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Abst r act

Thi s docunent defines netadata tags for describing aspects of Contra,
Square, and other traditional called folk dances. These tags are
meant for archivists as well as nodern day callers of traditiona
dances.

Status of This Meno

This Internet-Draft is submtted in full confornmance with the
provi sions of BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Internet-Drafts are working docunents of the Internet Engineering
Task Force (I ETF). Note that other groups may also distribute
wor ki ng documents as Internet-Drafts. The list of current Internet-
Drafts is at https://datatracker.ietf.org/drafts/current/.

Internet-Drafts are draft docunents valid for a maxi num of six nonths
and may be updated, replaced, or obsol eted by other docunents at any
time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference
material or to cite themother than as "work in progress."

This Internet-Draft will expire on 12 October 2026
Copyright Notice

Copyright (c) 2026 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunment authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Docunents (https://trustee.ietf.org/
license-info) in effect on the date of publication of this docunent.
Pl ease revi ew these docunents carefully, as they describe your rights
and restrictions with respect to this docunent.
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1. Introduction

Many traditional folk dances including Contra Dance, Square Dance,
English Country Dance (ECD), and others froma variety of cultural
backgrounds involve a caller who | eads the dance by speaking or
singing the choreography in tine to the nusic. The caller will help
the dancers performthe choreography until either the nmusic that is
pre-sel ected for a particular dance ends or until the caller decides
to stop dependi ng on the dance style.

For archivists or nodern callers selecting recordings of called
dances there are a nunber of properties of the nusic that are not
described by traditional nusic netadata that nmay be desirable to
know. For exanple, an archivist may want to find all recordings of a
specific caller playing with a specific band, but the callers nane is
not a commonly used netadata tag. O a nodern caller may want to
filter out all tracks that have their own calls or are "crooked" (ie.
don’t perfectly align with the phrasing of the particul ar dance they
are calling) to select recordings to call to when a live band is not
avai |l abl e for a dance.

Havi ng a set of standardized tags to describe such dances makes it
easier for software meant for callers or archivists to display such
information in a standard, searchable, way. The justification for
assigned tags in Section 3.1 of [I-D.ietf-cellar-tags] also applies
to this document.

Thi s docunent only aims to cover tags specifically related to called

fol k dances. More general tags that may conplenent the tags in this
docunent are defined in [I-D.ietf-cellar-tags].
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1.1. Requirenents Language

The key words "MJST", "MJST NOT*, "REQU RED', "SHALL", "SHALL NOT",
"SHOULD', "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMMENDED', "NOT RECOMVENDED', "MAY", and
"OPTIONAL" in this docunent are to be interpreted as described in BCP
14 [ RFC2119] [RFCB174] when, and only when, they appear in al
capitals, as shown here

2. Assigned Tags
2.1. Called Tracks

The tags defined in the follow ng table describe recordi ngs that
i ncl ude sung or spoken dance calls.

Sone recordings include separate tracks for the caller and the band
or contain an entire evening of dances in a single file separated by
a CUE track. To facilitate these use cases, these tags SHOULD set a
target ([ RFC9559], Section 24.2) referencing the track containing the

calls.

[ ey sy ety o}

| Tag Nane Type Description |

+::::::::::::::::::::: _=—=—— :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::+
DANCE_FORM UTF-8 | The formof the folk dance such

+

I

+

I I
| as "contra" or "square". Because |
| a large nunmber of different folk |
| dances exist (and because this |
| tag may be broadly useful for |
| dances other than called folk |
| dances) no particular format or |
| list of dance forms are defined. |
| Archivists may choose to be nuch |
| nmore particular about this tag, |
| for exanple listing the specific |
| formation of a contra dance such |
| as "duple mnor inproper contra"

| while a caller may sinply list |
| the dance as "contra". |

| DANCE _CALLER | UTF-8 | The name of the caller heard in |

| | | the track. This MAY be the |

| | | special value "[unknown]" (see |

| | | Section 2.3). |

o e e e e e oo - R, oo e m e e e e e e e e e e e e mm e mmmaa o - +
DANCE _TI TLE UTF- 8 The nane of the dance being

I I
| called. This MAY be the special |
| value "[unknown]" (see |
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| | | Section 2.3). |

| The nane of the author of the

| dance being called. This MAY be
| one of the special val ues

| "[unknown]" or "[traditional]"

| (see Section 2.3).

| The moves of the dance in plain

| text format. No exact style is

| specified. The dance author,

| choreographer, or other

| information that can be

| represented by other tags in this
| document SHOULD NOT be incl uded

| and shoul d instead be read from

| the appropriate tags.

| Role terns used in the calls.

| For exanple, "Larks/Robins" or

| "Leads/Follows"™ or "Positional"

| for dances that explicitly do not
| nmention role terns for a

| partnership. No specific fornat
| is defined.

| Like the LICENSE field defined in
| Section 4.13 of

| [I1-D.ietf-cellar-tags] except

| relating to the choreography of

| the dance being call ed.

Table 1. Tags for tracks with calls
2.2. Called or Uncalled Tracks

The following tags are generally applicable to tracks that include
the caller as well as to tracks that are uncalled but fit the form of
a particular folk dance or are commonly used for folk dance. If the
file contains nmultiple audio tracks these tags SHOULD set a target
pointing to the track containing the nusic.
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| The nunber of intro beats (not bars) |
| before the dance starts and before any |
| potatoes. For exanple, if a dance had |
| a 28 beat introductory phrase followed |
| by 4 traditional potatoes before the |
| first tinme through the dance, this tag |
| would be set to 28 and DANCE_POTATCES |
| would be set to 4. |If a tune had an 8 |
| beat intro and no traditional potatoes |
| this would be set to 8 and |
| DANCE _POTATCES woul d be set to 0 or |
| unset. |

| "Potatoes" are a termused to describe

| the synchronization beats played by |
| the band before the tune starts to get |
| the caller and dancers on time. This |
| tag is the nunber of beats (not bars) |
| leading up to the first tinme through |
| the dance. |

| The start time (in nmilliseconds) of |
| the first time through the dance. |
| This is where the dancers would start |
| nmoving, not where the caller would |
| start calling. |

| The nunber of conplete tinmes through |
| the dance excluding any intro, outro, |
| or potatoes. The exact definition |
| will depend on the type of dance. For |
| exanple, a contra dance has 64 beat |
| (32 bar) phrases so the nunber of |
| tines through the dance will be the |
| nunmber of beats of mnusic (excluding |
| intros, outros, and any crooked |
| phrasing) divided by 64. |

| Whether the dance is a "crooked" tune

| (ie. not in perfect dance form). |If |
| set, this key MJST al ways be the val ue

| "TRUE" or "FALSE". |

| DANCE IS SONG | UTF-8 | Wiether the track is a song (has sung |
| | | vocal lyrics other than the calls) or
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| | | a tune (instrunental only). |If set, |
| | | this key MJST al ways be the val ue |
| | | "TRUE" or "FALSE". |

Tabl e 2: Tags for any track
2.3. Special Values

Several tags that take free-formtext may al so have certain specia
val ues such as "[unknown]" or "[traditional]" as described above. In
software that displays this nmetadata these val ues MAY be shown as a
different, |ocalizable, string.

The val ue "[unknown]", where permtted, indicates that the value of
the tag should be displayed but is currently unknown. This is
different froman unset tag which conveys no semantic neaning.

The value "[traditional]", where pernmitted, indicates that the
aut horship of the dance is part of a folk tradition and no particul ar
aut hor or authors can be assigned to it.

3. Use with Vorbis Conments and ot her tagging systens

Though these tags were defined for use with Matroska files, they may
be used in other comon tagging systems such as Vorbis Conments
[Vorbis] and in systens which re-use Vorbis Coments such as FLAC

[ RFC9639], Section 8.6 tags. To use tags fromthis docunent in
Vorbi s Comrents renove the "DANCE " prefix and instead use the
nanespace "DANCE:". For exanple, the "DANCE POTATCES' tag becones

" DANCE: POTATCES"

These tag nanmes may be useful in other common taggi ng systens such as
I D3 and APE where they can likely be used w thout nodification,
however, their exact use in such systens is not defined in this
docunent .

4. |1 ANA Consi derations

This nmeno nodifies the "Matroska Tag Nanes" registry defined in
Section 6.1 of [I-D.ietf-cellar-tags] to add the foll owi ng val ues:
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+=====================+4-SSSS=====+4SSSSSSSSSS-S-===-===========+
| Tag Nane | Tag Type | Reference |
R gttt bttty sttty ettt ettt ettty
| DANCE_FORM | UTF-8 | This docunent, Section 2.1 |
| DANCE CALLER Utk | This document, Section 2.1 |
| owceTiTie | Ute-8 | This document, Section 2.1 |
| DANCE_GHOREQGRAPHER | UTF-8 | Thi s document, Section 2.1 |
| DANCE_GHOREGGRAPHY | UTF-8 | Thi s document, Section 2.1 |
| DacE RoLES | Ute-8 | This document, Section 2.1 |
| DANCE_LIcENSE | UTe-8 | This document, Section 2.1 |
e | Utk | This document, Section 2.2 |
| DANCE_POTATGES | UTF-8 | This document, Section 2.2 |
| DaCESTART | UTe-8 | This document, Section 2.2 |
| Dwce Tines | Utk | This document, Section 2.2 |
| DANCE_cRookED | Ute-8 | This document, Section 2.2 |
| DACE IS sonG | UTe-8 | This document, Section 2.2 |
oo R oo oo +

Table 3: Additions to the "Matroska Tag Names" Registry
5. Security Considerations
Thi s docunent does not affect the security of the internet.
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