Net wor k Wor ki ng G oup C. Jennings
Request for Comments: 4770 Cisco Systens
Cat egory: Standards Track J. Reschke, Ed.
gr eenbyt es

January 2007

vCard Extensions for Instant Messaging (I M
Status of This Menp

Thi s docunent specifies an Internet standards track protocol for the
Internet community, and requests discussion and suggestions for

i mprovenents. Please refer to the current edition of the "Internet
Oficial Protocol Standards" (STD 1) for the standardi zation state
and status of this protocol. Distribution of this nenop is unlimted.

Copyright Notice
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Abst ract
Thi s docunent describes an extension to vCard to support |nstant
Messaging (1M and Presence Protocol (PP) applications. |Mand PP
are becom ng increasingly common ways of comruni cating, and users
want to save this contact information in their address books. It
allows a URI that is associated with IMor PP to be specified inside
a vCard.
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1.

Overvi ew

As nore and nore peopl e use various instant nessaging (IM and
presence protocol (PP) applications, it becomes inportant for themto
be able to share this contact address information, along with the
rest of their contact information. RFC 2425 [1] and RFC 2426 [ 2]
define a standard format for this information, which is referred to
as vCard. This docunment defines a newtype in a vCard for
representing instant IMand PP URIs. It is very simlar to existing
types for representing enail address and tel ephone contact

i nformation.

The type entry to hold this new contact information is an | MPP type.
The I MPP entry has a single URI (see RFC 3986 [3]) that indicates the
address of a service that provides IM PP, or both. Also defined are
sone paraneters that give hints as to when certain URIs woul d be
appropriate. A given vCard can have nultiple I MPP entries, but each
entry can contain only one URI. Each IMPP entry can contain multiple
paraneters. Any conbination of paraneters is valid, although a

par aneter should occur, at nost, once in a given |IMPP entry.

The type of URI indicates what protocols m ght be usable for
accessing it, but this docunent does not define any of the types.
For exanple, a URl type of

"sip" [5] indicates to use S|P/ SIMPLE

"xmpp" [6] indicates to use XMPP

"irc" indicates to use I RC

"ynmegr" indicates to use yahoo,

"men" mght indicate to use Mcrosoft nessenger,

"ainm' indicates to use ACL, and

"im [7] or "pres" [8] indicates that a CPIM or CPP gateway shoul d
be used.

OO0OO0O0OO0OO0OOo

The normative definition of this new vCard type is given in Section
2, and an informational ABNF is provided in Section 3.
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2. | ANA Consi derati ons

The required email to define this extension (as defined in RFC 2425
[1]) was sent on Cctober 29, 2004, to the ietf-mne-direct@nct.org

mailing list with the subject "Registration of text/directory MM

type | MPP" (see <http://wwv.inc.org/ietf-mme-direct/mail -

ar chi ve/ nrsg00068. ht m >) .

Thi s specification updates the "text/directory MM Types"
subregistry in the "text/directory MM Registrations" registry at
http://ww. i ana. org/ assi gnnents/text-directory-registrations with the
follow ng information:

Type name: | MPP

Type purpose: To specify the URI for instant nessagi ng and presence
protocol comunications with the object the vCard represents.

Type encoding: 8bit

Type value: A single URI. The type of the URI indicates the protoco
that can be used for this contact.

Type special notes: The type may include the type paranmeter "TYPE' to
specify an intended use for the URI. The TYPE paraneter val ues
i nclude one or nore of the foll ow ng:

0 An indication of the type of comunication for which this URl is
appropriate. This can be a value of PERSONAL or BUSI NESS

0 An indication of the location of a device associated with this
URI. Values can be HOVE, WORK, or MOBILE

0 The value PREF indicates this is a preferred address and has the
same semantics as the PREF value in a TEL type

Additional informati on can be found in RFC 4770.

I nt ended usage: COVMON
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3.

4.

Formal G ammar

The foll owi ng ABNF grammar [4] extends the granmar found in RFC 2425
[1] (Section 5.8.2) and RFC 2426 [2] (Section 4).

; For name="1 MPP"
par am = inpp-param; Only inmpp paraneters are all owed

val ue = URI
; URI defined in Section 3 of [3]

i mpp-param = "TYPE" "=" inpp-type *(",

i mpp-type)

i mpp-type "PERSONAL" / "BUSINESS' / ; purpose of communications
"HOME" / "WORK" / "MOBILE" /

" PREF" /

i ana-token / x-nane;

; Values are case insensitive
Exanpl e

BEG N: vCard

VERSI ON: 3.0

FN: Al i ce Doe

| MPP; TYPE=per sonal , pref:imalice@xanpl e. com
END: vCar d

Security Considerations

Thi s does not introduce additional security issues beyond the current
vCard specification. It is worth noting that many peopl e consi der
their presence information nore sensitive than other address
information. Any systemthat stores or transfers vCards needs to
carefully consider the privacy issues around this information.
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Ful I Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The I ETF Trust (2007).

Thi s docunent is subject to the rights, licenses and restrictions
contained in BCP 78, and except as set forth therein, the authors
retain all their rights.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein are provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE CONTRI BUTOR, THE ORGANI ZATI ON HE/ SHE REPRESENTS
OR | S SPONSORED BY (I F ANY), THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY, THE | ETF TRUST,
AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M ALL WARRANTI ES
EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LIM TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT
THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY
| MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR
PURPGSE

Intellectual Property

The | ETF takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any
Intell ectual Property Rights or other rights that mght be clainmed to
pertain to the inplenentation or use of the technol ogy described in
this docunment or the extent to which any |license under such rights

m ght or might not be avail able; nor does it represent that it has
made any i ndependent effort to identify any such rights. [Information
on the procedures with respect to rights in RFC docunents can be
found in BCP 78 and BCP 79

Copi es of IPR disclosures nmade to the | ETF Secretariat and any
assurances of licenses to be nade available, or the result of an
attenpt made to obtain a general |icense or permssion for the use of
such proprietary rights by inplenenters or users of this
specification can be obtained fromthe I ETF on-line I PR repository at
http://ww.ietf.org/ipr.

The IETF invites any interested party to bring to its attention any
copyrights, patents or patent applications, or other proprietary
rights that may cover technology that nmay be required to inpl enent
this standard. Please address the information to the |IETF at
ietf-ipr@etf.org.
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