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Abstract

Thi s docunent proposes a path verification nechanismfor SRv6, which
adopt s a hop-by-hop cryptographi c conputation on the destination
segnent identifier at each node, conbined with an end-to-end
verification at the last hop. Although the HMAC nmechani sm specified
in RFC 8754 can verify the integrity of the entire SID List, if we
want to force the SRv6 endpoints the packet nust pass through during
forwarding, it is necessary to retain sone information each tine the
packet passes through an SRv6 endpoint. This draft proposes an
enhancenment to HVAC specificed by RFC 8754 that provides the
capability to enforce the packet’s forwarding path to go through al
or certain SRv6 endpoints in the SID List. And this approach al so
significantly reduces the processing overhead associated with hop-by-
hop path verification

Status of This Meno

This Internet-Draft is submtted in full conformance with the
provi sions of BCP 78 and BCP 79

Internet-Drafts are working docunents of the Internet Engineering
Task Force (I ETF). Note that other groups nmay also distribute
wor ki ng documents as Internet-Drafts. The list of current Internet-
Drafts is at https://datatracker.ietf.org/drafts/current/.

Internet-Drafts are draft documents valid for a maxi mum of six nonths
and nay be updated, replaced, or obsol eted by other docunents at any
time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference
material or to cite themother than as "work in progress."

This Internet-Draft will expire on 20 Decenber 2025
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Copyri ght Notice

Copyright (c) 2025 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Docunments (https://trustee.ietf.org/
license-info) in effect on the date of publication of this docunent.
Pl ease revi ew these documents carefully, as they describe your rights
and restrictions with respect to this docunent. Code Conponents
extracted fromthis docunment nust include Revised BSD License text as
described in Section 4.e of the Trust Legal Provisions and are

provi ded without warranty as described in the Revised BSD License.
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1. Introduction

[ RFC8754] describes how to use the HVAC TLV to verify the integrity
and authenticity of the SRH(Segment Routing Header) during the
transm ssi on process, and to prevent the SRH from being mali ciously
tanpered with or forged. Although the HVAC nmechani sm specified in
RFC 8754 can verify the integrity of the entire SID List, if we want
to force the SRv6 endpoints the packet nust pass through during
forwarding, it is necessary to retain sonme information each time the
packet passes through an SRv6 endpoint. This draft proposes an
enhancenment to HVAC specificed by RFC 8754 that provides the
capability to enforce the packet’s forwarding path to go through al
or certain SRv6 endpoints in the SID List. Meanwhile, the SRv6 HVAC
mechani sm perforns end-to-end cryptographic verification of the
entire | Pv6 header and SRH header, which significantly increases the
processi ng performance and storage overhead of forwarding chips,
making it challenging to inmplenent in practical comercial

depl oynent s.
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Thi s docunent proposes a nechani smthat adopts a hop-by-hop

crypt ographi ¢ conmputation of the destination segnent identifier at
each node, conbined with an end-to-end verification at the last hop
Thi s approach significantly reduces the processing overhead

associ ated with hop-by-hop HVAC path verification. Furthernore, the
docunent replaces the HVAC algorithmwith a nore versatile signature
algorithm thereby extending its applicability beyond the confines of
HVAC.

1.1. Requirenents Language

The key words "MJST", "MJST NOT", "REQUI RED', "SHALL", "SHALL NOT",
"SHOULD', "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMMENDED', "NOT RECOMMVENDED', "MAY", and
"OPTIONAL" in this document are to be interpreted as described in
BCP 14 [ RFC2119] [RFCB174] when, and only when, they appear in all
capitals, as shown here

2. Process
The inproved SRv6 path verification mechani smproposed in this

docunent follows the processing flow at the head node, internediate
nodes, and tail nodes as described bel ow

S R + S R + S R + S R +
| Head +----- tInter +----- tlnter +------ +Tail |
| Nodel | | Node2 | | Node3 | | Node4

[ S, + [ S, + [ S, + [ S, +

Figure 1. Exanple topo
Head Node:

The head node sends an | Pv6/ SRv6 packet. It encrypts the destination
segnent identifier (i.e., the SID of the first internedi ate node)
usi ng a predefined encryption algorithm(e.g., HVAC, CRC, or other
generic algorithms) and a pre-shared key, generating verification
information 1. This verification information 1 is then inserted into
a specified field of the packet (e.g., the Segnment Routing Header
(SRH) label field, SRH TLV field, path segnent field, or |IPv6
extension header), In this docunent, it is assumed that the mechani sm
is inplemented by extending the "SRv6 SID Verify TLV' and
incorporating it into the SRH (Segnent Routing Header). The packet,
now containing verification information 1, is forwarded to the first

i nt ermedi at e node

I nter redi at e Nodes:
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The first intermedi ate node receives the | Pv6/ SRv6 packet fromthe
head node, which includes verification information 1 and the
destination segment identifier of the next hop (i.e., the SID of the
second internmedi ate node). The internediate node reads verification
information 1 and the segnent identifier of the next hop fromthe
packet, and then encrypts the verification information 1 and the
segnment identifier of the next hop using the same predefined
encryption algorithmand pre-shared key, respectively. It then suns
up verification information 2 through a predefined operation (e.qg.,
wei ght ed sunmation), generating verification information 2, which
will be inserted into the sane specified field of the packet, which
is then forwarded to the second internedi ate node. Subsequent

i ntermedi at e nodes repeat this process, sequentially propagating the
combi ned results of their own and all precedi ng nodes’ cal cul ati ons.

Tai | Node:

The tail node receives the packet fromthe | ast internediate node,

whi ch carries the conbined verification information. It will conpare
the conbined verification information with pre-cal cul ated path
verification value. |If they do not match, the packet is considered
routed by unexpected path and can be discarded. |If they match, the
packet strictly follows the SID List carried in the packet. In case

of a mismatch, tail node can conpare these results with its own
calculations to identify the specific node where the verification
failed, enabling traceability of the verification anonmaly.

In sunmary, the algorithmworks in the followi ng way. Define

ALG n(x) = AL kn, x), kn is the key for node n, and x is the SID in
the destination address, and Yn is the path verification information
carried by the packet and updated on each hop. Suppose the SRv6 path
starts from Nodel and ends on Node4, the path verification

i nformati on woul d be conputed as bel ow on each node. Nodel: Y1 =
ALG 1(SID_2); Node2: Y2 = ALG 2(SID _3) + ALG 2(Y1); Node3: Y3 =

ALG 3(SID 4) + ALG 3(Y2); Node4d: Y4 = ALG 3(SID 4) + ALG 4(y3).
Optionally, on last hop node, if the verication failed it can send
the packet to the SDN controller. Because Yn and ALG n(x) is known
to SDN controller, it can identify which nodes has been bypassed.

In this way, the internedi ate nodes specified by in the SIDIist wll
not be allowed to be bypassed since every hop will have fingerpint in
the Yn.

3. Ext ensi ons
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3.1. SRv6 SID Verify TLV

A new SRv6 SID Verify TLV is requested from "Segnment Routing Header
TLVs" in this docunent.
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Type (1 octets): TBD, SRv6 SID Verify TLV
Length (1 octets): The length of the variable-length data in bytes.
AlgorithmID(1 octets): The ID of encryption Al gorithm
Key Len(1l octet): Length of pre-shared
Auth Key ID: pre-shared key to encrypt the SID.
Signature: encrypted SID data, variable, in multiples of 8 octets.
Figure 2: SRv6 SID Verify TLV
4. |1 ANA Consi derations
4.1. SRv6 SID Verify TLV

A new SRv6 SID Verify TLV is requested from "Segnment Routing Header
TLVS".

B sl sy ey
| Value | Description | Reference |
[ bl s oo e el oo
| O | SRv6 SID Verify TLV | This docunent |
+------- R i I T R i +

Tabl e 1: Code Poi nt
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5. Security Considerations
Thi s docunent should not affect the security of the Internet.
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