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Status of this Meno

Thi s docunent specifies an Internet standards track protocol for the
Internet community, and requests discussion and suggestions for

i nprovenents. Please refer to the current edition of the "Internet
Oficial Protocol Standards" (STD 1) for the standardization state
and status of this protocol. Distribution of this neno is unlimted.

Copyri ght Notice
Copyright (C The Internet Society (1998). All Ri ghts Reserved.
Overvi ew

Thi s docunent describes the registration of the MM sub-type

mul tipart/voi ce-nessage for use with the Voice Profile for Internet
Mail (VPIM. A full description of usage can be found in the VPIMv2
speci fication.

1. Abstract

Thi s docunent describes the registration of the MM sub-type

mul tipart/voi ce-nessage for use with the Voice Profile for Internet
Mail (WPIM. A full description of usage can be found in the VPIMv2
specification [VPIM]. This docunent revises an earlier sub-type
registration in RFC 1911 [ VPI M].

2. VPI M Scope

The VPI M specification defines a restricted profile of the Internet
mul ti medi a messagi ng protocols for use between voice processing

pl atforns. These platforns have historically been speci al - purpose
computers and often do not have the sane facilities normally
associated with a traditional Internet Enmail-capable conmputer. As a
result, VPIMalso specifies additional functionality as it is needed.
The profile is intended to specify the mininumcomon set of features
to allow interworking between conpliant systens.
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The key words "MJST", "MJST NOT", "REQU RED', "SHALL", "SHALL NOT",
"SHOULD', "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMVENDED', "MAY", and "OPTIONAL" in this
docunent are to be interpreted as described in [REQ.

3. Voice Message |Interchange
3.1 nultipart/voi ce-nmessage

The M ME sub-type multipart/voice-nmessage is defined to hold specific
medi a contents that are interchanged in nessages between voice
nmessagi ng systens described in [VPIM2]. Essentially, the sub-type
provides a sinple wapper that easily identifies the entire content
as being the components of a single voice nessage. The sub-type is
identical in semantics and syntax to multipart/mxed, as defined in
[MME2]. As such, it may be safely interpreted as a nmultipart/m xed
by systens that do not understand the sub-type (only the
identification as a voice nessage would be | ost).

Thi s mechanismallows the insertion of an explanatory preanble (e.qg.
VPI M voi ce nessage attached) for recipients who read the nessage with
pre-M ME software, since the preanble will be ignored by M ME-
conpliant software.

In addition to the M ME required boundary paraneter, a version
paraneter is also required for this sub-type. This is to

di stinguish, this refinenment of the sub-type fromthe previous
definition in [VPIM]. The value of the version paraneter is "2.0"
if the content conforns to the requirenents of [VPIM]. Should there
be further revisions of this content type, there MJUST be backwards
conmpatibility (i.e. systens inplenmenting version n can read version
2, and systems inplementing version 2 can read version 2 contents
within a version n). The default version value (when the paraneter
is mssing) is 1, indicating the content confornms to the requirenents
of [VPIM].

[ VPI M2] describes the restriction that only specific nmedia types,
applicable to voice nmessaging, are valid ‘next-level’ contents of
this sub-type (when version=2.0). They are: audio/*, imge/*,
message/ rfc822 and application/directory. The multipart provides for
t he packagi ng of as many of these contents as is necessary.

3.2 VPI M v2 Usage

The nul tipart/voi ce-nmessage sub-type is a primry conponent of the
VPI M specification [VPIM2]. Al VPIM Messages MIST contain this
sub-type to identify the wapping of a voice nessage. The contents
of this wapper can vary fromonly one audi o/ 32KADPCM content to a
conpl ex set of related and nested contents.

Vaudreui | & Parsons St andards Track [ Page 2]



RFC 2423 mul ti part/voi ce- nessage Sept enber 1998

Typically, if nore than one audi o segnment is present, the first is
the spoken nane of the originator, the second is the spoken subject,
and the third is the voice nessage itself. This order, however, MJST
NOT be assumed in any case. Further, the order that the contents
appear SHOULD be the order in which they are presented to the user

The spoken name segnment, if available, shall contain the name of the
message sender in the voice of the sender. The length of the spoken
nanme segment must not exceed 12 seconds.

The spoken subject segnent, if available, shall contain the subject
of the message sender in the voice of the sender. The length of the
spoken subj ect segment mnust not exceed 20 seconds.

The directory information part, if present, will contain information
specific to the orginator of the voice nessage

Refer to the VPIMv2 Specification for details on proper usage.
4. 1 ANA Registration
To: ietf-types@ana.org
Subj ect: Registration of MM nedia type
mul ti part/voi ce- nessage
M ME nedia type nane: multipart
M ME subtype nane: voi ce-nessage
Requi red paraneters: boundary, version
The use of boundary is defined in [M ME2]
The version paraneter that contains the value "2.0" if
encl osed content confornms to [VPIM2]. The absence of this
paranet er indi cates conformance to the previ ous version
defined in RFC 1911 [VPI M].
Opti onal parameters: none
Encodi ng considerations: 7bit, 8bit or Binary
Security considerations:
This definition identifies the content as being a voice
message. I n sone environnents (though Iikely not the

majority), the loss of the anonynmity of the content may be a
security issue.
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Interoperability considerations:
Systens devel oped to conformw th [VPIM] may not conformto
this registration. Specifically, the required version wll
likely be absent, in this case the recipient system should
still be able to accept the nmessage and will be able to
handl e the content. The VPIMv1l positional identification,
however, would likely be |ost.
Publ i shed specification:
Thi s docunent
[ VPI M2]
Applications which use this nmedia type:
Primarily voi ce nmessagi ng
Addi tional infornmation:
Magi ¢ nunber(s): ?
File extension(s): .VPM
Maci ntosh File Type Code(s): VPIM
Person & enmil address to contact for further infornation:

d enn W Par sons
d enn. Parsons@\ortel . ca

Gregory M Vaudreui l
Greg. Vaudr eui | @xt el . Com

I nt ended usage: COVMON
Aut hor/ Change control |l er

A enn W Parsons & Gregory M Vaudreui l
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7. Full Copyright Statenent
Copyright (C) The Internet Society (1998). All R ghts Reserved.

Thi s docunent and translations of it may be copied and furnished to
others, and derivative works that comment on or otherwi se explain it
or assist inits inplnmentation nmay be prepared, copied, published and
distributed, in whole or in part, without restriction of any Kkind,
provi ded that the above copyright notice and this paragraph are
included on all such copies and derivative works. However, this
docunent itself may not be nodified in any way, such as by renoving
the copyright notice or references to the Internet Society or other
I nternet organi zations, except as needed for the purpose of
devel opi ng I nternet standards in which case the procedures for
copyrights defined in the Internet Standards process nust be
followed, or as required to translate it into | anguages ot her than
Engl i sh.

The Iimted perm ssions granted above are perpetual and will not be
revoked by the Internet Society or its successors or assigns.

Thi s docunent and the information contained herein is provided on an
"AS |S" basis and THE | NTERNET SOCI ETY AND THE | NTERNET ENG NEERI NG
TASK FORCE DI SCLAI M5 ALL WARRANTI ES, EXPRESS OR | MPLI ED, | NCLUDI NG
BUT NOT LI M TED TO ANY WARRANTY THAT THE USE OF THE | NFORMATI ON
HEREI N W LL NOT | NFRI NGE ANY RI GHTS OR ANY | MPLI ED WARRANTI ES OF
MERCHANTABI LI TY OR FI TNESS FOR A PARTI CULAR PURPCSE. "
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