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Status of This Meno

This meno provides information for the Internet community. |t does
not specify an Internet standard of any kind. Distribution of this
meno is unlimted.

Copyri ght Notice
Copyright (C) The IETF Trust (2006).
Abst r act

RFC 1264 was written during what was effectively a conpletely
different tinme in the |ife of the Internet. It prescribed rules to
protect the Internet against new routing protocols that may have
various undesirable properties. |In today' s Internet, there are so
many ot her pressures agai nst depl oyi ng unreasonabl e protocols that we
believe that existing controls suffice, and the RFC 1264 rul es just
get in the way.
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1.

I nt roducti on

RFC 1264 [ RFC1264] describes various rules to be applied when
publishing routing protocols on the I ETF Standards Track, including
requirenents for inplenentation, MBs, security, etc. These rules
were witten in an attenpt to protect the Internet frominconplete or
unscal abl e new protocol s.

Today, one of the big problenms the | ETF faces is timneliness.
Applying additional rules to a certain class of protocols hurts the
IETF' s ability to publish specifications in a tinmely manner.

The current standards process [ RFC2026] already pernits the ESGto
require additional inplenmentation experience when it appears to be
needed. W do not need any nore rules than that. RFC 2026 says:

Usual | y, neither inplenentation nor operational experience is
required for the designation of a specification as a Proposed
Standard. However, such experience is highly desirable, and wll
usual ly represent a strong argunent in favor of a Proposed

St andard desi gnati on

The 1 ESG nay require inplenentation and/ or operational experience
prior to granting Proposed Standard status to a specification that
materially affects the core Internet protocols or that specifies
behavi or that may have significant operational inmpact on the

I nternet.
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Therefore, this docunent reclassifies RFC 1264 as historic. Wile
that does not prohibit the Routing Area Directors fromrequiring

i mpl ement ati on and/ or operational experience under the RFC 2026
rules, it renoves the broad, general requirenent fromall routing
docunent s.

Wor ki ng Group Procedures

Sone wor ki ng groups within the Routing Area have devel oped
procedures, based on RFC 1264, to require inplenmentations before
forwarding a docunent to the |ESG  This action does not prevent
those working groups fromcontinuing with these procedures if the
wor ki ng group prefers to work this way. W encourage working groups
to put measures in place to inprove the quality of their output.

RFC 1264 required a MB nodule to be in devel opnent for a protocol;
this is still encouraged in a broad sense. This is not nmeant to be
limting, however; protocol nanagenment and manageability shoul d be
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considered in the context of current |ETF nanagenent protocols. In
addition, [RTG REQS] contains a description of a "Manageability

Requi rements" section; this is not currently a requirenment but shoul d
be consi der ed.

4. Security Considerations

Wil e RFC 1264’ s rul es placed additional constraints on the
security-related contents of an RFC, current policies (e.g., the
requirenent for a Security Considerations section) suffice

5. Acknow edgenents

Alex Zinin and Bill Fenner spent a great deal of time trying to
produce an updated version of the RFC 1264 rules that would apply to
today’s Internet. This work was eventual |y abandoned when it was
realized (after nmuch public discussion at Routing Area neetings,
Internet Area neetings, and on the Routing Area nmailing list) that
there was just no way to wite the rules in a way that advanced the
goal s of the | ETF.
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Ful I Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The IETF Trust (2006).

Thi s docunent is subject to the rights, licenses and restrictions
contained in BCP 78, and except as set forth therein, the authors
retain all their rights.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein are provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE CONTRI BUTOR, THE ORGANI ZATI ON HE/ SHE REPRESENTS
OR | S SPONSORED BY (I F ANY), THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY, THE | ETF TRUST,
AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M ALL WARRANTI ES
EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT
THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY
| MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR
PURPGSE

Intellectual Property

The | ETF takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any
Intell ectual Property Rights or other rights that mght be clainmed to
pertain to the inplenentation or use of the technol ogy described in
this docunment or the extent to which any |license under such rights

m ght or might not be avail able; nor does it represent that it has
made any i ndependent effort to identify any such rights. [Information
on the procedures with respect to rights in RFC docunents can be
found in BCP 78 and BCP 79

Copi es of IPR disclosures nmade to the | ETF Secretariat and any
assurances of licenses to be nade available, or the result of an
attenpt made to obtain a general |icense or permssion for the use of
such proprietary rights by inplenenters or users of this
specification can be obtained fromthe I ETF on-line I PR repository at
http://ww.ietf.org/ipr.

The IETF invites any interested party to bring to its attention any
copyrights, patents or patent applications, or other proprietary
rights that may cover technology that nmay be required to inpl enent
this standard. Please address the information to the |IETF at
ietf-ipr@etf.org.
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