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Status of this Meno
This meno provides information for the Internet community. |t does
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meno is unlimted.
Copyri ght Notice
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Abst ract
Thi s docunent describes a URN (Uniform Resource Nane) nanespace for
i dentifying persistent resources published by the International Press
Tel ecommuni cations Council (I1PTC). These resources include XM. Data
Type Definition files (DTD), XM. Scherma, Nanespaces in XM, XSL

styl esheets, other XM. based document and documents of other data
formats |ike PDF docunents, Mcrosoft Ofice docunents and ot hers.
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1. I nt roduction

The I nternational Press Tel econmuni cations Council (IPTC) is a non-
profit consortiumof the world s nmajor news agencies and news

i ndustry vendors. It devel ops and naintains technical standards for
the news business that are used by virtually every major news
organi zation in the world. |PTC was established in 1965

Since the 1990's | PTC s standardi zati on work is based on open
standards like first SGW, then the XM. [ WBCXM.] fam |y of standards,
M ME, Uni code, and so on

As sonme of these standards require identification of resources |IPTC
was | ooking for a technology for globally unique, persistent and

| ocati on-i ndependent identifiers and decided to inplenment URNs as
described in "URN Syntax" [RFC2141] for this reason

Thi s namespace specification is for a formal namespace.
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2. 1 ANA URN Specification Tenplate
2.1. Namespace |ID

"iptc" requested.
2.2. Registration Information

Regi stration Version Nunber: 1
Regi stration Date: 2003-11-11

Decl ared registrant of the namespace:

Regi stering organi zati on:
International Press Tel ecomruni cati ons Council | PTC
Royal Al bert House
Sheet Street
W ndsor, Berkshire SL4 1BE
Www. i ptc.org

Desi gnat ed cont act person:
M chael Steidl
Managi ng Director
nmdi rector@ptc.org

2.3. Declaration of syntactic structure

Al'l URNs assigned by IPTC will have a Namespace Specific String (NSS)
of the follow ng hierarchical structure:

At the top of the hierarchy are three branches:
"std"
"std-draft”
- "wor kdoc"
The "std" branch hierarchy:
The "std" branch URNs will be assigned to | PTC resources
used for specifying and expl ai ning any aspect of an |IPTC
st andar d.
The NSS in the "std" branch will have this general structure:

urn:iptc:std: {std-nane}:{std-version}:{res-group}
{:res-nane}?{:res-version}?

Steidl I nf or mat i onal [ Page 3]



RFC 3937 URN Namespace for | PTC Cct ober 2004

wher e
"std-name" is a unique identifier for an | PTC standard.
"std-version" reflects the version of this standard. The val ue
"current’ will be assigned to point at resources of the

current version of a standard.
"res-group”: this field will take only three val ues:

"spec" for all resources specifying a standard,

"doc" for all resources used for additional docunentation of

and to support the use of a standard.

"xm ns" for defining an XM. nanespace [ WBCXMLNS] .
"res-name" is an identifier for a tangible resource; the nane
shoul d describe the content or the use of the resource. Since not
all resources are tangible this value is optional
"res-version" reflects the version of this resource as long as it
takes a physical format - like e.g., a file. Since not al
resources are of a physical kind this value is optional

The "std-draft" branch hierarchy:
The "std-draft" branch URNs will be assigned to | PTC resources
used for specifying and expl ai ning any aspect of an |IPTC standard
while being in draft status, that is at a tine when the resource
is not formally approved by the | PTC Standards body.
The NSS in the "std" branch will have this general structure:

urn:iptc:std-draft:{std-name}:{std-version}:{res-group}
{:res-nane}?{:res-version}?

The substructure of "urn:iptc:std-draft" is identical to that of
"urn:iptc:std", find all explanations there.

The "wor kdoc" branch hierarchy:

The "wor kdoc" branch URNs will be assigned to | PTC resources not
directly related to | PTC standards but to the work of |PTC

The NSS in the "doc" branch will have this general structure:
urn:iptc:workdoc: {group-id}:{doc-id}:{doc-version}{:doc-descr}?
wher e

"group-id" is a unique identifier for working groups and worKking

areas of | PTC and constitutes a document group
"doc-id" is a unique identifier for a docunment w thin a docunent

group.
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"doc-version" reflects the version of this work docunent.
"doc-descr" is an optional concise description of the docunent
content.
2.4. Relevant ancillary docunmentation
None
2.5. ldentifier uniqueness considerations
Identifier uniqueness will be enforced by the Managing Director of
| PTC who will assign unique identifiers to all resources identified
by a URN.
2.6. ldentifier persistence considerations

IPTC is conmtted to naintaining the accessibility and persistence of
all resources that are identified by an | PTC URN

2.7. Process of identifier assignnment

Assignnent is limted to the owner of this nanespace and its
aut horities.

2.8. Process for identifier resolution
I PTC wi |l devel op an appropriate nmechani smthat maps all assigned
URNs to Uniform Resource Locators (URL), specifically to enable web
based resol uti on of URNSs.

2.9. Rules for Lexical Equival ence

No speci al considerations, the rules for |exical equival ence of RFC
2141 apply.

2.10. Conformance with URN Synt ax
No speci al considerations.
2.11. Validation nechani sm

None specified. |IPTC will develop a nmechanismfor resolving URNs to
URLs (see 2.8), this nechanismwll also show whether a URN is valid.

2.12. Scope

d obal

Steidl I nf or mat i onal [ Page 5]



RFC 3937 URN Namespace for | PTC Cct ober 2004

3.

Exanpl es

The foll owi ng exanpl es are representative for I PTC URNs, but nay not
refer to actual resources.

urn:iptc:std: NewsM.: 1. 1: spec: DTD: 1
DTD version 1 to specify the I PTC standard "NewsM.", version 1.1

urn:iptc:std-draft: N TF: 3. 5: spec: xm - schenma: 2
Second draft XML Schema for the I PTC standard "NI TF", version 3.5

urn:iptc:std: SportsM.: 1. 0: xm ns
URN to identify an XML nanmespace for the | PTC standard "SportsM.",
version 1.0. No "res-nane" and "res-version" since an XM
nanespace i s of no physical format.

urn:iptc:std: NewsM.: 1. 1: doc: news- agency- gui del i nes: 1. 2
Supporting docunent naned "news-agency-guidelines", version 1
revision 2, based on the | PTC standard "NewsM." version 1.1

urn:iptc:workdoc: NMA: 0315: 1: srs-terns
Work docunment of IPTC s News Metadata Working Party (NMA), version
1, holding terns of the Subject Reference System

Nanmespace Consi derations and Comunity Consi derati ons

The |1 PTC acknowl edged al ready the use of URNs during the devel opnent
of its XM based standard "NewsM.". This standard inplenents the use
of URNs as unique identifiers for news itenms as described in "URN
Nanespace for NewsM. resources" [RFC3085].

Wi | e devel opi ng additi onal XM. based standards as siblings to
NewsM., | PTC soon got aware that URNs have to be assigned to
resources that fall beyond the scope of the NewsM. nanespace. For
this reason | PTC devel oped a new and very general hierarchica
nanespace structure to cover the needs of the currently devel oped
standards as well as future standards and to be able to assign URNs
to resources emanating fromthem

In addition to resources relating directly to its standards, |PTC

al so produces and publishes other docunents relevant to the news
busi ness. As those resources are used by many organi zati ons outsi de
the |1 PTC menbership and therefore could not be considered as interna
docunents | PTC decided to add a branch to the URN hierarchy to be
assigned to these resources.
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| PTC mai ntai ns global activities and its standards as well as
resources based on themare used world wide. Since one focus of the
activities of IPTC is on global exchange of news any system for

uni que identification of resources has to be considered under gl obal
aspects.

For this reason | PTC considers the introduction of a URN nanespace
for its resources as proper action to maintain globally unique,
persi stent and | ocation-independent identifiers based on open
st andar ds.

5. Security Considerations

There are no additional security considerations other than those
normal |y associated with the use and resolution of URNs in general.

6. | ANA Consi derations
Thi s docunent includes a URN Nanmespace registration that confornms to
the "Uni f orm Resources Names (URN) Nanespace Definition Mechani sni
[ RFC3406] and has been entered into the 1 ANA registry for URN NI Ds.
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Ful I Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The Internet Society (2004).

Thi s docunent is subject to the rights, licenses and restrictions
contained in BCP 78, and except as set forth therein, the authors
retain all their rights.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein are provided on an
"AS | S" basis and THE CONTRI BUTOR, THE ORGANI ZATI ON HE/ SHE REPRESENTS
OR | S SPONSORED BY (I F ANY), THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET
ENG NEERI NG TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED

I NCLUDI NG BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE CF THE

| NFORMATI ON HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED
WARRANTI ES OF MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE

Intellectual Property

The | ETF takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any
Intell ectual Property Rights or other rights that mght be clainmed to
pertain to the inplenentation or use of the technol ogy described in
this docunment or the extent to which any |license under such rights

m ght or might not be avail able; nor does it represent that it has
made any i ndependent effort to identify any such rights. [Information
on the IETF s procedures with respect to rights in | ETF Docunments can
be found in BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Copi es of I PR disclosures nmade to the | ETF Secretariat and any
assurances of licenses to be nade available, or the result of an
attenpt made to obtain a general |icense or permssion for the use of
such proprietary rights by inplenenters or users of this
specification can be obtained fromthe | ETF on-line | PR repository at
http://ww.ietf.org/ipr

The IETF invites any interested party to bring to its attention any
copyrights, patents or patent applications, or other proprietary
rights that nmay cover technology that nay be required to inpl enent
this standard. Please address the information to the IETF at ietf-
ipr@etf.org.
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