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Status of this Meno

Thi s docunent specifies an Internet standards track protocol for the
Internet community, and requests discussion and suggestions for

i mprovenents. Please refer to the current edition of the "Internet
Oficial Protocol Standards" (STD 1) for the standardi zation state
and status of this protocol. Distribution of this nenop is unlimted.
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Abst ract
In RFC 2533, "A Syntax for Describing Media Feature Sets", an
expression format is presented for describing nedia feature
capabilities using sinple nedia feature tags.
This menp contains two corrections to that specification: one fixes
an error in the formal syntax specification, and the other fixes an

error in the rules for reducing feature conpari son predicates.
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1.

I nt roducti on

In RFC 2533, "A Syntax for Describing Media Feature Sets" [1], an
expression format is presented for describing nedia feature
capabilities using sinple nedia feature tags. This provides a fornat
for nmessage handling agents to describe the nedia feature content of
messages that they can handle. That nmeno al so describes an al gorithm
for finding the commopn capabilities expressed by two different
feature expressions.

This menp contains two corrections to that specification: one fixes
an error in the formal syntax specification, and the other fixes an
error in the feature set matching algorithm in the rules for
reduci ng feature conpari son predicates.

The first of these corrections affects the normati ve content of RFC
2533; the second affects non-normative content.

1.1 Termi nol ogy and docunent conventions

Thi s specification uses syntax notation and conventi ons described in
RFC 2234, "Augnented BNF for Syntax Specifications: ABNF' [2].

NOTE: Comments |like this provide additional nonessenti al

i nformati on about the rationale behind this docunment. Such
information is not needed for building a conformant

i mpl ementation, but may help those who wi sh to understand the
design in greater depth.

1.2 Discussion of this document

Di scussi on of this docunent shoul d take place on the content

negoti ation and nedia feature registration mailing list hosted by the
Internet Mail Consortium (1M).

Pl ease send comments regardi ng this docunment to:

ietf-medfree@nt. org

To subscribe to this list, send a nessage with the body ’subscribe
to "ietf-medfree-request@nct. org".

To see what has gone on before you subscribed, please see the mailing
list archive at:

http://ww.inc.org/ietf-nmedfree/
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2. Correction to feature expression syntax

In section 4.1, RFC 2533 defines the syntax for a "set" expression as
foll ows:
set = attr "=" "[" setentry *( "," setentry ) "]"
setentry = wvalue "/" range

The production for ’setentry’ should read:
setentry = value / range

That is: the '/’ character is not a character literal, but separates

two alternative forns for 'setentry’'. This corrected syntax all ows
the set expression exanples given in section 4.2.5 of RFC 2533, such
as:

( width=[3,4,6..17/2] )
3. Correction to feature set matching reduction rules
In section 5.8.2, "Rules for sinplifying unordered val ues", RFC 2533

lists the following rewiting rules for sinplifying feature tag
conparisons wth unordered val ues:

(LEf a) (LEf b) --> (LEf a), a=b
FALSE, ot herw se
(LEf a) (CEf b) --> FALSE, al =b
(LEf a) (NL f b) --> (LEf a) al =b
FALSE, ot herw se
(LEf a) (NGf b) --> (LEf a), al =b
FALSE, ot herw se

The second of these rules is inconplete, and shoul d read:

(LEf a) (CGETf b) --> (LEf a), a=b
FALSE, ot herwi se
NOTE: inplenmentation experience with these rules has

suggested a revised feaure set matching algorithmwith a
nmore useful set of sinplification rules. Apart fromthe
change noted above, the algorithmgiven in RFC 2533 has
been i npl enented and shown to work as intended, but the
results generated are not always in the nost convenient
form It is planned to test and publish a revised
algorithmat a future date.
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4. Security Considerations

Security considerations are discussed in RFC 2533 [1] and rel ated
docunents.
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7. Full Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The Internet Society (1999). All R ghts Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it may be copied and furnished to
others, and derivative works that comment on or otherwi se explain it
or assist in its inplenentation my be prepared, copied, published
and distributed, in whole or in part, without restriction of any

ki nd, provided that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
included on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zations, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng I nternet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into | anguages ot her than
Engl i sh.

The Iimted perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assigns.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS |S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE
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