
Trustees of the |ETF Trust. This docunent provides background on the
past | ETF Trust arrangenents, explains the effect of the rules in the
foundi ng docunents during the transition to the new arrangenent, and
provides a rationale for the update.

Status of This Meno

Thi s docunent is not an Internet Standards Track specification; it is
publ i shed for informational purposes.

Thi s docunent is a product of the Internet Engineering Task Force
(IETF). It represents the consensus of the |IETF conmmunity. It has
recei ved public review and has been approved for publication by the
Internet Engineering Steering Group (IESG. Not all docunents
approved by the | ESG are candi dates for any |level of Internet

St andard; see Section 2 of RFC 7841.

I nformati on about the current status of this docunent, any errata,
and how to provide feedback on it may be obtained at
https://ww. rfc-editor.org/info/rfc8715

Copyri ght Notice

Copyright (c) 2020 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Docunents
(https://trustee.ietf.org/license-info) in effect on the date of
publication of this docunment. Please review these docunments
carefully, as they describe your rights and restrictions with respect
to this docunment. Code Conponents extracted fromthis docunment nust
include Sinplified BSD License text as described in Section 4.e of
the Trust Legal Provisions and are provided without warranty as
described in the Sinplified BSD License.
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I ntroduction

Thi s docunent captures the rationale for the changes introduced in
[ RFC8714] .

At the time [RFC8714] was published, the changes to the | ETF

Admi ni strative Support Activity, Version 2.0 (1ASA 2.0) had an i npact
on the I ETF Trust [RFC4071] [RFC4371] [RFC8711]. This is because
menbers of the | ETF Administrative Oversight Conmittee (1 ACC), which
was bei ng phased out, had served as Trustees of the |ETF Trust. A

m ni mal change regarding the selection of the Trustees is inplenmented
by [ RFC8714].

Thi s conpani on meno provi des some background on the details of the
past | ETF Trust arrangenents, explains the effect of the rules in the
foundi ng docunents during the transition to the new arrangement, and
provides a rationale for the update.

Backgr ound

The purpose of the | ETF Trust is to acquire, hold, maintain, and
license certain existing and future intellectual property and other
property used in connection with the adm nistration of the | ETF

[ RFC8714]. The intellectual property is, for instance, rights that
the I ETF contributors grant for text in RFCs and Internet-Drafts.

The | ETF Trust al so nmanages trademarks such as "I ETF' and domain
nanes such as "ietf.org". The IETF Trust is also serving the broader
Internet community by hol di ng domai ns and tradenmarks associated with
the Internet Assigned Nunbers Authority (1ANA) [ RFC7979].

The I ETF Trust is a legal entity, registered in the Commonweal th of
Virginia [Trust-FD .

Previously, the menbers of the | ACC al so served as ex officio
Trustees of the IETF Trust. The foundi ng docunments specify persons
eligible to becone Trustees as having to be then-current nenbers of
the 1ACC [Trust-FD]. The docunents also specify that if for any
reason there are fewer than three individuals serving as Trustees,
then the Internet Engineering Steering Goup (IESG, or the IESG s
successor as the | eadership of the | ETF, shall appoint one or nore
individuals to serve in a tenporary capacity as Trustee(s) unti

el i gi bl e persons can be found.

In the previous system there were eight voting nmenbers of the | ACC.
Two were named by the | ETF Nominating Conmittee (NonCon), one by the
I nternet Engineering Steering Group (IESG, one by the Internet
Architecture Board (1 AB), and one by the Internet Society (ISOC)
Board of Trustees. There were three ex officio nenbers via their
roles as |ETF Chair, 1SOC CEOQ, and IAB Chair. In addition, the |ETF
Administrative Director (1 AD) was a non-voting | AOC menber who al so
served as one of the Trustees.

General Approach

There were two basic approaches to resolving the issue with the

Trust ees once the | AOC ceased to exist. One approach would be to
merge all 1 ETF Trust functions in the new | ASA structure and under
the new | egal entity. However, this nenp advocates a second approach
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where the | ETF Trust is kept independent.

The rationale for advocating the second approach is, in part, to

m nim ze changes to the IETF Trust while the |ETF s administrative
structure i s undergoing maj or change. |In addition, the | ETF Trust
and other adnministrative | ETF processes are quite different. Wile
very inportant, the IETF Trust is a lowactivity entity where changes
are mnimal and gradual, and there are no pressing issues.

Changi ng the Way Trustees Are Sel ected

When the Trustees were serving on both the I ETF Trust and the | AOC
many of the requirenments for nam ng a particular group of people were
driven by the IACC s requirenents. For the |ETF Trust in the new
nodel , sone of those arrangenents were rethought, both in terns of
the nunmber and source of the Trustees, as well as the desired

qual ifications and | ength of terns.

Several options were possible, of course. A newy designed selection
process could have been devised, but in this docunent we argue for
limted change based largely on the fact that a) the | ETF Trust
arrangenments worked generally well, b) the expected tinme commtnent
is expected to be nodest, and c) the assets need very carefu
managermnent .

As a result, a smaller group of Trustees appeared sufficient.

In addition, the ternms set for the Trustees selected fromthe | ETF
community could be |onger than the two-year period typical of other
| ETF bodi es.

One coul d have continued the practice of having the chairs and CEGCs
fromthe IETF, 1 AB, and Internet Society be Trustees as well, but
this may not be necessary. |n general, the tasks of the | ETF Trust
are well defined, and while there is a need for coordination, it does
not need to be at the | evel of chairs or CEGCs.

G ven all this, one approach was to have Trustees appointed by the
NonCom the IESG and the | SOC Board of Trustees. (One might also
have considered the | ETF Adnministration LLC | egal entity instead of
the Internet Society for this role, but the Internet Society is
perhaps nmore suitable for the role given their focus on the broad use
of the IETF Trust assets and not nerely admnistrative aspects.)

If the sanme principles used for previous appointnents continued to be
used, then appointnments perforned by the NonCom woul d need to be
confirnmed by another entity. This could be, for instance, either the
| ESG or the AB. The | ESG had previously been the confirm ng body
for the ACC, so it has been retained in that role for the Trustees.

Transition

When the new entity for the | ETF Administration LLC was set up, the
| AOC was expected to be discontinued soon thereafter. Fortunately,
there was no pressing need to change all the conponents of the | ACC
and its dependent organizations at the same tine. As discussed in
Section 2, the I1ESG holds the ability to continue to nane Trust ees.
Once the updated procedures were in place, the IETF Trust had its
management noni nated in the usual manner, and the | ESG s exception
process was no | onger needed.

Security Considerations
This meno has no security inplications for the Internet.

| ANA Consi der ati ons



Thi s docunent has no | ANA acti ons.
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