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Abst r act

Thi s specification defines Feed Menus, a sinplified nmeans of
di scovering the feeds (e.g., RSS or Atom) offered by a Wb site.

About Thi s Docunent
This note is to be renoved before publishing as an RFC

Status information for this docurment may be found at
https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/draft-notti ngham feed- nenu/.

informati on can be found at https://mot.github.io/l-D.

Source for this draft and an issue tracker can be found at
https://github. com mot/|-D/ | abel s/ feed-nmenu.

Status of This Meno

This Internet-Draft is submtted in full confornmance with the
provi sions of BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Internet-Drafts are working documents of the Internet Engineering
Task Force (I ETF). Note that other groups may also distribute

wor ki ng docunents as Internet-Drafts. The list of current Internet-
Drafts is at https://datatracker.ietf.org/drafts/current/.

Internet-Drafts are draft documents valid for a maxi num of six nonths
and may be updated, replaced, or obsol eted by other docunents at any
time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference
material or to cite themother than as "work in progress."
This Internet-Draft will expire on 25 Cctober 2026.

Copyri ght Notice

Copyright (c) 2026 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Not t i ngham Expi res 25 October 2026 [ Page 1]



I nternet-Draft Feed Menus April 2026

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Documents (https://trustee.ietf.org/
license-info) in effect on the date of publication of this docunent.
Pl ease revi ew these docunents carefully, as they describe your rights
and restrictions with respect to this docunent. Code Conponents
extracted fromthis docunment nust include Revised BSD License text as
described in Section 4.e of the Trust Legal Provisions and are

provi ded without warranty as described in the Revised BSD License.
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1. Introduction

Aut odi scovery of Web feeds (in formats such as RSS [RSS] and Atom
[ATOM) using link relations in HTM. [ DIl SCOVERY] is wi dely supported
bot h by consum ng software (e.g., feed readers) and Wb sites
(including in many content managenent systens).

Depl oynent of autodi scovery has uncovered significant issues with
t hi s approach.

Because feed links are specific to a page, they are only apparent to
software that can take advantage of them (for exanmple, to show a
"subscribe’ button) when that page is being viewed. This neans that
sites need to repeat the relevant feeds in the headnatter of all
pages on a site to assure that they are viewable, creating overhead
both in effort (to organi se the pages) and bandwi dth (to serve them.

Practically, this neans that it is often necessary to hunt around the

pages of a site to find all of the relevant feeds, since sites are
unwilling to repeat themon every page.
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Furt hernore, because nmany content nanagement systens autonatically
create this netadata, in practice many feeds that are advertised
usi ng aut odi scovery are not actually functional -- site owners do not
realise that the feeds are being advertised and do not check the
feeds for quality and rel evance.

Finally, there are no existant best practices for nam ng or assigning
met adata to feeds (for example, their format), |eading to confusing
user experiences. For example, because many sites nake both RSS and
Atom feeds available, there are often duplicate entries in the

aut odi scovery net adat a.

Thi s specification docunments a di fferent nmechani smfor discovering
the feeds relevant to a Wb site. By defining a single, well-known

| ocati on [ VELL- KNOMAN] that describes a site’s feeds, it encourages a
nore curated, usable directory of the site’'s feeds for easy di scovery
and consunption by clients.

Section 2 describes this format; Section 3 reconmends practices for
publishers that wish to use it, and Section 4 provides guidance to
clients for processing it.

1.1. Notational Conventions

The key words "MJST", "MJST NOT", "REQUI RED', "SHALL", "SHALL NOT",
"SHOULD', "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMMENDED', "NOT RECOMMENDED', "MAY", and
"OPTIONAL" in this document are to be interpreted as described in
BCP 14 [ RFC2119] [ RFCB174] when, and only when, they appear in all
capitals, as shown here

2. Feed Menu Docunents

A feed nmenu docunent is a JSON [JSON] format whose root is an nmenu
obj ect (Section 2.1).

For exanple, a minimal feed nmenu docunent:

"feed-nmenu": "The Astor Theatre",
"itens": |

"feed-title": "Upcom ng Shows",
"rss": "/shows/upconing. xm"
}
]
}
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2.1. Menu bjects

A menu object is a JSON object with a "feed-nmenu" nenber. |Its
potential nenbers are:

* "feed-menu": A short hunan readable title for the nenu (REQU RED)
* "itenms": An array of nenu objects and feed objects.

Menu obj ects MAY contain other nenbers, to be defined by updates to
this specification. Likew se, the itens array MAY contain ot her
types of objects, to be defined by updates to this specification.
Menu obj ects can contain other nenu objects to represent a nested

structure. For exanple:

"feed-nenu": "Analog:Shift",

"items": |
{
"feed-title": "Anal og: Shift News",
"rss": "/news.xm"
H
{
"feed-nenu": "Watches for Sale",
"items": [
{
"feed-title": "Al Watches",
"rss": "/collections/watches/all.xm"
H
{
"feed-title": "Vintage Watches",
"rss": "/collections/watches/vintage. xm"
H
{
"feed-title": "Neo-Vintage Watches",
"rss": "/collections/watches/neovintage. xm"
b
{
"feed-title": "Contenporary Watches",
"rss": "/collections/watches/contenporary.xm"
}
]
}
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2.2. Feed bjects

A feed object is a JSON object with a "feed-title" menber. |Its
potential nenbers are:

* "feed-title": A short human readable title for the feed (REQU RED)

* "description": A potentially |onger human readabl e description of
the feed’ s purpose or content (OPTI ONAL)

* "rss": A URL to retrieve a RSS representation of the feed (see
bel ow)

* "atom': A URL to retrieve an Atomrepresentation of the feed (see
bel ow)

One of "rss" or "atoni is REQUI RED, both MAY be present.

URLs in "rss" and "atont val ues MAY be rel ative, and MJUST be resol ved
relative to the feed docunent’s URL without a path. For example, if
a feed docunent is |located at "https://exanple.net/.well-known/feed-
menu. j son" and the "rss" nenber contains "feed.xm", the resulting
RSS feed URL would be "https://exanpl e. net/feed. xm".

Feed obj ects MAY contain other nenbers, to be defined by updates to
this specification.

For exanple, a feed nmenu docunent with a nore el aborate feed object:
"feed-nenu": "The Astor Theatre",
"items": [
"feed-title": "Upcom ng Shows",

"rss": "/shows/upcom ng. xm"

}
]
}

3. Publishing Feed Menus

Feed menu docunents are published at the "feed-nmenu.json" well-known
URI [WELL-KNOW] for a given Wb site. For exanpl e:

htt ps://ww. exanpl e. conl . wel | - known/ f eed- menu. j son
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If the Wb site supports multiple | anguages, publishers can use HTTP
proactive negotiation to nake different |anguages available to
processors. Publishers generally SHOULD NOT m x | anguages in the
sanme feed nenu docunent, although there nay be cases where this is
done intentionally.

It is RECOWENDED that feed-titles be no | onger than 50 characters,
and that descriptions be no | onger than 140 characters. However,
processors SHOULD NOT strictly enforce these limts, although they
may take nmeasures to deal with |ong val ues.

Publ i shing software (for exanple, content managenent systens) SHOULD
NOT automatically create feed nmenu docunents, unless they have a high
degree of certainty that the publisher is aware and that doing so is

i ntentional

4. Processing Feed Menus

Processors MJST only request feed nenu docunments fromthe "feed-
menu. j son” wel | - known URI.

When requesting feed nenu docunents, processors SHOULD negotiate for
content |anguage using proactive negotiation; see Section 12.5.4 of
[HTTP] .

Processors SHOULD fol |l ow redirects when requesting feed nmenu
docunents, subject to limts on |oop, abuse, and simlar error
handl i ng.

Processors MJST ignhore unrecogni sed nenbers of nenu and feed objects.
Li kewi se, they MJST ignore unrecogni sed objects in the nenu object’s
itenms array.

Processors SHOULD nake nenu object itens available to users in the
order they appear in the array. For exanple, a visual interface

m ght make them available as a list. [In sone cases, however, they
may be nade available in another ordering (for exanple, a search
interface).

Processors SHOULD NOT display feed objects that do not have a link
that they are able to follow -- for exanple, those using unsupported
URI schenes. |n sonme cases, this may be difficult for

i mpl ementations to conformto; for exanple, if feed links are

di spatched to separate software

Not t i ngham Expi res 25 October 2026 [ Page 6]



I nternet-Draft Feed Menus April 2026

5.

7.

7.

I ANA Consi derations
I ANA should register the follow ng Well-Known URI:
* URI Suffix: feed-nenu.json
* Change Controller: |IETF
* Specification docunment(s): [this docunent]
Security Considerations

A malicious actor who gains wite access to the well-known | ocation
can effectively hijack the subscription list for an entire site's
audi ence.

Clients that automatically fetch the feed nmenu docunent |eak the fact
that the user is interested in subscribing to feeds. |In sone views
this mght be a feature; it creates evidence that providing feeds
woul d be beneficial to a publisher’s audience. However, it is also a
privacy ri sk.
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Appendi x A JSON Schema

{
"$schemn": "https://json-schema. org/draft/2020-12/schema",

"title": "Feed Menu Docunent",
"description": "Strict validation schema for draft-nottingham feed-mnmenu. md",
"type": "object”,
"$ref": "#/ $def s/ menubj ect ",
"$defs": {
"menuChj ect": {
"type": "object",
"required": [
"f eed- nenu”,
"itens"
1,
"properties": {
"feed-nmenu": {
"type": "string"

"i,tems": {
"type": "array",
"itens": {
"anyOFt:o |
{
"$ref: "#/ $def s/ menuhj ect ™

3

}
{

"$ref": "#/ $defs/feedhject"”
}

]
}
}
}

"addi tional Properties": fal se
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} i)

"feedhject": {
"type": "object”,
"required": |

"feed-title"
1,
"anyOFt:o |
{
"required": |
"rss"
]
b,
{
"required": |
"at ont
]
}
]

1roperties": {
"feed-title": {
"type": "string"

"aescription": {
"type": "string"

b,
"rss": {
"type": "string",
"format": "uri-reference"”
b
"atom': {
"type": "string",
"format": "uri-reference"
}

}

}

ddi tional Properties": false

}
}

Appendi x B. I nplenentation Status

A Wb browser extension for presenting feed nmenus is available for

Apri

2026

Safari, Firefox, and Chrone here: https://github.conm mot/feednenu-

ext ensi on

The following Wb site(s) have a denobnstration feed nenu

* https://ww. mot. net/
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(other inplenentations can be |listed as the appear; please contact
nme)

Aut hor’ s Addr ess

Mar k Not ti ngham

Mel bour ne

Australia

Emai | : nmmot @mot . net

URI : https://ww. mot . net/
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