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Abst r act

This Internet Draft proposes three categories that woul d enabl e
parties to express preferences regarding how digital assets are used
by aut omat ed processing systems. The proposal is for these
categories to nest within the |arger category of Automated
Processing, currently envisaged in the [ Al PREF-VOCAB] .

About Thi's Documnent
This note is to be renoved before publishing as an RFC

The latest revision of this draft can be found at https://I-

ronm gi t hub.io/draft-ronmai pref-vocab-contentsignal s/draft-romm

ai pref-contentsignals.htm. Status information for this document nay
be found at https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/draft-rommaipref-
contentsignal s/.

Di scussion of this docunent takes place on the Al Preferences Wrking
Goup mailing list (mailto:ai-control @etf.org), which is archived at
https://mailarchive.ietf.org/arch/browse/ai-control/. Subscribe at
https://wwv. ietf.org/mailman/listinfo/ai-control/.

Source for this draft and an issue tracker can be found at
https://github. com | -romd draft-ronm ai pref-vocab-cont entsi gnal s.

Status of This Meno

This Internet-Draft is submtted in full conformance with the
provi sions of BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Internet-Drafts are working docunents of the Internet Engineering
Task Force (IETF). Note that other groups nmay also distribute

wor ki ng docunments as Internet-Drafts. The list of current Internet-
Drafts is at https://datatracker.ietf.org/drafts/current/.
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Internet-Drafts are draft documents valid for a maxi num of six nonths
and may be updated, replaced, or obsol eted by other docunents at any
time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference
material or to cite themother than as "work in progress."

This Internet-Draft will expire on 4 April 2026
Copyright Notice

Copyright (c) 2025 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Documents (https://trustee.ietf.org/
license-info) in effect on the date of publication of this docunent.
Pl ease revi ew these docunents carefully, as they describe your rights
and restrictions with respect to this docunent. Code Conponents
extracted fromthis docunment nust include Revised BSD License text as
described in Section 4.e of the Trust Legal Provisions and are

provi ded without warranty as described in the Revised BSD License.
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1. Introduction

This proposal introduces and ainms to define a specific set of
preferences to address the need for expressing how digital assets can
be used by automated systems, particularly in the context of training
artificial intelligence (A) nodels and generating search results.
These preference categories enable clear and explicit conmunication
of preferences regarding the use of digital assets for search

i ndexi ng and Al training.
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2. Conventions and Definitions

The key words "MJST", "MJST NOT", "REQUI RED', "SHALL", "SHALL NOT",
"SHOULD', "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMMENDED', "NOT RECOMMENDED', "MAY", and
"OPTIONAL" in this docunent are to be interpreted as described in
BCP 14 [ RFC2119] [RFC8174] when, and only when, they appear in all
capitals, as shown here

For the purposes of this docunent, in addition to the definitions in
Section 4 of [Al PREF-VOCAB], the followi ng terns are used:

* *Search Results:* hyperlinks and short excerpts returned from
contents of the retrieved asset(s)

* *Retrieval - Augnented CGeneration (RAG:* A techni que where externa
content is retrieved at query tine and supplied to a nodel to
condition the generated output (B. Silver)

3. Vocabul ary Definition
3.1. Search

The act of using one or nore assets to build a search i ndex and
provi de Search Results. Search does not include providing Al-
generated search summari es. The use of assets for Search is a proper
subset of Autonmated Processing usage.

3.2. Al Input
The act of inputting an asset or assets into one or nore Al nodels
for purposes of retrieval -augnented generation, grounding, or other
real -tinme taking of content for generative Al search answers. The
use of assets for Al Input is a proper subset of Automated Processing
usage.

3.3. Al Training

The act of training or fine-tuning Al nodels. The use of assets for
Al Training is a proper subset of Automated Processing usage.

4. Usage Category Labels

Each usage category in Section 3 is mapped to a short textual | abel
Table 1 specifies this mapping.
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5.

8.

8.

[ ool sl s e e o}
| Category | Label | Reference |
[ e ———— ———————— e pp—p—p—p—(————r 1
| Search | search | Section 3.1 |
R LT R T R LT +
| Al Input | ai-input | Section 3.2

R e R +
| Al Training | ai-train | Section 3.3

L TP e +

Table 1. Usage category | abels
Security Considerations
TODO Security
I ANA Consi derati ons
Thi s document has no | ANA acti ons.
Addendum

The definition definition for Search (3.1) provided in this docunent
may be replaced with the Search Category definition proposed in
[ Al PREF- VOCAB] and copi ed bel ow

Usi ng one or nore assets in a search application that directs users
to the location fromwhich the assets were retrieved. Search
applications can be conplex and may serve multiple purposes. Only
those parts of applications that direct users to the location of an
asset are included in this category of use. This includes the use of
titles or excerpts fromassets that are used to hel p users sel ect
between multipl e candi date opti ons.

Preferences for the Search category apply to those parts of
applications that provide search capabilities, regardl ess of what
ot her preferences are stated.

Parts of applications that do not direct users to the |ocation of
assets, such as summaries, are not covered by this category of use.

The use of assets for Search is a proper subset of Autonated
Processi ng usage.
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