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Abst r act

This nmeno defines an extension to the Atom Syndi cati on Format for
describing licenses associated with Atom feeds and entri es.
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1.

1.

1.

I nt roducti on

Thi s docunent defines an extension to the Atom Syndi cation Format
that can be used to add links to Atomfeed or entry docunents
referenci ng resources that describe the explicit rights that have
been granted to consuners of those docunents.

Describing |icenses using the mechani sms defined in this
specification is currently considered to be | argely experinmental
Wiile it is a comon practice for feed publishers to associate
licenses with syndicated content, there are still very few feed
consunmers that utilize such netadata, and the effectiveness of doing
so is still largely unknown. As it is not yet certain how these
mechani sms will be used, inplenentations and feedback are encouraged.

1. Notational Conventions

The key words "MJST", "MJST NOT*, "REQU RED', "SHALL", "SHALL NOT",
"SHOULD', "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMVENDED', "MAY", and "OPTIONAL" in this
docunent are to be interpreted as described in BCP 14, [RFC2119].

2. Term nol ogy

The term"link relation" refers to the value of the Atomlink
elements rel attribute as defined in Section 4.2.7.2 of [RFC4287].

The term"license" refers to a potentially nachi ne-readabl e
description of explicit rights that have been granted to consuners of
an Atomfeed or entry. Rights granted by a license nmay be associ at ed
with obligations that nmust be assuned by those exercising those
rights.

Atom all ows the use of Internationalized Resource ldentifiers (IR'S)
[ RFC3987]. Every URI [RFC3986] is also an IR, so a URI may be used
wherever below an IRl is named. Wen an IRl that is not also a URl
is given for dereferencing, it MJST be mapped to a URl using the
steps in Section 3.1 of [RFC3987].

Atom al l ows the use of the xm:base attribute [WBC. REC-xm base-
20010627] to establish the base URI (or IRI) used to resolve any
relative references as described in Section 5.1.1 of [RFC3986].

Atom all ows the use of the xm:lang attribute to indicate the natura
| anguage of an element, its attributes, and its descendents. The

| anguage context is only significant for elements and attributes
decl ared to be "Language-Sensitive" as described in [RFC4287]. The
title attribute of the atomlink elenent is defined as being
Language- Sensi ti ve.
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2. The "license" Link Relation

The "license" link relation can be used to associate |icenses with a
feed or entry.

Feed and entry el enments MAY contain any nunber of "license" |ink
relati ons but MJUST NOT contain nore than one with the sane

combi nation of href and type attribute values. The IR specified by
the link’s href attribute SHOULD be dereferenceable to return a
representation of the license. The |icense representati on MAY be
machi ne readabl e.

Feeds and entries can be dual-licensed by including nultiple
"l'icense" link relations specifying different href attribute val ues.
If multiple "license” link relations are specified, each SHOULD
contain a title attribute specifying a human-readabl e | abel for the
I'i cense.

2.1. Unspecified License Links

A publisher can use an "unspecified license link" (a "license" |ink
relation with an href attribute value equal to
"http://purl.org/atonmpub/license#unspecified') to indicate that a
feed or license has not been explicitly Iinked to a license

descri ption.

A feed or entry containing an unspecified |icense |ink MJST NOT
contain any other "license" link relations.

2.2. Comparing License Links

Atom i npl ementations that are capabl e of supporting "license" |inks
SHOULD use the sinple string-conparison nmethod described in

[ RFC3987], Section 5.3.1, to deternmine whether nultiple "license"
links are equivalent. The other conparison nethods discussed in
Section 5.1 of the IRl specification MAY be used. |If the "license"
link is specified using a relative reference, it MJST be converted to
its fully qualified form before comparison

2.3. Exanple

<feed xm ns="http://wwmv. W3. or g/ 2005/ At ont' >
<i d>http://ww. exanpl e. conl nyf eed</i d>
<title>Wy Exanmple Feed</title>
<updat ed>2005- 07- 28T12: 00: 00Z</ updat ed>
<link href="http://ww. exanpl e. conl nyf eed" />
<link rel="license" type="application/rdf+xm"
href="http://creati vecomons. org/licenses/by-nc/2.5/rdf" />
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<rights>
Copyright (c) 2005. Sone rights reserved. This feed
is licensed under a Creative Commons Attri bute-NonComrercia
Use License. It contains naterial originally published by
Jane Smith at http://ww. exanple.confentries/1 under the
Creative Commons Attribute License.

</rights>

<aut hor ><nane>Janes</ nane></ aut hor >

<entry>
<id>tag:entries.org, 2005: 1</i d>
<titl e>At om Powered Robots Run Amok</title>
<updat ed>2005- 06- 28T12: 00: 00Z</ updat ed>
<link href="http://ww.exanple.org/entries/1" />
<summar y>At om Power ed Robots Run Ampok</summary>
<aut hor ><nanme>Jane Sm t h</ nane></ aut hor >

<link rel="license" type="text/htm"
href="http://creativecomons. org/licenses/by/2.5/" [>
</entry>
</ feed>
2.4. Inherited Licenses
"Li cense" links specified within atomfeed or atom source el enents

are inherited by entries. GCenerally, a nore specific |license
overrides a less specific license. Mre specifically, if an

atomentry has any "license" link relations, including the
"undefined" license, it does not inherit any license froma
containing atomfeed el enent or contained atomsource elenent. If an
entry has no "license" link relations, and contains an atom source
element, it inherits licenses fromthe atomsource. |If the

atom source el ement contains no "license" links, or if the entry does

not have an atom source el ement, the entry inherits |icenses fromthe
contai ni ng atom f eed.

An entry’'s |license MAY be inherited by nedia resources associ ated
with the entry. Sone nmedia types have ways of including license
i nformati on, which always overrides the entry’s |licensing.

An agent searching to find entries that fall under a specific |license
(e.g. a search for entries containing pictures and the word
"knitting" where the entry is under any Creative Conmons |icense)
MUST check the nost granular |icense definition avail able, rather
than assune |icense inheritance w thout checking.

2.5. Relationship with the atomrights El enent

"License" link relations are related to the atomrights el enent in
that both are intended to comunicate information about the rights
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associ ated with an Atom docunent. \Where the two differ, however, is
in the fact that atomrights is intended strictly as a human-
readabl e assertion of rights held over a work while the "license”
link relation is intended to provide a potentially nmachi ne-readabl e
description of what rights have been granted to others. The two
constructs may overlap one another and conflicts could arise if they
are contradictory. It is inportant that publishers of Atom docunents
ensure that the atomrights and "license" link relations are

consi stent with one another.

If an atomentry that does not contain an atom source is copied from
one feed into another feed, then if the feed into which it is copied
contains a license, an atom source el enent SHOULD be added to the
copied entry. |If a source feed contains a |license, that |icense
SHOULD be preserved in an atom source el enent added to any entries
copied fromthe source feed that do not already contain atom source
el ement s.

Security Considerations

When "license" link relations are used in Atom docunents, the
security considerations specified in [ RFC4287] Section 8 apply.

| ANA Consi der ati ons

Thi s specification defines one new Atomlink relation type to be
registered in the 1 ANA Registry of Link Relations as defined by
[ RFC4287] .

Attribute Value: |icense

Description: Specifies the IRl of a |license associated with
the containing feed, entry, or source el enent.

Expect ed di spl ay characteristics: None

Security considerations: Wen "license" link relations are used
in Atom docunents, the security considerations for
handling Iinks in Atom docunents apply.
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Ful I Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The I ETF Trust (2007).

Thi s docunent is subject to the rights, licenses and restrictions
contained in BCP 78, and except as set forth therein, the authors
retain all their rights.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein are provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE CONTRI BUTOR, THE ORGANI ZATI ON HE/ SHE REPRESENTS
OR | S SPONSORED BY (I F ANY), THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY, THE | ETF TRUST AND
THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS
OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF
THE | NFORMATI ON HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED
WARRANTI ES OF MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE

Intellectual Property

The | ETF takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any
Intell ectual Property Rights or other rights that mght be clainmed to
pertain to the inplenentation or use of the technol ogy described in
this docunment or the extent to which any |license under such rights

m ght or might not be avail able; nor does it represent that it has
made any i ndependent effort to identify any such rights. [Information
on the procedures with respect to rights in RFC docunents can be
found in BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Copi es of I PR disclosures nmade to the | ETF Secretariat and any
assurances of licenses to be nade available, or the result of an
attenpt made to obtain a general |icense or permssion for the use of
such proprietary rights by inplenenters or users of this
specification can be obtained fromthe | ETF on-line | PR repository at
http://ww.ietf.org/ipr

The IETF invites any interested party to bring to its attention any
copyrights, patents or patent applications, or other proprietary
rights that nmay cover technology that nay be required to inpl enent
this standard. Please address the information to the |ETF at
ietf-ipr@etf.org.
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