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Status of This Meno

This menmo provides information for the Internet community. It does
not specify an Internet standard of any kind. Distribution of this
meno is unlimted.

Abst ract

Thi s docunent describes the collaboration and Iiaison relationship
between the Internet Engineering Task Force (IETF) and the Cabl e
Tel evi sion Laboratories, Inc. (CablelLabs).
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1.

I nt roducti on

Thi s docunent contains a set of principles and guidelines that serves
as the basis for establishing a |liaison relationship between the
Cabl e Tel evision Laboratories, Inc. and the Internet Engi neering Task
Force (IETF). This cooperation framework is intended to secure
timely devel opment of technical specifications that facilitate

maxi mum i nteroperability with existing Internet systens, devices, and
pr ot ocol s.

Cabl eLabs is a non-profit research and devel opnent consortiumthat is
dedi cated to pursuing new cabl e tel ecomruni cati ons technol ogi es and
to helping its cable operator menbers integrate those technica
advancenments into their business objectives. Wthin Cabl eLabs,
specification activities are organized into projects such as

DOCsI S(r), Packet Cable(tn), and OpenCabl e(tm, and technical work is
conducted in focus teans. Product vendors, manufacturers, and cable
operator nenbers are invited to join the focus teans that create
techni cal specifications. Fromtine to tine, individuals involved

wi th Cabl eLabs focus teans submit Cabl eLabs technical requirenents or
requi renent specifications to | ETF in order to seek expert reviews
and solicit coments to create solutions that foster product
interoperability beyond cable. The subm ssions related to Cabl eLabs
specifications may, for exanple, include use cases, protoco
requirenents, draft M B nodul es, and proposed sol uti ons such as new
DHCP options. Cabl eLabs al so references the work of |ETF and Request
For Comments in its specifications. The list of Cabl eLabs projects
and specifications available publicly can be found at the Cabl eLabs
Web site, http://ww. cabl el abs. com

Wthin the | ETF, activities are undertaken within a franmework of
Areas, with specific activities being undertaken by working groups
that are chartered within each Area. Working group output is
reviewed by the Internet Engineering Steering Goup (IESG and
published by the RFC Editor. |ETF activities are based on a
principle of open contribution and participation by any interested
party. Details on the Internet Standards Process followed by the

| ETF can be found in [RFC2026]. Information on | ETF working groups,
current work itemdrafts, neeting schedules, and mailing lists are
publ i shed on the | ETF Wb site, http://ww. ietf.org.

The | ETF and Cabl eLabs are fornming a liaison relationship with a

mut ual desire to support the integrity of specifications devel oped by
each body. Cabl eLabs does not devel op standards other than through
its participation with Standards Defining Organizations (SDGCs) |ike
the | ETF.
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The preferred approach is that Cabl eLabs uses the | ETF specifications
unchanged, if feasible, and comruni cates requirenents for change to
the 1 ETF, as needed. The parties intend to work together in an
effort to avoid duplication of work

Wthin the framework of this liaison relationship, each organization
will operate according to its own rules and procedures, including
rul es governing Intellectual Property Rights (IPR), specification

el aboration, approval, and mai ntenance.

2. Basis of Collaboration

In the further devel opnent of Cabl eLabs specifications, the benefit
of adopting | ETF specifications has been identified. Although this
docunent recogni zes the inportance of interoperability of the

Cabl eLabs specifications with the existing Internet and hence the use
of | ETF standards, Cabl eLabs recogni zes that additions or
nmodi fi cations m ght be needed in order to nmake the | ETF

speci fications nmeet the needs of CableLabs. In such cases, a

Cabl eLabs i ndividual or a vendor participant working on a Cabl eLabs
specification may take its concerns directly to the appropriate |ETF
wor ki ng groups for resolution. Wen no appropriate working group can
be found or it is not known where to direct the comunication, or in
the case of resolution of consequent nmatters, the issue will be

rai sed through the Cabl eLabs designated |iai son manager to the | ETF
|'i ai son manager.

The I ETF nay al so need to ask questions of CableLabs in order to
refine its understandi ng of Cabl eLabs requirenents or may wish to

of fer guidance to Cabl eLabs on the effective use of |ETF
specifications. Were possible, these comunications will occur in
the context of a discussion between Cabl eLabs and an | ETF worki ng
group. In the event that a working-group-Ilevel discussion is deened
i nappropriate for the desired comunication, the matter will be

rai sed through the | ETF s designated |iai son manager to Cabl eLabs.

3. Docunent Sharing

Bot h Cabl eLabs and the | ETF encourage the sharing of specification
docunents and draft requirenents that are of nutual interest.

Al'l | ETF docunents are publicly available fromthe | ETF Wb site, and
di scussi on of docunents is hosted on open mailing lists.

Cabl eLabs docunents intended for public consunption include Cabl eLabs

Techni cal Reports and Cabl eLabs Specifications that are in an
approved and published status. These docunents have the Cabl eLabs
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| SSUED status and are published for open access on Cabl eLabs’ Wb
site, http://ww.cabl el abs. com or
htt p: // www. cabl el abs. com speci fi cati ons/ archi ves/.

In order for the I ETF to nmake any reference (infornmative or
normative), the docunent nust be in an approved and published state,
and publicly available. It is expected that CableLabs will share
relevant information with | ETF participants via individual |ETF
Contri butions, as described in [RFC3978], and without requiring a
non- di scl osure agreenent.

Cabl eLabs and the IETF will work to update and exchange, when
appropriate and on a regular basis, a list of dependencies between
each organi zation’s specifications and work in progress.

4. Participation in the | ETF Process

The Internet Standards Process is described in [ RFC2026].
Participation in the I ETF process is open to any individual wlling
to contribute. This naturally includes individuals who al so
represent or otherw se contribute to the devel opnent of Cabl eLabs
specifications. Such individuals may freely participate in | ETF

mai ling |ist discussions, subnmt and review Internet Drafts, and
attend | ETF neetings in order to assist the IETF in refining its
under st andi ng of Cabl eLabs requirements as well as offering Cabl eLabs
an opportunity to receive informal guidance on Cabl eLabs’ use of |ETF
specifications. The vast majority of technical discussions and

deci sion naking within the | ETF i s undertaken on open mailing lists.
Interested individuals should subscribe to and partici pate on these
|ists.

5. Designated Liaison Managers and Responsibilities

When the informal working group |evel of interaction is insufficient,
matters can be raised through a liaison channel. Cabl eLabs and the

| ETF shall each establish liaison functions for comunication with
the other organization and each shall appoint one individual acting
as a liaison manager as described in [ RFC4052] and [ RFC4053].

Formal communi cations from Cabl eLabs will be initiated by the

desi gnated Cabl eLabs |iai son manager by sending a |iaison statenent
to the | ETF liaison manager; these must foll ow the procedures
described in [RFC4053]. The role of the IETF |iaison nmanager is
defined in [ RFC4052] and [ RFC4691]. The | ETF |iai son manager i s not
responsi ble for notifying Cabl eLabs of new work to be undertaken by
the IETF. Instead, the designated Cabl eLabs |iai son nanager or
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del egat es shoul d subscribe to | ETF lists announcing the creation or
rechartering of | ETF working groups (ietf-announce) and the lists
announci ng new wor k (new work).

5.1. | ETF Liaison Manager to Cabl eLabs

The preferred way for organizations to work with IETF is through the
wor ki ng groups. However, |ETF has a limted nunber of |iaison

rel ati onshi ps and |iai son managers with other organi zati ons when
conditions warrant the appointnent of a specific person

The Internet Architecture Board (1 AB) shall appoint a specific person
to serve as the | ETF |iaison nanager to Cabl eLabs. The role and
responsibilities of the I ETF |iaison manager to Cabl eLabs are
described below. In particular, it is expected that the designated
|iaison manager will act as an initial contact point in | ETF for

adm nistrative aspects of this collaboration that cannot easily be
handl ed in other ways (e.g., at a technical level by interactions
with | ETF Working G oups or Area Directors). It is agreed that the
rol e does not carry the expectation of attendance at Cabl eLabs
meetings or participation in CableLabs specification devel opnent
processes, and it is anticipated that all liaison efforts assigned to
this individual will be carried out by electronic nmail. It is
understood that the | ETF |iai son nanager does not have the ability to
make exceptions to, or special provisions for, |IETF policies and

pr ocedur es.

It is expected that the individual appointed to the |iaison nmanager
rol e woul d:

o performall tasks as defined in [ RFC4052] and [ RFC4691],

o be inforned by Cabl eLabs, when appropriate, of Cabl eLabs
activities within the | ETF, including new work proposals, and be
able to report those using appropriate channels within the |IETF,

0 convey liaison statements fromthe I ETF to Cabl eLabs as descri bed
in [ RFC4053], and be responsi bl e for shepherdi ng Cabl eLabs
communi cation to the relevant parts of the | ETF

0 be able to raise issues with Cabl eLabs technical |eadership as
well as the | AB nenbers and | ETF Area Directors, as required.

Cabl eLabs neetings are normally only open to del egates from Cabl eLabs

menbers or those manufacturers who have signed the appropriate
agreenents to participate in Cabl eLabs projects or neetings
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5.2. Cabl eLabs Liaison Manager to | ETF

Cabl eLabs shall establish an I ETF |liaison function and nane an

i ndividual to be the Cabl eLabs |iaison Manager to | ETF for nmatters
pertaining to the Cabl eLabs-1 ETF cooperation. The Cabl eLabs |iai son
manager to | ETF is expected to work with the concerned | ETF and

Cabl eLabs projects and focus teans and to support the interaction
bet ween Cabl eLabs and the | ETF.

6. Formml Liaison Statenents

Whenever possible, and as the preferred primary nethod of
communi cati on and coordi nation of activity, comrunication at the
wor ki ng group level is strongly encouraged.

When deened necessary, formal conmunication between Cabl eLabs and
IETF is also permtted. These comunications are to be recorded in
the formof Liaison Statenents, and the IETF will use the Cabl eLabs
| i ai son manager to convey these statenents between the | ETF and

Cabl eLabs. The procedure for proper handling of incoming |iaison
statenments defined in [ RFC4053] nust be followed by both the |iaison
manager named by | ETF and the |iai son nmanager designated by

Cabl eLabs. It is inportant to note that all |iaison statenments nade
by the |ETF or directed to the I ETF shall be published by the | ETF as
public docunents. All I|iaison statements nade by the I ETF will

comply with the ETF I PR policy as docunented in [RFC3978],
[ RFC3979], [RFCA748], [RFC4371] and any updates.

7. Contributions
I ndi vi dual s who are involved in Cabl eLabs’ projects and are willing
to contribute to | ETF may nmake contributions to the IETF in their
capacity as | ETF participants, under the IETF s IPR policy, as
docunented in [ RFC3978] and [ RFC3979].
| ETF partici pants whose conpani es are Cabl eLabs nenbers or have
signed the appropriate agreenents with Cabl eLabs may al so nake
contributions to Cabl eLabs’ projects and specifications.
Cabl eLabs mailing lists are not open to the general public. It is
recomrended that work of nutual interest be discussed on the rel evant
| ETF mailing lists.
The | ETF and Cabl eLabs will not co-devel op any docunents or material
8. Security Considerations

Thi s docunent does not directly affect the security of the Internet.
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9. | ANA Consi derations

This section provides sone guidelines for I ANA to consider when
addi ng references to a Cabl eLabs specification in its registries.
Cabl eLabs maintains a specification repository with a stable URL for
each published docunent under
http://ww. cabl el abs. com specifications/. A stable docunent URL is
one followi ng the format:

htt p: // www. cabl el abs. coni speci fi cati ons/ Cabl eLabs_docnane. pdf, where
" Cabl eLabs_docnane’ is the Cabl eLabs docunent nane.

I ANA is requested to use the above docunent URL format when
ref erenci ng Cabl eLabs specifications in its registries.
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11. Common Wirk Areas

This section may be renpved from future versions of this docunent.
It is provided here to give sonme background information on the areas
that may be common to both Cabl eLabs and the | ETF.

At the time of this witing, |ETF working groups that are of
particular interest to Cabl eLabs incl ude:

DHCWG, KERBEROCS, | PCDN, SIP, SIPPING SIMLE, SPEERM NT, | PTEL,
BEHAVE, AVT, MVMSIC, AAA, GEOPRIV, DI SMAN, MSEC, ENUM ECRI T, |PV6,
M P6, NETCONF, |SMS, BRI DCGE, ENTM B, MAGVA, V6OPS, DNSEXT, | PSEC
L2VPN, ZERCCONF, L2TPEXT, and TLS
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Ful I Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The I ETF Trust (2007).

Thi s docunent is subject to the rights, licenses and restrictions
contained in BCP 78, and except as set forth therein, the authors
retain all their rights.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein are provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE CONTRI BUTOR, THE ORGANI ZATI ON HE/ SHE REPRESENTS
OR | S SPONSORED BY (I F ANY), THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY, THE | ETF TRUST AND
THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS
OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF
THE | NFORMATI ON HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED
WARRANTI ES OF MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE

Intellectual Property

The | ETF takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any
Intell ectual Property Rights or other rights that mght be clainmed to
pertain to the inplenentation or use of the technol ogy described in
this docunment or the extent to which any |license under such rights

m ght or might not be avail able; nor does it represent that it has
made any i ndependent effort to identify any such rights. [Information
on the procedures with respect to rights in RFC docunents can be
found in BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Copi es of I PR disclosures nmade to the | ETF Secretariat and any
assurances of licenses to be nade available, or the result of an
attenpt made to obtain a general |icense or permssion for the use of
such proprietary rights by inplenenters or users of this
specification can be obtained fromthe | ETF on-line | PR repository at
http://ww.ietf.org/ipr

The IETF invites any interested party to bring to its attention any
copyrights, patents or patent applications, or other proprietary
rights that nmay cover technology that nay be required to inpl enent
this standard. Please address the information to the |ETF at
ietf-ipr@etf.org.
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