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CONVERSATI ON W TH BOB KAHN

| talked with Bob Kahn at BB&N yesterday. W tal ked about code conversion
inthe IMs, | MP-HOST conmuni cation, and HOST software.

BB&N i s prepared to convert 6, 7, 8, or 9 bit character codes into 8-bit
ASCI | for transm ssion and convert again upon assenbly at the destination

| MP. BB&N plans a one for one conversion scheme with tables unique to the
HOST. | suggested that places with 6-bit codes may al so want case shifting.
Bob said this may result in overflow if too many case shifts are necessary.
| suggested that this is rare and we could probably live with an overfl ow

i ndi cation instead of a guarantee.

Wth respect to HOST-IMP conmuni cati on, we now have a five bit link field
and a bit to indicate conversion. Also possible is a 2-bit conversion
i ndi cator, one for converting before sending and one for converting after.
This woul d al |l ow another handl e for checking or controlling the system
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| also summari zed for Bob the contents of Network Notes |, 2, and 3.



