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The | ETF-1SOC Rel ati onship
Abst r act

Thi s document sunmarizes the Internet Engineering Task Force (I ETF) -
Internet Society (1SOC) relationship, following a major revision to
the structure of the | ETF Administrative Support Activity (1ASA) in
2018. The |1 ASA was revised under a new "I ASA 2. 0" structure by the

| ASA2 Wor ki ng Group, which changed the | ETF' s adnministrative, |egal
and financial structure. As a result, it also changed the

rel ationship between the | ETF and | SOC, which made it necessary to
revi se RFC 2031.

Status of This Meno

Thi s docunent is not an Internet Standards Track specification; it is
publ i shed for informational purposes.

Thi s docunent is a product of the Internet Engineering Task Force
(ITETF). It represents the consensus of the IETF community. It has
recei ved public review and has been approved for publication by the
I nternet Engineering Steering Goup (IESG. Not all docunents
approved by the | ESG are candi dates for any |evel of Internet

St andard; see Section 2 of RFC 7841.

I nformati on about the current status of this docunent, any errata,
and how to provide feedback on it nmay be obtained at
https://ww. rfc-editor.org/info/rfc8712

Copyri ght Notice

Copyright (c) 2020 I ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Documents
(https://trustee.ietf.org/license-info) in effect on the date of
publication of this docunment. Please review these docunments
carefully, as they describe your rights and restrictions with respect
to this docunent. Code Conponents extracted fromthis docunent nust
include Sinplified BSD Li cense text as described in Section 4.e of
the Trust Legal Provisions and are provided without warranty as
described in the Sinplified BSD License.
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I ntroduction and History

The Internet Society provides a corporate honme for the administrative
entity that supports the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF), the
Internet Architecture Board (1AB), and the Internet Research Task
Force (I RTF), and supports the work of these groups through a variety
of prograns.

The I nternet Engi neering Task Force (IETF) is the body that is
responsi bl e for the devel opment and nai ntenance of the Internet

Standards. The IETF is primarily a volunteer organization. |Its
driving force is a group of dedicated, high-quality engineers from
all over the world. In a structure of working groups, these

engi neers exchange i deas and experience, and through di scussion and
col l aboration (both electronically and face-to-face), they strive to
achi eve rough consensus and inpl enent the standards through running
code.

The growth of the Internet over several decades has also led to the
grow h of the |ETF. Mre and nore people, organizations, and
conpanies rely on Internet Standards. Nontechnical issues, such as

| egal, adninistrative, and financial issues had | ong been an

undesi rabl e but unavoi dable part of the IETF. To address these

i ssues, the | ETF established the Poi sed95 Working Group in 1995. Its
goal was to structure and docunent the | ETF processes in order to
maxim ze the flexibility and freedom of | ETF engi neers so that they
could work in the way the | ETF had al ways been npst successful and to
honor the | ETF credo: "Rough consensus and runni ng code"

The Poi sed95 Working Group concluded that the Internet Society
(1SCC), which was forned in 1992, was the best organization to handl e
all of these legal, adninistrative, and financial tasks on behal f of,
and in close cooperation with, the IETF. This led to docunenting
things such as the | ETF standards process [ RFC2026], the | ETF

organi zational structure [RFC2028], the | ETF Nom nating Conmmittee
(NonmCom procedures [ RFC2027], and the I ETF-1SCC rel ationship

[ RFC2031] .

As tinme passed and operational experience accunul ated, additiona
structure was necessary. As a result, the Internet Administrative
Support Activity (1ASA) was defined in 2005 and documented in

[ RFC4071] and [ RFC4371].

In 2018, the | ASA was revised under a new "I ASA 2.0" structure by the
| ASA2 Worki ng Group, which nade significant revisions to the |ETF s
adm ni strative, legal, and financial structure. One critical outcone
was the formation, in close cooperation between the | ETF and | SCC, of
the 1ETF Admi nistration Limted Liability Conpany (I ETF LLC) as a
subsidiary of |SCC.

As a result of the ASA 2.0 structure [RFC8711] and formation of the
| ETF LLC, the relationship between the | ETF and | SOC has changed.
Thi s docunent summarizes the current state of the | ETF-1SOC

relati onship at a high I evel and replaces [ RFC2031].

Phi | osophi cal Rel ationship with |ISOC

| SCC and the | ETF have historically been philosophically aligned.
| SOC s connection with the | ETF conmunity has al ways pl ayed an



important role in its policy work, which has not changed. |SCC has
al ways been and continues to be an advocate for nultistakehol der
processes, which includes the technical community. Open standards
are an explicit part of one of the focus areas in | SOC s ni ssion
advanci ng the devel opment and application of Internet infrastructure,
technol ogi es, and open standards [l SOC-M ssi on].

Mai n Di vision of Responsibilities between | ETF and | SOC

The | ETF remai ns responsi ble for the devel opnment and quality of the
Internet Standards. Apart fromthe roles described below, the |ETF
and | SOC acknowl edge that | SOC as an organi zati on has no direct

i nfl uence what soever on the technical content of Internet Standards
(though |1 SOC enpl oyees may i ndependently continue to nmake technica
contributions as individuals).

|SOC s Role in the | ETF Standards Process

I SOC plays a small role in the | ETF standards process. In
particular, |SCC assists the standards process by appointing the | ETF
NonCom chair and by confirm ng | AB candi dates who are put forward by
the | ETF NonCom as described in [RFC8713], and by acting as the | ast
resort in the appeals process, as described in [ RFC2026].

I SOC mai ntains |iaison relationshi ps and nenberships in other

St andar ds Devel opnent Organi zati ons (SDGs) and rel ated organi zati ons,
which directly benefits the | ETF. For exanple, 1SOC is a Sector
Menber of the ITUT. As a result, |SOC del egates are afforded the
same rights as other I TU T Sector Menmbers [ RFC6756] .

| SOC al so supports the | ETF standards process indirectly (e.g., by
pronoting it in relevant comunities) through several prograns. For
exanple, 1SOC s Policynakers Progranme to the | ETF (usually referred
to sinply as I1SOCC s | ETF Policy Program gives policy experts an
opportunity to interact directly with the | ETF technical community.

| SOC al so perforns technical work using the standards devel oped in
the 1ETF as its basis. An exanple of that is 1SOC s work in
encour agi ng and supporting the depl oynent of | ETF standards.

O herwi se, the involvenent of |SOC s enployees in the | ETF standards
process (e.g., as docunment editors or in |eadership positions) is as
i ndi vidual contributors rather than on institutional grounds.

The 1ETF s Role in | SOC

The | ETF plays a role in the governance of ISOC. Per |1SOC s byl aws,
the | ETF appoints a set of trustees to the | SOC Board. The process
by which the | ETF nmakes those appointnments is defined in [ RFC3677].

The charter of the IAB (Internet Architecture Board) [ RFC2850] states
that "the I AB acts as a source of advice and guidance to the Board of
Trustees and O ficers of the Internet Society concerning technical,
architectural, procedural, and (where appropriate) policy matters
pertaining to the Internet and its enabling technol ogies". This
connecti on between the 1 AB and | SOC ensures that 1SOC s proposals in
the policy area are based on a sound understandi ng of the rel evant
technol ogi es and architectures. |SOC s strong connection to the
Internet technical conmunity has al ways been one of its main

strengt hs.

Legal Relationship with |ISCOC

The IETF LLC is a disregarded Limted Liability Conmpany (LLC) of the
Internet Society that was established to provide a corporate |ega

framework for facilitating current and future activities related to
the 1ETF, I1AB, and IRTF. It was established by the 1SOC/ |IETF LLC
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Agreenment [ OpAgreenent] on August 27, 2018, and governs the
rel ati onship between the | ETF LLC and | SCC.

The | ETF Trust, documented in [ RFC5378], and updated in [ RFC8714] and
[ RFC8715], provides legal protection for the RFC Series of docunents
and ot her aspects of the IETF. This includes things such as
protection for trademarks, copyrights, and intellectual property
rights. As part of the | ETF Trust arrangenent, |ETF standards
docunents can be freely downl oaded, copied, and distributed without
financial or other distribution restrictions, though all rights to
change these docunents lie with the |ETF. The | ETF Trust al so

provi des |l egal protection in case of disputes over intellectua
property rights and other rights. The creation of the |IETF LLC has
changed the way that the IETF Trust’'s trustees are selected but did
not change the purpose or operation of the Trust. One of the | ETF
Trust’'s trustees is appointed by the | SOC s Board of Trustees.

Fi nanci al and Administrative Relationship with |ISOC

Under the terns of the Operating Agreenent [ OpAgreenent] between | SCC
and the | ETF, | SOC has agreed to provide significant funding support
for the IETF. In addition, the |ETF LLC is responsible for creating
and managi ng an annual operating budget for the | ETF, for

negoti ati ng, signing, and overseeing contracts; for fundraising; for
mai nt ai ni ng bank accounts; and for liability insurance. The |ETF LLC
is managed by a Board of Directors, one of whomis appointed by the

| SCC' s Board of Trustees. The intention is that |1SOC and the | ETF
LLC operate at armis |ength.

The | ETF LLC establishes contracts with third parties to provide
different types of services to the IETF. Note that it is possible
that sone of those services nmay be provided by | SOC or involve | SCC
staff.
Under the new | ASA 2.0 structure, the IETF LLC is solely responsible
for its administration, including the I ETF Trust, |AB, |ESG |ETF
wor ki ng groups, and other |ETF processes. A further exploration of
this can be found in Section 4 of [ RFC8711].
I ANA Consi derations
Thi s docunent has no | ANA acti ons.
Security Considerations
Thi s docunent introduces no new security considerations.
Privacy Consi derations
Thi s docunent introduces no new privacy considerations.
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