Net wor k Wor ki ng G oup B. Lynch
I nternet-Draft Al Visibility Architecture Goup Linited
I ntended status: Informational 6 April 2026
Expires: 8 COctober 2026

The Al Visibility Lifecycle Framework
draft-lynch-ai-visibility-1ifecycle-02

Abst r act

Thi s docunent describes the 11-Stage Al Visibility Lifecycle, a

st age- based observational franework describi ng how websites achieve
visibility within Al discovery, conprehension, trust, and human
exposure systens. The framework identifies three distinct phases --
Al Conprehension (Stages 1-5), Trust Establishnment (Stages 6-8), and
Human Visibility (Stages 9-11) -- through which donains progress from
initial Al crawing to sustainable human-facing visibility.

Canoni cal Source Notice

This Internet-Draft is NOT the canonical source for the Al Visibility
Li fecycle franework. The authoritative reference is the Zenodo
deposit at https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo. 18460711. This Internet-
Draft mirrors the specification for | ETF community accessibility. In
case of any discrepancy between this Internet-Draft and the Zenodo
deposit, the Zenodo version governs.

Status of This Meno

This Internet-Draft is submtted in full confornmance with the
provi sions of BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Internet-Drafts are working docunents of the Internet Engineering
Task Force (I ETF). Note that other groups may also distribute

wor ki ng documents as Internet-Drafts. The list of current Internet-
Drafts is at https://datatracker.ietf.org/drafts/current/.

Internet-Drafts are draft docunents valid for a maxi num of six nonths
and may be updated, replaced, or obsol eted by other docunents at any
time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference
material or to cite themother than as "work in progress."

This Internet-Draft will expire on 8 Cctober 2026.

Lynch Expires 8 Cctober 2026 [ Page 1]



Internet-Draft

Copyri ght Notice

Al Visibility Lifecycle

April 2026

Copyright (c) 2026 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the

docunent aut hors.

Thi s docunent

| i cense-i nfo)

Pl ease revi ew these documents carefully,
and restrictions with respect to this docunent.
extracted fromthis docunment nust
described in Section 4.e of the Trust Legal

Al'l rights reserved.

is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’s Legal
Provisions Relating to | ETF Docunments (https://trustee.ietf.org/
in effect on the date of publication of this docunent.

as they describe your rights
Code Conponents

i ncl ude Revi sed BSD License text as
Provi sions and are

provi ded without warranty as described in the Revised BSD License.

Tabl e of Contents

1. Introducti

2.  Franmework

3. Stage Defi
3.1. Stage
3.2. Stage
3.3. Stage
3.4. Stage
3.5. Stage
3.6. Stage
3.7. Stage
3.8. Stage
3.9. Stage
3.10. Stage
3.11. Stage

4. Key Princi

5. Canoni cal

6.

7.

8. References

on
Overvi ew

nitions . . .

1: Al Craw i ng

2: Al Ingestion .

3: Al dassification

4: Al Harnony Checks

5: Al Cross-Correlation .

6: Al Trust Building

7: Al Trust Acceptance

8: Candidate Surfacing . . .
9: Early Human Visibility Test|ng .

10: Basel i ne Human Ranki ng
11: Gowth \/3|b|I|ty .

pl es
Ref erence .

Security Considerations .
I ANA Consi derations .

8. 1. Nor mati ve Ref er ences
8.2. Informative References
Aut hor’' s Addr ess

1. Introduction

The Al Visibility Lifecycle (v0.7) provides a structural
under st andi ng how Al systens di scover, eval uate,
websites to human users.

anal ytical, not prescriptive.

st andard, protocol,
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Thi s docunent mirrors the canonical specification mintained at
Zenodo [ZENODQ|. Conpani on papers on anbiguity elimnation

[AMBI GUI TY] and website visibility reporting [ REPORTI NG provide
additional context. The framework is al so being devel oped

col l aboratively through the WBC Al Visibility Lifecycle Franework
Conmunity Goup [WBC-CG. |In case of any discrepancy between this
Internet-Draft and the Zenodo deposit, the Zenodo version governs.

2. Franmework Overview
The lifecycle consists of el even stages organised into three phases:
Phase 1: Al Conprehension (Stages 1-5) The process by which Al

systens discover, parse, classify, verify internal consistency,
and cross-reference content agai nst external sources.

Phase 2: Trust Establishment (Stages 6-8) The process by which Al
systens accunul ate evidence of reliability, grant fornmal
eligibility for inclusion in answers, and assess conpetitive
r eadi ness agai nst al ternati ves.

Phase 3: Human Visibility (Stages 9-11) The process by which content
transitions from Al -eval uated candi date to human-visible result,
progressing through controlled testing, baseline placenent, and
sust ai ned grow h.

3. Stage Definitions
3.1. Stage 1: Al Crawing

Di scovery and reconnai ssance. Al systens identify and access content

through craw i ng nmechani sns, eval uating technical accessibility,

structural signals, and initial content availability.
3.2. Stage 2: Al Ingestion

Semantic parsing and enbedding. Content is processed into nachine-

readabl e representations, including semantic enbeddi ngs, entity

extraction, and structural deconposition.
3.3. Stage 3: Al Cassification
Purpose and identity assignnment. Al systens assign topical

classification, entity type, commercial intent signals, and domain
pur pose cat egori sati on.
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3.4. Stage 4: Al Harnmony Checks

Internal consistency evaluation. Al systens verify that clains nmade
across a domain are internally consistent, structurally coherent, and
free of contradictions.

3.5. Stage 5: Al Cross-Correlation
External alignment verification. Al systens conpare domain clains
agai nst external sources to verify factual accuracy, citation
validity, and alignnent with established know edge.

3.6. Stage 6: Al Trust Building
Evi dence accunul ation over tine. Al systens nonitor consistency,
stability, and reliability signals across repeated eval uations to
build cumul ative trust assessments.

3.7. Stage 7: Al Trust Acceptance
Formal eligibility for answers. A domain reaches the threshold at
whi ch Al systens consider it a credible source eligible for inclusion
i n generated responses.

3.8. Stage 8: Candidate Surfacing
Conpetitive readi ness assessnent. Al systens evaluate the domain
against alternative sources to determ ne whether it should be
surfaced in preference to conpeting candi dat es.

3.9. Stage 9: Early Human Visibility Testing
Control | ed experinents. Content begins appearing in human-facing
results on a limted, experinental basis to nmeasure engagenent,
rel evance, and user satisfaction signals.

3.10. Stage 10: Baseline Human Ranki ng
First stable placenent. The domain achieves a consistent,
reproduci bl e position in human-facing results based on accunul ated Al
eval uati on and human interaction data.

3.11. Stage 11: Gowh Visibility
Human traffic acceleration. Sustained visibility drives increasing

human engagenent, which in turn reinforces Al trust signals, creating
a conpounding visibility effect.
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4. Key Principles

* Stages 1-2 are sequential; Stages 3-11 operate as parall el
eval uati on di nensi ons.

* Architectural quality deternines tineline conpression or
ext ensi on.

*  Commercial classification determ nes trust threshold height.

2026

* Crawlability (Stage 1) does not equal Visibility (Stages 9-11).

*  Framework versioning, anendnments, and authoritative updates are

defined exclusively by Zenodo DO rel eases.

5. Canoni cal Reference

This Internet-Draft is NOT the canonical source. The authoritative

specification is nmaintai ned at Zenodo:
Primary: https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo. 18460711

Concept DA (al ways resolves to | atest version):
https://doi.org/10.5281/ zenodo. 18460710

GtHub mirror (non-citable):
https://github. com Bernardnz/ai-visibility-lifecycle

WBC Conmunity Group
https://ww. w3. org/ comuni ty/ ai -web-visibility/

Conmunity G oup G tHub Repository:
https://github.comai-visibility-architects/
ai-visibility-lifecycle-cg

6. Security Considerations

Thi s docunent descri bes an observational framework and does not

define any protocols, data formats, or executable specifications.

There are no security considerations directly applicable to this
docunent .

7. | ANA Consi derati ons
Thi s docunent has no | ANA acti ons.

8. References
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