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Status of this Meno

This meno provides information for the Internet community. |t does
not specify an Internet standard of any kind. Distribution of this
meno is unlimted.
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Abst r act

Thi s docunent describes a Uniform Resource Nane (URN) nanespace that
i s engineered by Network Sol utions, Inc. for nam ng people and
organi zati ons.

1. Introduction

In many cases Network Sol utions’ maintained directory applications
require sone unique and persistent way to tal k about an individual or
organi zation. For exanple, white pages style services need to
determine if one entry is distinct fromanother even if some of the
data happens to be the same. Also, e-conmerce authentication
mechani sns needs to identify a user and/or conpany uni quely and

possi bly over large spans of tine. In nmany cases a custoner
relationship can | ast several decades. Such |ong term customer

rel ati onshi ps can outlast any specific email address, Internet
service provider, surname, or possibly even the DNS itself.

The intent for these applications is that they be used and integrated
into other, non-NSI naintained applications in much the sane way that
domai n-nanmes that exist in Network Sol ution’s database are primarily

used in application that Network Solutions is _not_ involved in. In

much the same way that |1SBNs are nmintai ned by specific entities but

used in widely varying applications, NSI's PIN nanespace is intended

to be used in many applications where there is a need for a well

mai ntai ned identifier that names a person or organi zation
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A URN nanespace is uniquely suited to solve the persistent
identification needs of these applications since they are al so
required to be unique and persistent. The availability of a

st andardi zed resol uti on nmechani sm nmakes it possible for other
applications to reference and resolve PIN URNs in their own systens
in an open, non-proprietary way.

Thi s namespace specification is for a formal namespace.
2. Specification Tenpl ate

Nanmespace | D

pi n" request ed.

Regi stration I nfornmation

Regi stration Version Nunber: 1
Regi strati on Date: 2000-09-30

Decl ared regi strant of the namespace:

Net wor k Sol uti ons
505 Huntmar Park Drive
Her ndon, VA 22070

Decl aration of structure:

The structure of the NSS is a flat space of al phanuneric
characters which have no knowabl e structure outside of the
context of Network Solutions internal resolver. Future changes
to the assignnent methods may allow others to assign
sub-spaces of the flat nanmespace but again, this know edge is
only valid internally and should never be inferred or relied
upon externally.

Rel evant ancillary docunentation
None
I dentifier uniqueness considerations:
Identifiers are assigned by Network Solutions proprietary
registration systemin a way that guarantees uni queness. At
this time the algorithmis to iterate fromthe | ast assigned

nunber by sone positive integer. |In the future this algorithm
may change to incorporate a full range of al phanuneric
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elements. In either case, the systemw || conpare the newy
created identifier with all of the previous ones to ensure
that it has not already been assigned.
Identifier persistence considerations:
The assi gnment process guarantees that names are not reassigned
and that the binding between the nane and the person or
organi zation is permanent, regardless of any personal nane
changes, corporate restructuring, death or dissolution
Process of identifier assignnent:

Nanmes are granted via Network Solutions proprietary registration
pr ocedures.

Process of identifier resolution:
PIN URNs are resolved via URN resolvers run by Network
Solutions. Since a PIN URN identifies a person or
organi zation, resolving a PPN URN will only be able to return
information froman el ectronic proxy that is nerely a
representation of the actual person or organi zation being
naned.
Rul es for Lexical Equival ence:
The entire URN i s case-insensitive.
Conf ormance with URN Synt ax:
There are no additional characters reserved.
Val i dati on nmechani sm
None additional to resolution specified

Scope:
d oba
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3. Exanpl es

The foll owi ng exanpl es are not guaranteed to be real. They are
|isted for pedagogi cal reasons only.

URN: pi n: bs4321234
URN: pi n: 324kj 5hkj 45
URN: pi n: 2136

4. Security Considerations

Since the URNs in this nanespace are opaque there are no additional
security considerations other than those normally associated with the
use and resolution of URNs in general.

It is noted however that attenpting to resolve a PIN URN through a
resol ver other than the one provided by Network Solution is error
prone. In any case it is not considered authoritative.
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Ful I Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The Internet Society (2001). All R ghts Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it may be copied and furnished to
others, and derivative works that comment on or otherwi se explain it
or assist in its inplenentation my be prepared, copied, published
and distributed, in whole or in part, without restriction of any

ki nd, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
included on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zations, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng I nternet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into | anguages ot her than
Engl i sh.

The Iimted perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assigns.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS |S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE
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