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TELNET Protocol Specification

Fol | owi ng nuch di scussion of TELNET via the RFC series, an open neeting
was held at UCLA on 5 March to formul ate a new specification for the
TELNET Protocol. Two attached docunents (TELNET Protocol Specification,
NI C #15372, and TELNET Option Specifications, N C #15373) report the
results of that neeting, which was attended by: Al ex MKenzie, BBN- NET,
co-chai rman; Jon Postel, UCLA-NMC, co-chairman; Bob Braden, UCLA-CCN;
Vint Cerf, Stanford University; Bernie Cosell, BBN NET, Dave Crocker,
UCLA- NMC; Steve Crocker, ARPA; John Davidson, Univ. of Hawaii; Gary
Grossman, Univ. of Illinois; Bob Merryman, UCSD;, Lou Nel son, UCLA-NMC;
M ke Padlipsky, MT-MILTICS: M|t Reese, FNW Bob Thomas, BBN TENEX;
Steve Wl fe, UCLA-CCN.

The two attached specifications referenced above have been revi ewed by
the meeting attendees, and should be viewed as the "official" TELNET
Protocol (subject to the inplenentation schedul e given bel ow).

Nevert hel ess, these docunents are still subject to minor revisions and
any pertinent coments should be addressed to nme at the NIC as AAM or
by mail at:

Al ex McKenzi e

Bol t Ber anek and Newmran | nc.
50 Mbulton Street

Canbri dge, Ma. 02138

There are two key dates for a phasing in of the new protocol: the
date when sites should feel free to send the "new' form of TELNET
commands and special codes wi thout expecting to receive "error"”
responses, and the date when sites may renove the code which
processes the "ol d" form of TELNET commands. Between these two
dates, sites may gradually inplenent and test the "interpreter" for
the new commands. It was the sense of the neeting that appropriate
lead tines to these two dates were about 60 and 260 days.
Accordingly, these two dates are hereby established as 1 July 1973
and 1 January 1974.
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I have al so attached specifications for TELNET options which allow
negoti ati on of:

bi nary transm ssion

echoi ng

reconnecti on

suppressi on of "Go Ahead"
appr oxi mat e nessage size
use of a "timng mark"

di scussi on of status

ext ensi on of option code set

OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OO0OOo

These specifications have been prepared by Dave Wal den (BBN-NET) with
the help of Bernie Cosell, Ray Tom inson (BBN-TENEX) and Bob Thomas;
by Jerry Burchfiel (BBNTENEX); and by David Crocker (ULCA-NMC). It
appears that these options cover nost of the capabilities of the
current version of TELNET, with the exception of "Hi de Your |nput."
Dave Wal den has al so promi sed to specify the following options in the
near future

o NVT printer line width negotiation

o NVT printer page size negotiation

0 negotiation of the mappi ng between the |ine terninator
character available on a physical ternminal (e.g., LF
CR, NL) and the NVT characters to be transnitted
(e.g., CR NUL, LF, CRLF).

Dave has al so announced his intent to seek collaboration with
Gary Grossnman, Bob Braden, and perhaps others in defining an
EBCDI C option. The announcenent of intent to specify these
options should, of course, be seen as useful information rather
than as the granting of an "exclusive right" to Dave, or any

ot her aut hor.

| gratefully acknow edge the assistance of Bernie Cosel
in the preparation of the protocol specification

AAM | m
Attachnents

[ This RFC was put into nachine readable formfor entry ]
[ into the online RFC archives by Gottfried Janik 4/98 ]
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