NETWORK WORKI NG GROUP E. FORMAN
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CATEGORIES F, G

UPDATES: NONE

OBSCLETES:  NONE

ESTABLI SHI NG A LOCAL GUI DE FOR NETWORK USACE

Actual experiences and experinentation with network systens and
subsystens will be an inportant supplenent to existing NIC
docunentation. For this reason, MTRE, to facilitate |ocal user
access to network resources, is planning to establish a |ocal GU DE TO
NETWORK USAGE to suppl enent the Resources Not ebook and other N C
docunentation. The Guide will be tailored to the needs of M TRE users
and will contain information on network systems and subsystems. (W
cannot precisely define systems and subsystens at this time but as an
exanpl e of what we have in mnd, TENNEX at SRl is a systemand NLS is
a subsystem)

The Guide will be inmplemented under NLS in much the sane fashion
as the NIC LOCATOR SYSTEM Information gathered that is appropriate
for the NIC but not yet included will be submitted for inclusion in
the NI C.

Attached is an outline of the proposed NLS files for the Quide
System The information included in the Guide will be sufficiently
detailed to enable |ocal users who are unfamliar with the network,
its term nol ogy, and stores of reference material to utilize resources
at foreign hosts via the network

Sites will be included in the CGuide as |ocal users gain
experience with systems and subsystens | ocated at the renpte sites.
Therefore, the sites nost likely to be in the Guide will be those that
can be used to support M TRE proj ects.

We are planning to coordinate our efforts in this undertaking

with a simlar effort at the National Bureau of Standards. W believe
that such endeavors will result in valuable contributions to the NI C
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particularly to the Network Resources Notebook. Although the Guide
will be tailored for MTRE users, it will contain information of
general interest to other network users and will be nmade accessible to
t hem t hrough NLS

The Gui de shoul d becone operational during Decenmber 1971. Any
comments on proposed contents of the Quide are wel conme. Anyone
wi shing to cooperate in this effort should contact E. Forman at M TRE

[ This RFC was put into machine readable formfor entry ]
[ into the online RFC archives by BBN Corp. under the ]
[ direction of Al ex MKenzie. 12/ 96 ]
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ATTACHVENT

An NLS "Site File" will be built for each site at which a
resource is presently available to network users at MTRE. Initial
files will be for those sites that offer resources that are of
specific interest to the local community. A RESOURCE LOCATOR FILE
will contain a table of contents of the SITE FILES and a |ist of the
subsystens surveyed for each of these sites. The headings in the
table of contents will contain links to the corresponding online site
file docunents.

<M TRE> RESOURCE- LOCATCR

@) Qut put processor directives
1 Text indicating howto use this file
2 Site identification
(Li nk)
2A Subsystem list (with Iinks)
3 Next site
4 Next site

[ Page 3]



<M TRE> SI TE- FI LE (one for each site)

@) Qut put processor directives
1 Text indicating howto use this file
2 Subsystem |list (with Iinks)
3 Peri ods of systemavailability
4 Account s
4 Account s
4A Li st of accounts at site established by M TRE personne
4A1 For each account indicate:
- users

- who is allowed to use this account

- restrictions on use of systemor subsystemwith
with this account

- who to ask for password and ID (if the account

is open to use by all, list password and al | owabl e
I D s)
4A2 Next account
4B How to establish a new account
5 System charges (speci al subsystem charges--if any--

will be listed with subsystem entry)

6 Syst em Docunent ati on
6A Title

- Brief description
- N C reference nunber
- link
- on hand at |ocal station
- local users who have copy
- where to order

7 Log in procedures (special log in procedures for sub-
systens (if any) will be listed with the subsystem entry)
8 Speci al consi derations when used with the follow ng
| ocal (network user) equi pnent:
8A Wth devices ----- R
- N C reference nunbers
- links

- list of special considerations when used with this
system (e.g., special characteristics, half or
full dupl ex)

8B Wt h devices
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<M TRE> SI TE- FI LE (conti nued)

9 Conments on system usage and performance such as
reliability, availability,
bugs, differences from docunmentation (simlar to NIC

Journal Fol kl ore)

recent user experience,

10 Subsystem " "
10A Brief capability description
Ref erences and |i nks
10B Subsyst em docunent ati on
10B1 Title
- brief description
NI C ref erence nunber
- link
- on hand at |ocal station?
- local users who have copy
- where to order
10B2 Next document
10C Periods of availability--same as systemor |ist
speci al subsystem availability tines
10D Speci al subsystem charges if any
10E Log in procedures-if special log in procedure needed
for subsystem
10F Speci al consi derati ons when used with the foll ow ng
| ocal (network user) equipnent:
10F1 Wth devices ----- , -
- N C reference nunbers
- links
- list of special considerations when used with
this subsystem (e.g., special characteristics,
hal f or full duplex)
10F2 Wth devices ----- , -
10G Conments on subsystem usage and perfornmance such as

11

reliability, availability, recent user experience, bugs,
di fferences from docunentation (simlar to NIC
Journal Fol kl ore)

Subsystem "
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