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Abst ract

Thi s docunent di scusses the continued appearance of the phrase “All
Ri ghts Reserved” in |ETF Trust copyright notices, despite the phrase
no | onger being required for copyright protection in many
jurisdictions. It asks whether the phrase serves a present |egal or
operational purpose in | ETF docunents, or whether it should be
renoved or replaced.

Status of This Meno

This Internet-Draft is submtted in full conformance with the
provi sions of BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Internet-Drafts are working docunents of the Internet Engineering
Task Force (I ETF). Note that other groups may also distribute

wor ki ng documents as Internet-Drafts. The list of current Internet-
Drafts is at https://datatracker.ietf.org/drafts/current/.

Internet-Drafts are draft docunments valid for a maxi num of six nonths
and may be updated, replaced, or obsol eted by other docunents at any
time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference
material or to cite themother than as "work in progress.”

This Internet-Draft will expire on 3 Novenber 2026.
Copyri ght Notice

Copyright (c) 2026 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’'s Legal
Provisions Relating to | ETF Documents (https://trustee.ietf.org/
license-info) in effect on the date of publication of this docunent.
Pl ease revi ew these documents carefully, as they describe your rights
and restrictions with respect to this docunent.
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1. Executive Sunmary

The phrase “All Rights Reserved” originated as a formal requirenent
under the 1910 Buenos Aires Convention, which conditioned copyright
protection on an explicit reservation of rights. However, this

requi renent becane obsol ete once all Buenos Aires Convention parties
acceded to the Berne Convention, whose Article 5(2) prohibits

condi tioning copyright on formalities.

As a result, the phrase no | onger serves a necessary |egal function
in nodern copyright reginmes. |Its continued inclusion in |IETF Trust
copyright notices appears to be a historical artifact rather than a
functional requirenent.

Thi s docunent exani nes whet her the phrase provides any present |ega
or operational value in | ETF docunents and considers whether its
conti nued use shoul d be reconsi dered.

2. Introduction

The phrase “All Rights Reserved” was commonly used to satisfy Article
3 of the 1910 Buenos Aires Convention (BAC), which required that a

work contain a statenent indicating reservation of rights in order to
receive protection in other Convention states. [BAC TEXT] The phrase
was therefore historically required in the inter-Anerican copyright
system particularly before the United States and all Buenos Aires
Convention parties were covered by broader formality-free copyright

regi nes.

Robi nson Expi res 3 Novenber 2026 [ Page 2]



I nternet-Draft Al Rights Reserved May 2026

That function becane effectively obsolete no later than August 23,
2000, when Nicaragua, apparently the |ast Buenos Aires Convention
party not yet in Berne, becane bound by the Berne Convention. Berne
Article 5(2) provides that the enjoynent and exerci se of copyright
“shall not be subject to any formality.” [BERNE-TEXT] The conti nued
use of “All Rights Reserved” in IETF Trust notices appears to be a
| egacy artifact rather than a |l egally necessary reservation

Ret ai ni ng obsol ete | egal | anguage nay create confusion about the
scope of rights granted under | ETF Trust terns and obscure the actua
|'i censing framework.

3. Probl em St at enment

The phrase “All Rights Reserved” continues to appear in |ETF Trust
copyright notices despite no |onger being required for copyright
protection under applicable international treaties. This raises the
guestion of whether the phrase serves any current |egal or
operational purpose, or whether its continued use is unnecessary and
potentially confusing.

4. Wy It Is No Longer Necessary

By August 23, 2000, every state listed by the Wrld Intellectua
Property Organization (WPO as a contracting party or signatory of
the Buenos Aires Convention had beconme party to the Berne Convention
[ BAC- PARTIES] As a result, the Buenos Aires Convention notice fornula
no |l onger served any practical treaty function anong those states,
because Berne Article 5(2) prohibits conditioning the enjoynent or
exerci se of copyright on formalities.

5. Li st O Buenos Aires Convention Parties And Berne Accessi on Date

‘o4 -S4 oSS ooooo4 oD ==—===+
| Country | BAC Status | Berne Accession Date | Effective

[ oo s e s s e e ey oo 3
| Argentina | Apr 19 1950 | Jun 10 1967 | 1967 |
I I I I I I I +
| Bolivia | May 15 1914 | Nov 4 1993 | 1993 |
I I I I T Fo-m - - +
| Brazil | Aug 31 1915 | Feb 9 1922 | 1922 |
Fommm e - - - Fom e e a - - I T eI e I I +
| Chile | Jun 14 1955 | Jun 5 1970 | 1970 |
I I I I I I I +
| Costa Rica | Nov 30 1916 | Jun 10 1978 | 1978 |
I I I I T Fo-m - - +
| Cuba * | | Feb 20 1997 | 1997 |
Fommm e - - - Fom e e a - - I T eI e I I +
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| Domnican | Oct 31 1912 | Dec 24 1997 | 1997 |
| Republic | | | |
R S T R +
| Ecuador | Apr 27 1914 | Cct 9 1991 | 1991 |
Fom ek Fom e o - g Fom e +
| El | | Feb 19 1994 | 1994 |
| Sal vador * | | | |
Fomm e oo - o m e e e oo - o e e e e e e oo N +
| Guatemala | Mar 28 1913 | Jul 28 1997 | 1997 |
R S o e e e e e oo oo S +
| Haiti | Nov 27 1919 | Jan 11 1996 | 1996 |
Fom e e o - S g Fom e oo +
| Honduras | Apr 27 1914 | Jan 25 1990 | 1990 |
Fomm e oo - o m e e e oo - o e e e e e e oo N +
| Mexico | Apr 24 1964 | Jun 11 1967 | 1967 |
R S o e e e e e oo oo S +
| Nicaragua | Dec 15 1913 | Aug 23 2000 | 2000 |
Fom e e o - S g Fom e oo +
| Panama | Nov 25 1913 | Jun 8 1996 | 1996 |
Fomm e oo - o m e e e oo - o e e e e e e oo N +
| Paraguay | Sep 20 1917 | Jan 2 1992 | 1992 |
R S o e e e e e oo oo S +
| Peru | Apr 30 1920 | Aug 20 1988 | 1988 |
Fom e e o - S g Fom e oo +
| United | Jul 13 1914 | Mar 1 1989 | 1989 |
| States | | | |
R S T R +
| Uruguay | May 11 1919 | Jul 10 1967 | 1967 |
Fom ek Fom e o - g Fom e +
| Venezuela | | Dec 30 1982 | 1982 |
*
e S S e .

Tabl e 1: Buenos Aires Convention and Berne Convention Status
* Signed only, no BAC in-force date shown by W PO
What |s Not Being Proposed

Thi s docunent does not necessarily recommend that the I ETF elimnate
copyright notices altogether. A copyright notice can still serve
useful evidentiary and adm nistrative functions. It identifies the
cl ai med copyright owner, records the year of publication, and hel ps
docunent the rights claimed by the | ETF Trust and, where applicabl e,
by individual authors. 1In the United States, although copyright
notice is no |longer a condition of copyright protection for works
publ i shed after the Berne Convention |nplenentation Act, a proper
notice may still have consequences in infringement litigation. In
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particular, 17 U.S.C. 8 401(d) linits a defendant’ s ability to rely
on innocent infringenment to reduce statutory damages when the
publ i shed work bears an appropriate copyright notice. The issue
addressed by this docunent is therefore not whether copyright notices
have any continuing val ue, but whether the specific phrase “Al

Ri ghts Reserved” continues to serve any useful |egal or operationa
purpose in | ETF docunents.

7. | ANA Consi der ations

Unl ess | ANA mandates the term"Al |l Ri ghts Reserved" on docunents it
i ssues, this docunent has no | ANA acti ons.

8. Security Considerations
Thi s docunent does not raise any security issues.
9. Concl usion
The continued inclusion of “All Rights Reserved” appears unnecessary
and may warrant reconsideration in light of current copyright |aw and
| ETF Trust practi ces.
10. References
10.1. Normative References
[ BAC- PARTI ES]
World Intellectual Property Organization, "Buenos Aires
Convention: Contracting Parties/Signatories", n.d.,
<https://ww. W po.int/w pol ex/en/treaties/parties/ 398>

10. 2. I nformati ve References

[ BAC- TEXT] "The Buenos Aires Convention", n.d.,
<https://web. archi ve. org/ web/ 20061012213626/ http://ipmal|l.info/ hosted resou

rces/
|'i pa/ copyrights/
The%®20Buenos%20Ai r es¥%20Convent i on. pdf #sear ch=%22Buenos%20Ai r es¥20Conventi on
922>,
[ BERNE- TEXT]

"Berne Convention for the Protection of Literary and
Artistic Wrrks (as amended on Septenber 28, 1979)
(Authentic text)", n.d.,
<https://ww. W po.int/w pol ex/en/text/283698>

Aut hor’ s Addr ess

Robi nson Expi res 3 Novenber 2026 [ Page 5]



I nternet-Draft Al Rights Reserved May 2026

Paul Robi nson
United States of Anerica
Emai | : paul @aul -robi nson. us
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