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Status of this Meno
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not specify an Internet standard of any kind. Distribution of this
meno is unlimted.
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Abst r act

Thi s docunent describes a Uniform Resource Nane (URN) nanespace that
will identify various objects within the Liberty Architecture for
federated network identity.

1. I nt roduction

The Liberty Architecture seeks to provide federated network identity
in such a way that enhances security, privacy and trust; thus
creating a networked world across which individuals and busi nesses
can engage in virtually any transacti on w thout conprom sing the
privacy and security of vital identity information

One fundanental conponent of this architecture is its use of XM. [5],
and specifically, XM. Scherma [7] and Nanespaces [6]. These
conmponents require identifiers that will live far beyond the lifetine
of the organi zation that produced them As such, a URN namespace for
those conponents that adheres to the assunptions and policies of the
Li berty specification is required.

Thi s namespace specification is for a formal namespace.
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2. Specification Tenpl ate

Namespace | D:
"l'iberty" requested.

Regi stration | nfornmation:
Regi stration Version Nunber: 1
Regi stration Date: 2003-04-01

Decl ared regi strant of the namespace:
Li berty Alliance Project
c/o | EEE-| STO
445 Hoes Lane
Pi scat away, NJ 08855-1331, USA
i nfo@rojectliberty.org

Decl aration of structure:
The Nanespace Specific Strings (NSS) of all URNs assigned by
Liberty will conformto the syntax defined in section 2.2 of RFC
2141 [1]. In addition, all Liberty URN NSSs w || consist of a
left-to-right series of tokens delimted by colons. The left-to-
ri ght sequence of colon-delinited tokens corresponds to descendi ng
nodes in a tree. To the right of the | owest nam ng authority node
there may be zero, one or nore |levels of hierarchical (although
not in the RFC 2396 [2] sense of 'hierarchy’) nam ng nodes
termnating in a rightnost | eaf node. See the section entitled
"Identifier assignnent" below for nore on the semantics of NSSs.

This syntax convention is captured in the following normati ve ABNF
[4] rules for Liberty NSSs:

Li berty-NSS = 1*(subSt Char) O0*(":" 1*(subStChar))
subSt Char = trans / "% HEXDI G HEXDI G
trans = ALPHA / DIA@T / other / reserved
ot her = G A T A S A B A |
R N I A B
R A T B A
reserved = RCZ T A L A B
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The exclusion of the colon fromthe list of "other" characters
means that the colon can only occur as a delimter between string
tokens. Note that this ABNF rul e set guarantees that any valid
Liberty NSSis also a valid RFC 2141 NSS

For exanpl e:

urn:liberty: schemas: aut hct x: 2002: 05
urn:liberty: schemas: core: 2002: 12

Rel evant ancillary docunentation
Li berty Architecture Overview [ 3]
Version 1.1
Li berty Alliance Project
January 15, 2003
Identifier uniqueness considerations:

Identifiers are assigned by the Liberty Project within its various

standards. |In the process of publishing a specification all newy
m nted nanes are checked agai nst the record of previously assigned
nanes.

Identifier persistence considerations:

The assi gnment process guarantees that names are not reassigned

and that the binding between the nane and its resource is

per manent, regardl ess of any standards or organi zati onal changes.
Process of identifier assignnent:

Nanes are assignhed by the Liberty standards publication process.
Process of identifier resolution

At this time no resolution mechanismis specified.
Rul es for Lexical Equival ence:

Lexi cal equival ence of two Liberty nanmespace specific strings

(NSSs) is defined as an exact, case-sensitive string match. The
Li berty Alliance will assign nanes of inmediately subordinate
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nam ng authorities in a case-insensitive fashion, so that there
will not be two Liberty-subordi nate nam ng authorities whose nanes
differ only in case.

Conf ormance wi th URN Synt ax:
There are no additional characters reserved.
Val i dati on nmechani sm
None other than verifying with the correct Liberty specifications.
Scope:
d oba
3. | ANA Consi derations

Thi s docunent includes a URN Namespace regi stration that has been
entered into the | ANA registry for URN NI Ds.

4. Community Considerations

Wiile there is no resolution nechanismfor this nanespace, the nanes
thensel ves are used in public inplenentations of the Liberty
specifications. There are circunstances where objects fromthe

Li berty systemw || become exposed to the general Internet. 1In these
cases, the use of the Liberty nanespace will provide general
interoperability benefits to the Internet at large. Additionally,
there may be subconponents of the Liberty specifications that nmay be
adopt ed by other standards, in which case the URNs used to identify
those conponents and specifications can be easily used to enhance

ot her, non-Liberty based, systens.

5. Security Considerations

Since there is no defined resolution nmechanismfor Liberty URNs it is
difficult to authenticate the fact that a gi ven namespace actually
adheres to the standard, thus applications should be careful to not
take sonme unverified sources assertion that what it is sending
adheres to what the actual URN is assigned to.

Meal |'i ng I nf or mat i onal [ Page 4]



RFC 3622 The Li berty URN Nanespace February 2004

6. References
6. 1. Nor mat i ve Ref erences
[1] Mats, R, "URN Syntax", RFC 2141, May 1997.

[2] Berners-Lee, T., Fielding, R and L. Masinter, "Uniform Resource
ldentifiers (URI): Generic Syntax", RFC 2396, August 1998.

[3] Hodges, J. and T. Watson, "Liberty Architecture Overview',
Li berty 1.1, January 2003,
<http://ww. projectliberty.org/specs/liberty-architecture-
overvi ewvl. 1. pdf >.

6. 2. I nformati ve References

[4] Crocker, D., Ed. and P. Overell, "Augnmented BNF for Syntax
Speci fications: ABNF', RFC 2234, Novenber 1997.

[5] Bray, T., Paoli, J., Sperberg-MQeen, C. and E. Mler,
"Ext ensi bl e Markup Language (XM.) 1.0 (2nd ed)", WBC REC xm,
Cct ober 2000, <http://ww. w3. org/ TR/ REC- xni >.

[6] Bray, T., Hollander, D. and A Layman, "Nanmespaces in XM.", WBC
REC- xm - nanes, January 1999, <http://ww. w3. org/ TR REC- xmi -
nanes>.

[7] Thonpson, H., Beech, D., Maloney, M and N. Mendel sohn, "XM
Schema Part 1: Structures", WBC REC-xml schema-1, May 2001,
<http://ww. w3. org/ TR/ xnml schema- 1/ >.

7. Intellectual Property Statenent

The | ETF takes no position regarding the validity or scope of any
intellectual property or other rights that mght be clained to
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thi s docunent or the extent to which any |icense under such rights

m ght or m ght not be avail able; neither does it represent that it
has made any effort to identify any such rights. Information on the

| ETF' s procedures with respect to rights in standards-track and

st andards-rel at ed docunentati on can be found in BCP-11. Copies of
clains of rights nade available for publication and any assurances of
licenses to be nade available, or the result of an attenpt nade to
obtain a general |icense or perm ssion for the use of such
proprietary rights by inplenmentors or users of this specification can
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The IETF invites any interested party to bring to its attention any

copyrights,

patents or patent applications,

or other proprietary

rights which may cover technol ogy that may be required to practice
this standard. Please address the information to the | ETF Executive

Di rector.
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9. Full Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The Internet Society (2004). Al R ghts Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it may be copied and furnished to
others, and derivative works that comment on or otherwi se explain it
or assist in its inplenentation my be prepared, copied, published
and distributed, in whole or in part, without restriction of any

ki nd, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
included on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zations, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng I nternet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into | anguages ot her than
Engl i sh.

The Iimted perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assignees.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS |S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE
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