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Abst ract

Thi s specification defines hybrid public-key encryption (HPKE) for
use with CBOR (bject Signing and Encryption (COSE). HPKE offers a
vari ant of public-key encryption of arbitrary-sized plaintexts for a
reci pi ent public key.

HPKE is a general encryption framework utilizing an asymmetric key
encapsul ati on nechani sm (KEM, a key derivation function (KDF), and
an Aut henticated Encryption with Associated Data (AEAD) al gorithm
Thi s docunment defines the use of HPKE with COSE. Authentication for
HPKE in COSE is provided by COSE-native security mechani snms or by the
pre-shared key authenticated variant of HPKE.

Di scussi on Venues
This note is to be renoved before publishing as an RFC
Di scussion of this docunent takes place on the CBOR Object Signing
and Encryption Working Group mailing list (cose@etf.org), which is
archived at https://mailarchive.ietf.org/arch/browse/cose/.

Source for this draft and an issue tracker can be found at
https://github. com cose-wy/draft-ietf-cose-hpke.

Status of This Meno

This Internet-Draft is submtted in full conformance with the
provi sions of BCP 78 and BCP 79
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Internet-Drafts are draft docunments valid for a maxi num of six nonths
and may be updated, replaced, or obsol eted by other docunents at any
time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference
material or to cite themother than as "work in progress.”

This Internet-Draft will expire on 13 July 2026
Copyri ght Notice

Copyright (c) 2026 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Docunments (https://trustee.ietf.org/
license-info) in effect on the date of publication of this docunent.
Pl ease revi ew these documents carefully, as they describe your rights
and restrictions with respect to this docunent. Code Conponents
extracted fromthis docunment nust include Revised BSD Li cense text as
described in Section 4.e of the Trust Legal Provisions and are

provi ded without warranty as described in the Revised BSD License.

Thi s docunent may contain material from|ETF Documents or |ETF
Contri butions published or made publicly avail abl e before Novenber
10, 2008. The person(s) controlling the copyright in sone of this
mat eri al may not have granted the | ETF Trust the right to allow

nmodi fications of such material outside the | ETF Standards Process.
Wt hout obtaining an adequate |icense fromthe person(s) controlling
the copyright in such materials, this docunent may not be nodified
outside the I ETF Standards Process, and derivative works of it may
not be created outside the | ETF Standards Process, except to fornat
it for publication as an RFC or to translate it into | anguages ot her
t han Engli sh.

Tabl e of Contents

1. Introduction . .

2. Conventions and Tern1no|ogy .

3 HPKE f or COCSE .

Overvi ew .

HPKE Integrated Encryptlon Nbde

HPKE Key Encryption Mde
Reci pi ent _structure . .
COSE- HPKE Reci pi ent Cbnstructlon

ON~NOR~ABMD®W

W
WWWN P

Tschofenig, et al. Expires 13 July 2026 [ Page 2]



I nternet-Draft COSE HPKE January 2026

3.4. Key Representation . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 10
4. Ciphersuite Registration . . e X 0]
4.1. COSE _Keys for COSE-HPKE Ci pherSU|tes R
5. Exanples . . . . e e . . . . . . . . 13
5.1. COSE HPKE Integrated Encryptlon hbde e
5.2. COSE HPKE Key Encryption Mode . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15
5.3. Key Representation . . . e v
5.3.1. Public Key for HPKE-O e
5.3.2. Private Key for HPKE-O . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18
5.3.3. KEM Public Key for HPKE-4 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18

6. Security Considerations . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 19
7. | ANA Considerations . . . e K
7.1. COsE Algorlthns Reglstry e~ O
7.1.1. HPKE-0 A O
7.1.2. HPKE-1 . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... .... 20
7.1.3. HPKE-2 . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. ... ... 20
7.1.4. HPKE-3 . . . . . . . . . . ... 21
7.1.5. HPKE-4 . . . . . . . . . . . ... ... 21
7.1.6. HPKE-5 . . . . . . . . . . . . ... ..., 21
7.1.7. HPKE-6 . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 22
7.1.8. HPKE-7 e e e e e e e e e 22
7.1.9. HPKE-0- KE 4
7.1.10. HPKE-1-KE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 23
7.1.11. HPKE-2-KE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 23
7.1.12. HPKE-3-KE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 23
7.1.13. HPKE-4-KE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 24
7.1.14. HPKE-5-KE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 24
7.1.15. HPKE-6-KE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... 25
7.1.16. HPKE-7-KE . e e e e e . .. ... .. . ... 25
7.2. COSE Header Paraneters 4 <)
7.2.1. ek Header Paraneter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 25
7.2.2. psk_ id Header Parameter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 26

8. References . . . A ¢
8.1. Nornmmtive References A o
8.2. Informative References . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
Appendix A  Contributors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27
Appendi x B. Acknow edgenents . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 28
Authors’ Addresses . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. .. 28

1. Introduction
Hybrid public-key encryption (HPKE) [ RFC9180] is a schene that

provi des public key encryption of arbitrary-sized plaintexts given a
reci pient’s public key.
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3.

3.

1.

Thi s docunent defines the use of HPKE with COSE ([ RFC9052],

[ RFC9053]) with the single-shot APlIs defined in Section 6 of

[ RFC9180]. Multiple invocations of Open() / Seal () on the same
context, as discussed in Section 9.7.1 of [RFC9180] are not
support ed.

Conventi ons and Ter m nol ogy
The key words "MJST", "MJST NOT*, "REQU RED', "SHALL", "SHALL NOT",
"SHOULD', "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMVENDED', "NOT RECOMVENDED', "MAY", and
"OPTIONAL" in this docunent are to be interpreted as described in
BCP 14 [ RFC2119] [RFC8174] when, and only when, they appear in all
capitals, as shown here
Thi s specification uses the follow ng abbreviations and terns:
* Content-encryption key (CEK), a termdefined in CM5 [ RFC5652] .
* Hybrid Public Key Encryption (HPKE) is defined in [ RFC9180].
* pkRis the public key of the recipient, as defined in [ RFC9180].
* skRis the private key of the recipient, as defined in [ RFC9180].
* Key Encapsul ati on Mechani sm (KEM, see [RFC9180].
* Key Derivation Function (KDF), see [RFC9180].

* Authenticated Encryption with Associated Data (AEAD), see
[ RFC9180] .

* Additional Authenticated Data (AAD), see [RFC9180].
HPKE f or COSE
Overvi ew

Thi s specification supports two nodes of using HPKE in COSE, nanely:

* HPKE Integrated Encryption node, where HPKE is used to encrypt the
plaintext. This node can only be used with a single recipient.
Section 3.2 provides the details.

*  HPKE Key Encryption node, where HPKE is used to encrypt a content
encryption key (CEK) and the CEK is subsequently used to encrypt

the plaintext. This nbde supports nultiple recipients.
Section 3.3 provides the details.
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Distinct algorithmidentifiers are defined and registered that are
specific to each COSE HPKE node so that they are fully specified, as
required by [ RFC9864]. Algorithmidentifiers MJST only be used in
the COSE HPKE node that is specified for them

In both cases, the new COSE header paraneter 'ek’ MJST be present.
It contains the encapsul ated KEM shared secret. The value of this
paraneter MJUST be the ’enc’ val ue output by the HPKE Seal ()
operation, as defined in Section 6.1 of [RFC9180]. The ’ek’ header
par anet er MJUST be encoded as a CBOR byte string.

HPKE defines several authentication nodes, as described in Table 1 of
[ RFC9180]. In COSE HPKE, only 'npode_base’ and 'node_psk’ are
supported. The nmode is 'node_psk’ if the 'psk_id header paraneter
is present; otherw se, the node defaults to ’'node_base’. ’'node_base
is described in Section 5.1.1 of [ RFC9180], which only enabl es
encryption to the holder of a given KEM private key. 'node_psk’ is
described in Section 5.1.2 of [RFC9180], which authenticates using a
pre-shared key.

3.2. HPKE Integrated Encryption Mde

This node applies if the COSE EncryptO structure uses a COSE- HPKE
al gorithm and has no recipient structure(s).

Because COSE- HPKE supports header protection, if the "alg paranmeter
is present, it MJST be included in the protected header and MJST be a
COSE- HPKE al gorithm

Al t hough the use of the 'kid paraneter in COSE EncryptO is

di scouraged by RFC 9052, this document RECOMMENDS the use of the
"kid paraneter (or other paraneters) to explicitly identify the
static recipient public key used by the sender. |f the COSE EncryptO
structure includes a "kid paraneter, the recipient MAY use it to

sel ect the corresponding private key.

When encrypting, the inputs to the HPKE Seal operation are set as
fol | ows:

* kem.id: Depends on the COSE-HPKE al gorithm used.
* pkR The recipient public key, converted into an HPKE public key.
* kdf _id: Depends on the COSE-HPKE al gorithm used.

* info: Defaults to the enpty string; externally provided
i nformati on MAY be used instead.
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* aad: MUST contain the byte string for the authenticated data
structure according to the steps defined in Section 5.3 of RFC
9052. For the Integrated Encryption node the context string wll
be "Encrypt0". Externally provided AAD i nfornmati on MAY be
provi ded and MJST be passed into the Enc_structure via the
external aad field.

* aead_id: Depends on the COSE-HPKE al gorithm used.
* pt: The raw nmessage pl ai ntext.
The outputs are used as foll ows:

* enc: MUST be placed raw into the "ek’ (encapsul ated key) paramneter
in the unprotected bucket.

* ct: MJST be used as | ayer ciphertext. |f not using detached
content, this is directly placed as ciphertext in COSE EncryptO
structure. Oherwise, it is transported separately and the
ciphertext field is nil. See Section 5 of [RFC9052] for a
description of detached payl oads.

If 'nmode_psk’ has been selected, then the 'psk _id paraneter MJST be
present. |f 'node_base’ has been chosen, then the 'psk id paraneter
MUST NOT be present.

When decrypting, the inputs to the HPKE Open operation are set as
fol | ows:

* kem.id: Depends on the COSE-HPKE al gorithm used.

* skR The recipient private key, converted into an HPKE private
key.

* kdf __id: Depends on the COSE-HPKE al gorithm used.
* aead_id: Depends on the COSE-HPKE al gorithm used.

* info: Defaults to the enpty string; externally provided
i nformati on MAY be used i nstead.

* aad: MJST contain the byte string for the authenticated data
structure according to the steps defined in Section 5.3 of RFC
9052. For the Integrated Encryption node the context string will
be "Encrypt0". Externally provided AAD i nformation MAY be
provi ded and MJST be passed into the Enc_structure via the
external _aad field.
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* enc: The contents of the layer ’'ek’ paraneter.
* ct: The contents of the |ayer ciphertext.
The plaintext output is the raw nessage pl ai ntext.
The COSE _Encrypt 0 MAY be tagged or untagged.
An exanple is shown in Section 5.1

3.3. HPKE Key Encryption Mde

This node is selected if the COSE recipient structure uses a COSE-
HPKE al gorithm

In this approach the followi ng | ayers are invol ved:

* Layer 0 (corresponding to the COSE Encrypt structure) contains the
content (plaintext) encrypted with the CEK. This ciphertext may
be detached, and if not detached, then it is included in the
COSE_Encrypt structure.

* Layer 1 (corresponding to a recipient structure) contains
paraneters needed for HPKE to generate a shared secret used to
encrypt the CEK. This |l ayer conveys the encrypted CEK in the
COSE reci pient structure using a COSE-HPKE al gorithm  The
unpr ot ect ed header MAY contain the kid paraneter to identify the
static recipient public key that the sender has been using wth
HPKE.

This two-layer structure is used to encrypt content that can al so be
shared with nmultiple parties at the expense of a single additiona
encryption operation. As stated above, the specification uses a CEK
to encrypt the content at |ayer O.

3.3.1. Recipient_structure

This section defines the Recipient_structure, which is used in place
of COSE_KDF_Context for COSE-HPKE recipients. It MJST be used for
COSE- HPKE recipients, as it provides integrity protection for

reci pi ent - protected header paraneters.

The Reci pient_structure is nodeled after the Enc_structure defined in
[ RFC9052], but is specific to COSE recipient structures and MJUST NOT
be used with COSE_Encrypt.

Furthernore, the use of COSE KDF Context is prohibited in COSE-HPKE
it MUST NOT be used.
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Reci pi ent _structure = |
context: "HPKE Recipient"”,
next | ayer_alg: int/tstr,
reci pi ent_protected header: enpty or_serialize_map,
reci pient_extra_info: bstr

* "next_layer_alg" is the algorithmID of the COSE | ayer for which
the COSE recipient is encrypting a key. It is the algorithmthat
the key MUST be used with. This value MJUST match the alg
paraneter in the next |lower COSE | ayer. (This serves the sane
purpose as the alg IDin the COSE KDF Context. It also mtigates
attacks where the attacker manipul ates the content-encryption
algorithmidentifier. This attack has been denonstrated agai nst
CMVM5 and the mtigation can be found in
[1-D.ietf-|anps-cns-cek-hkdf-sha256].

* "recipient_protected header" contains the protected header
paraneters fromthe COSE recipient CBOR-encoded deterministically
with the "Core Deterministic Encodi ng Requirenents”, specified in
Section 4.2.1 of [RFC8949].

* "recipient_extra_ info" contains any additional context the
application wishes to include in the key derivation via the HPKE
info paraneter. |If none, it is a zero-length string.

3.3.2. COSE-HPKE Reci pi ent Construction

Because COSE- HPKE supports header protection, if the "alg paraneter
is present, it MJST be in the protected header paraneters and MJST be
a COSE- HPKE al gorithm

The protected header MAY contain the kid paraneter to identify the
static recipient public key that the sender used. Use of the "kid
paraneter is RECOVWENDED to explicitly identify the static recipient
public key used by the sender. Including it in the protected header

paraneters ensures that it is input into the key derivation function
of HPKE.

When encrypting, the inputs to the HPKE Seal operation are set as
fol |l ows:

* kem.id: Depends on the COSE-HPKE al gorithm used.
* pkR The recipient public key, converted into HPKE public key.

* kdf __id: Depends on the COSE-HPKE al gorithm used.
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aead_id: Depends on the COSE-HPKE al gorithm used.

info: Determnistic encoding of the Recipient_structure.
External Iy provided context information MAY be provided and MJST
be passed into the Recipient_structure via the

reci pient_extra_info field.

aad: Defaults to the enpty string; externally provided information
MAY be used i nstead.

pt: The raw key for the next |ayer down.

The outputs are used as foll ows:

*

enc: MJST be placed raw into the ek’ (encapsul ated key) paraneter
in the unprotected bucket.

ct: MJST be placed raw in the ciphertext field in the
COSE_r eci pi ent.

When decrypting, the inputs to the HPKE Open operation are set as
foll ows:

*

kem i d: Depends on the COSE-HPKE al gorithm used.

skR: The recipient private key, converted into HPKE private key.
kdf i d: Depends on the COSE-HPKE al gorithm used.

aead_id: Depends on the COSE-HPKE al gorithm used.

info: Deterministic encoding of the Recipient_structure.
External |y provided context information MAY be provided and MJST
be passed into the Recipient_structure via the

reci pient_extra_info field.

aad: Defaults to the enpty string; externally provided information
MAY be used i nstead.

ct: The contents of the |ayer ciphertext field.

The plaintext output is the raw key for the next |ayer down.
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It is not necessary to popul ate recipient_aad, as HPKE i nherently
mtigates the classes of attacks that COSE_KDF_Context, and SP800-56A
are designed to address. COSE-HPKE use cases may still utilize
reci pi ent_aad for other purposes as needed; however, it is generally
intended for small values such as identifiers, contextua

informati on, or secrets. It is not designed for protecting |large or
bul k external data.

Any bul k external data that requires protection should be handl ed at
| ayer 0 using external aad.

The COSE recipient structure is conputed for each recipient.

When encrypting the content at layer 0, the instructions in

Section 5.3 of [RFC9052] MUST be followed, including the calculation

of the authenticated data structure.

An exanple is shown in Section 5. 2.

3.4. Key Representation

The COSE Key with the existing key types can be used to represent KEM

private or public keys. Wen using a COSE Key for COSE-HPKE, the

foll owi ng checks are nade

* If the "kty" field is "AKP", then the public and private keys
SHALL be the raw HPKE public and private keys (respectively) for
the KEM used by the al gorithm

* Otherwi se, the key MIUST be suitable for the KEM used by the
algorithm 1In case the "kty" paranmeter is "EC2" or "OKP", this
means the value of "crv" parameter is suitable. The valid
combi nations of KEM "kty" and "crv" for the algorithns defined in
this docunment are shown in Figure 1.

* |f the "key ops" field is present, it MJST include only "derive
bits" for the private key and MJST be enpty for the public key.

Exanmpl es of the COSE Key for COSE-HPKE are shown in Section 5.3.
4. Ciphersuite Registration

A ciphersuite is a group of algorithns, often sharing conponent

al gorithms such as hash functions, targeting a security level. A

COSE- HPKE al gorithmis conposed of the foll owing choices:

*  COSE HPKE Mbde
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*  KEM Al gorithm
* KDF Al gorithm
*  AEAD Al gorithm

The "KEM', "KDF", and "AEAD' val ues are chosen fromthe HPKE | ANA
registry [ HPKE- 1 ANA] .

The HPKE npde is determ ned by the presence or absence of the
"psk_id” parameter and is therefore not explicitly indicated in the
ci phersuite.

For a list of ciphersuite registrations, please see Section 7. The
followi ng table summari zes the rel ationship between the ciphersuites
registered in this docunent and the values registered in the HPKE

| ANA registry [HPKE-I ANA].

S RIS T S RIS +
| COSE- HPKE | COSE HPKE Mode | HPKE |
| G phersuite Label | | KEM | KDF | AEAD
o e e e e oo o e e e e e e oo +o-m - - +----- +o-m - - +
HPKE- 0 I ntegrated Encryption 0x10 0x1 0x1
HPKE- 1 Integrated Encryption 0x11 0x2 0x2
HPKE- 2 Integrated Encryption 0x12 0x3 0x2
HPKE- 3 I ntegrated Encryption 0x20 0x1 0x1
HPKE- 4 I ntegrated Encryption 0x20 0x1 0x3
HPKE- 5 I ntegrated Encryption 0x21 0x3 0x2
HPKE- 6 I ntegrated Encryption 0x21 0x3 0x3
HPKE- 7 Integrated Encryption 0x10 0x1 0x2

I I I I I I
I I I I I I
I I I I I I
I I I I I I
| | | | | |
I I I I I I
I I I I I I
I I I I I I
| HPKE- 0- KE | Key Encryption | Ox10 | Ox1 | Ox1

I I I I I I
| | | | | |
I I I I I I
I I I I I I
I I I I I I
I I I I I I
I I I I I I

HPKE- 1- KE Key Encryption Ox11 0x2 0x2
HPKE- 2- KE Key Encryption 0x12 0x3 0x2
HPKE- 3- KE Key Encryption 0x20 Ox1 Ox1
HPKE- 4- KE Key Encryption 0x20 0x1 0x3
HPKE- 5- KE Key Encryption 0x21 0x3 0x2
HPKE- 6- KE Key Encryption 0x21 0x3 0x3
HPKE- 7- KE Key Encryption 0x10 Ox1 0x2
o e e e e oo oo - o e e e e e oo oo [ S, +- - - - - [ S, +

The following |ist maps the ciphersuite |abels to their textua
descri ption.

* HPKE-0: Integrated Encryption with DHKEM P-256, HKDF- SHA256) KEM
HKDF- SHA256 KDF, and AES- 128- GCM AEAD.

* HPKE-1: Integrated Encryption wth DHKEM P- 384, HKDF- SHA384) KEM
HKDF- SHA384 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD.
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* HPKE-2: Integrated Encryption with DHKEM P-521, HKDF- SHA512) KEM
HKDF- SHA512 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD.

* HPKE-3: Integrated Encryption wth DHKEM X25519, HKDF- SHA256) KEM
HKDF- SHA256 KDF, and AES- 128- GCM AEAD.

* HPKE-4: Integrated Encryption wi th DHKEM X25519, HKDF- SHA256) KEM
HKDF- SHA256 KDF, and ChaCha20Pol y1305 AEAD.

* HPKE-5: Integrated Encryption w th DHKEM X448, HKDF- SHA512) KEM
HKDF- SHA512 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD.

* HPKE-6: Integrated Encryption wi th DHKEM X448, HKDF- SHA512) KEM
HKDF- SHA512 KDF, and ChaCha20Pol y1305 AEAD.

* HPKE-7: Integrated Encryption wth DHKEM P- 256, HKDF- SHA256) KEM
HKDF- SHA256 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD.

* HPKE-0: Key Encryption with DHKEM P- 256, HKDF- SHA256) KEM HKDF-
SHA256 KDF, and AES- 128- GCM AEAD.

* HPKE-1: Key Encryption with DHKEM P- 384, HKDF- SHA384) KEM HKDF-
SHA384 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD.

* HPKE-2: Key Encryption with DHKEM P-521, HKDF- SHA512) KEM HKDF-
SHA512 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD.

*  HPKE-3: Key Encryption with DHKEM X25519, HKDF- SHA256) KEM HKDF-
SHA256 KDF, and AES- 128- GCM AEAD.

* HPKE-4: Key Encryption with DHKEM X25519, HKDF- SHA256) KEM HKDF-
SHA256 KDF, and ChaCha20Pol y1305 AEAD.

* HPKE-5: Key Encryption with DHKEM X448, HKDF- SHA512) KEM HKDF-
SHA512 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD.

*  HPKE-6: Key Encryption with DHKEM X448, HKDF- SHA512) KEM HKDF-
SHA512 KDF, and ChaCha20Pol y1305 AEAD.

*  HPKE-7: Key Encryption with DHKEM P- 256, HKDF- SHA256) KEM HKDF-
SHA256 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD.

As the list indicates, the ciphersuite |abels have been abbreviated

at least to sone extent to strike a bal ance between readability and
| engt h.
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The ciphersuite list above is a mnimal starting point. Additiona
ci phersuites can be registered into the already existing registry.
For exanpl e, once post-quantum cryptographic al gorithms have been
standardi zed it mght be beneficial to register ciphersuites for use
with COSE-HPKE. Additionally, ciphersuites utilizing the conpact
encodi ng of the public keys, as defined in [I-D.irtf-cfrg-dnhpke],
may be standardized for use in constrained environments.

As a guideline for ciphersuite subm ssions to the | ANA COSE al gorithm
registry, the designated experts nust only register conbinations of
(KEM KDF, AEAD) triple that constitute valid conbinations for use
with HPKE, the KDF used should (if possible) match one internally
used by the KEM and conponents shoul d not be nm xed between gl oba

and national standards.

4.1. COSE _Keys for COSE-HPKE Ci phersuites

The COSE- HPKE al gorithm uni quely determ nes the KEM for which a
COSE _Key is used. The followi ng nmapping table shows the valid
combi nations of the KEM used, COSE Key type, and its curve/key
subtype. This holds for COSE al gorithns using either of the COSE
HPKE nodes (Integrated Encryption and Key Encryption).

o e ee oo o e oo +
| HPKE KEM i d | COSE_Key |
| | kty | crv |
o e e e e e oo - +--m - - Fomm oo +
| 0x0010, 0x0013 | EC2 | P-256

| O0x0011, 0x0014 | EC2 | P-384

| 0x0012, 0x0015 | EC2 | P-521

| 0x0020 | OKP | X25519

| 0x0021 | OKP | X448

o e e e e e oo - +--m - - Fomm oo +

Figure 1. COSE Key Types and Curves for COSE-HPKE Ci phersuites
5. Examples
This section provides a set of exanples that show the HPKE I ntegrated
Encrypti on Mode and the HPKE Key Encryption Mdde, and illustrates the
use of key representations for HPKE KEM
5.1. COSE HPKE I ntegrated Encryption Mde

Thi s exanpl e assunes that a sender wants to communi cate an encrypted
payl oad to a single recipient, naned "bob"
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{

An exampl e of the HPKE Integrated Encryption Mdde is shown in
Figure 3. Line breaks and comments have been inserted for better
readability.
Thi s exanpl e uses the foll ow ng:
* Suite: HPKE-0 (P-256 / HKDF- SHA256 / AES-128- GCM
* Plaintext: "This is the content."
* External AAD:. enpty
* Info: enpty
* Recipient kid: "bob"
The ciphertext (hex) transnmitted to "bob" is:
d08344a1011823a1235841042f ee971f a778f ac9c095f 835bdf 4033d2ae8
d1b8e8dde4blf 6739a05df 8bb338a9bccd52aea211b12d13496d1d5aad5f
26bc0al1789160d940130003176cf 861e5825d4a351c896b4dd9c66f d9ab3
00bd5788ba8d0c9c895202bd0a42be864a5854c36b00280748

Fi gure 2: Hex-Encodi ng of COSE EncryptO
COSE_EncryptO pretty-printed:

"protected":
1 /alg/: 35 /HPKE-0 (P-256 + HKDF-SHA256 + AES-128-GCM/
}

1nprotected":
-4 [ek/: h’042fee971f a778f ac9c095f 835bdf 4033d2ae8d1b8e8dde4blf 6739a0

5df 8bb338a9bccd52aea211b12d13496d1d5aad5f 26bc0al1789160d940130003176¢f 861

e

} i)
"ciphertext": h'd4a351c896b4dd9c66f d9ab300bd5788ba8d0c9¢c895202bd0a42be

864a5854¢36b00280748

}

Figure 3: COSE Encrypt0 Exanple for HPKE

The foll owing COSE Key was used in this exanple:
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1 /ktyl: 2,
2 /kid/: h' 626f62
3 /alg/: 35 /HPKE-0 (P-256 + HKDF- SHA256 + AES-128-GCM/,
-1 /crv/: 1 /P-256/,
-2 Ixl:
h' 02a8e3315f 96bc7355dbf 85740c6d8e53f b070cd8ba5c419be49a91d789ef 55¢’
-3 /yl:
h' 96b6621abf 5ca532e042dc5c346¢clef 0c9186b83ch122e50a46f 1458de023d35
Fi gure 4: COSE Key
5.2. CCSkE HPKE Key Encryption Mde

An exanpl e of key encryption using the COSE Encrypt structure using
HPKE is shown in Figure 5. Line breaks and comments have been
inserted for better readability.

Thi s exanpl e uses the follow ng input paraneters:

* Suite: HPKE-O0 (P-256 / HKDF- SHA256 / AES-128- GCM

* Plaintext: "This is the content."

*  External AAD: enpty

* Info: enpty

* Recipient kid: "alice"

Alice uses the foll ow ng COSE Keys, in hex-encoding:
a701020245616c69636503182e20012158201f 2124bdf 7da2656ale404fd

f b9958d762deldb78959d1lef 7f 946437161071882258202abf ce2f f 6083d
28belcd915f 5682932ce8f 45c08e9db1d3df c8bd5e89d4dch423582031e9
ff 686ed68f eaf a8774d2f b88370da73b4de5a8a8104545¢c2¢c3db412b8202

Thi s hex-sequence decodes to the foll owi ng COSE Key:
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{

1 /ktyl: 2,

2 /kid/: h'616c696365’

3 /alg/: 46 [ HPKE-0-KE ( DHKEM P-256, HKDF- SHA256) / HKDF- SHA256 /
AES-128-GCM) /,

-1 /crv/: 1 /P-256/,

-2 Ix/l:

h’ 1f 2124bdf 7da2656al1e404f df b9958d762deldb78959d1ef 7f 94643716107188’ ,
-3 /yl:

h’ 2abf ce2f f 6083d28belcd915f 5682932ce8f 45c08e9db1d3df c8bd5e89d4dch4’ ,
-4 /d/:

h’' 31e9f f 686ed68f eaf a8774d2f bh88370da73b4de5a8a8104545¢c2¢c3db412b8202

}
As a result, the followi ng COSE Encrypt payl oad is created

d8608443a10101a10550311aa7ccbef 87c1068a2cab67lede2cc758253el7
f b3a5e244dc66e4d175424d364c24c6f 85945b75f 3788cf 35116¢c67bc7b8
45df 5757¢c381834ba201182e0445616c696365a123584104a97992eb7834
74b632289699b5b97218595f 82c0f e2ed9097d505f 6a64c8¢c530775a66f a
36b8728ae329a24c¢8c6580a59¢80e7¢5d583b197cd42222cdb4f 674¢c5820
649f 31f 9e647c¢3d7ded69f 8cd6edlcad4e5171f 681c39eedl1f 077aldlallb
f784

Decoded, this hex-sequence has the follow ng content:
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"protected": {
1 /alg/: 1 /A128GCM
}

",nprotected": {
5 /iv/l: h'3l1llaa7cc6cf87cl1068a2ca67lede2cc?

b,
"ciphertext": h' 3el7fb3a5e244dc66e4d175424d364c24c6f 85945b75f 3788cf 3
5116¢c67bc7b845df 5757¢3’
"recipients": |
{
"protected": {
1 /alg/: 46 [/ HPKE-0-KE ( DHKEM P-256, HKDF- SHA256) / HKDF- SHA
256 /| AES-128-GCM/,
4 /kid/: h 616c696365
}

"unprotected": {

-4 [ek/: h'04a97992eb783474b632289699b5b97218595f 82c0f e2ed90
97d505f 6a64c8c530775a66f a36b8728ae329a24c8c6580a59¢80e7¢c5d583b197cd42222
cdb4f 674c’

b,
"encrypted cek": h’ 649f 31f 9e647c3d7ded69f 8cd6edlcade5171f 681c39e
edl1f 077aldla0l1bf 784

}

]

Figure 5: COSE Encrypt Exanple for HPKE
5.3. Key Representation

Exanpl es of private and public KEM key representation are shown
bel ow.

5.3.1. Public Key for HPKE-O
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{
/| kty = "EC2" [/
1. 2,
[ kid ="'01 /
2: h’ 3031,
/ alg = HPKE-O (Assuned: 35) /
3. 35,
/| crv = ' P-256" [/
-1 1,
[ x /
-2: h’ 65eda5al2577c2bae829437f e338701al0aaal375
elbb5b5de108de439c08551d’ ,
[yl
-3: h’1e52ed75701163f 7f 9e40ddf 9f 341b3dc9ba860af
7e0ca7ca7e9eecd0084d19c
}

Figure 6: Public Key Representation Exanple for HPKE-0

5.3.2. Private Key for HPKE-0

/| kty = "EC2" [/

1. 2,

[ kid ="'01 |/

2: h 3031,

/ alg = HPKE-O (Assuned: 35) /

3: 35,

/| key ops = ['derive_bits'] /

4: [8],

[ crv = '"P-256" /

-1 1,

[ x|/

-2: h’bac5blicad8f 99f 9c72b05cf 4b9e26d244dc189f 7
45228255a219a86d6a09ef f ',

[yl

-3: h’20138bf 82dc1b6d562be0f a54ab7804a3a64b6d72
ccf ed6b6f b6ed28bbfcll7e’,

/[ d/

-4: h’57¢92077664146e876760c9520d054aa93c3af b04
€306705db6090308507b4d3’

Figure 7: Private Key Representation Example for HPKE-O0

5.3.3. KEM Public Key for HPKE-4
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6

[ kty = "OKP'" [/

1. 1,

[ kid ="11" /

2: h' 3131,

[/ alg = HPKE-4 (Assuned: 42) /

3: 42,

/| crv = 'X25519" /

-1 4,

[ x /

-2: h’cb7c09ab7b973c77a808ee05b9bbd373b55c06eaa
9bd4ad2bd4e9931bl1c34c22’

Figure 8: Public Key Representation Exanple for HPKE-4
Security Considerations

This specification is based on HPKE and the security considerations
of [RFC9180] are therefore applicable also to this specification

Bot h HPKE and HPKE COSE assune that the sender possesses the
recipient’s public key. Therefore, sone form of public key
distribution nmechanismis assuned to exist, but this is outside the
scope of this docunent.

HPKE relies on a source of randomess to be avail able on the device.
Additionally, with the two | ayer structure the CEK i s randomy
generated and it MJST be ensured that the guidelines in [ RFC8937] for
random nunber generation are foll owed.

HPKE i n Base node does not offer authentication as part of the HPKE
KEM In this case COSE constructs |ike COSE_Sign, COSE_Signl
COSE_Mac, or COSE MacO can be used to add authentication

I f COSE Encrypt or COSE EncryptO is used with a detached ci phertext
then the subsequently applied integrity protection via COSE_Sign,
COSE_Signl, COSE Mac, or COSE MacO does not cover this detached

ci phertext. Inplementers MJST ensure that the detached ci phertext
al so experiences integrity protection. This is, for exanple, the
case when an AEAD cipher is used to produce the detached ciphertext
but may not be guaranteed by non- AEAD ci phers.

| ANA Consi der ati ons

Thi s docunent requests | ANA to add new values to the ' COSE
Algorithns’ and to the ' COSE Header Paraneters’ registries.
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7.

7.

1.

1.1

1.2,

COSE Al gorithms Registry
HPKE- 0

Nane: HPKE-0

Val ue: TBD1 (Assumed: 35)

Description: COSE HPKE Integrated Encryption using DHKEM P- 256,
HKDF- SHA256) KEM HKDF- SHA256 KDF, and AES- 128- GCM AEAD.

Capabi lities: [kty]
Change Controller: |ESG
Ref erence: [[TBD: This RFC]]
Recomended: Yes
HPKE- 1
Name: HPKE-1
Val ue: TBD3 (Assuned: 37)

Description: COSE HPKE Integrated Encryption using DHKEM P- 384,
HKDF- SHA384) KEM HKDF- SHA384 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD.

Capabi lities: [kty]
Change Controller: |ESG
Ref erence: [[TBD: This RFC]]
Recomended: Yes
HPKE- 2
Name: HPKE- 2
Val ue: TBD5 (Assuned: 39)

Description: COSE HPKE Integrated Encryption using DHKEM P-521
HKDF- SHA512) KEM HKDF- SHA512 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD.

Capabi lities: [kty]

Change Controller: |ESG
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* Reference: [[TBD: This RF(C]
* Recommended: Yes
7.1.4. HPKE-3
*  Nanme: HPKE-3
* Value: TBD7 (Assumed: 41)

* Description: COSE HPKE | ntegrated Encryption usi ng DHKEM X25519,
HKDF- SHA256) KEM HKDF- SHA256 KDF, and AES-128- GCM AEAD.

* Capabilities: [kty]
* Change Controller: |IESG
* Reference: [[TBD: This RFC]]
* Recommended: Yes
7.1.5. HPKE-4
*  Name: HPKE-4
* Val ue: TBD8 (Assumned: 42)

* Description: COSE HPKE | ntegrated Encryption usi ng DHKEM X25519,
HKDF- SHA256) KEM HKDF- SHA256 KDF, and ChaCha20Pol y1305 AEAD.

* Capabilities: [kty]
* Change Controller: |IESG
* Reference: [[TBD: This RFC]]
* Recommended: Yes
7.1.6. HPKE-5
*  Name: HPKE-5
*  Value: TBD9 (Assuned: 43)

* Description: COSE HPKE | ntegrated Encryption usi ng DHKEM X448,
HKDF- SHA512) KEM HKDF- SHA512 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD

* Capabilities: [kty]
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* Change Controller: |IESG
* Reference: [[TBD: This RFC]
* Recommended: Yes
7.1.7. HPKE-6
*  Name: HPKE-6
* Value: TBD10 (Assuned: 44)

* Description: COSE HPKE I ntegrated Encryption usi ng DHKEM X448,
HKDF- SHA512) KEM HKDF- SHA512 KDF, and ChaCha20Pol y1305 AEAD.

* Capabilities: [kty]
* Change Controller: |IESG
* Reference: [[TBD: This RFC]]
* Recommended: Yes
7.1.8. HPKE-7
*  Nanme: HPKE-7
* Value: TBD13 (Assuned: 45)

* Description: COSE HPKE |Integrated Encryption using DHKEM P- 256,
HKDF- SHA256) KEM HKDF- SHA256 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD.

* Capabilities: [kty]
* Change Controller: |IESG
* Reference: [[TBD: This RF(C]
* Recommended: Yes
7.1.9. HPKE-0-KE
*  Name: HPKE-0- KE
* Value: TBD14 (Assuned: 46)

* Description: COSE HPKE Key Encryption using DHKEM P-256, HKDF-
SHA256) KEM HKDF- SHA256 KDF, and AES- 128- GCM AEAD
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Capabi lities: [kty]
Change Controller: |ESG
Ref erence: [[TBD: This RFC]]

Recomrended: Yes

7.1.10. HPKE-1-KE

*

Nanme: HPKE- 1- KE
Val ue: TBD15 (Assumed: 47)

Description: COSE HPKE Key Encryption using DHKEM P- 384, HKDF-
SHA384) KEM HKDF- SHA384 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD

Capabi lities: [kty]
Change Controller: |ESG
Ref erence: [[TBD: This RFC]]

Recomrended: Yes

7.1.11. HPKE-2-KE

*

Nane: HPKE- 2- KE
Val ue: TBD16 (Assuned: 48)

Description: COSE HPKE Key Encryption using DHKEM P-521, HKDF-
SHA512) KEM HKDF- SHA512 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD

Capabi lities: [kty]
Change Controller: |ESG
Ref erence: [[TBD: This RFC]]

Recomrended: Yes

7.1.12. HPKE- 3-KE

*

*

Nanme: HPKE- 3- KE

Val ue: TBD17 (Assuned: 49)

Tschofenig, et al. Expires 13 July 2026 [ Page 23]



I nternet-Draft COSE HPKE January 2026

Descri ption: COSE HPKE Key Encryption using DHKEM X25519, HKDF-
SHA256) KEM HKDF- SHA256 KDF, and AES- 128- GCM AEAD

Capabi lities: [kty]
Change Controller: |ESG
Ref erence: [[TBD: This RFC]]

Recomrended: Yes

7.1.13. HPKE-4-KE

*

Nane: HPKE- 4- KE
Val ue: TBD18 (Assuned: 50)

Descri ption: COSE HPKE Key Encryption using DHKEM X25519, HKDF-
SHA256) KEM HKDF- SHA256 KDF, and ChaCha20Pol y1305 AEAD.

Capabi lities: [kty]
Change Controller: |ESG
Ref erence: [[TBD: This RFC]

Recommended: Yes

7.1.14. HPKE-5-KE

*

Nane: HPKE- 5- KE
Val ue: TBD19 (Assuned: 51)

Description: COSE HPKE Key Encryption usi ng DHKEM X448, HKDF-
SHA512) KEM HKDF- SHA512 KDF, and AES- 256- GCM AEAD.

Capabi lities: [kty]
Change Controller: |ESG
Ref erence: [[TBD: This RFC]

Recommended: Yes
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7.1.15. HPKE-6-KE

*

Nane: HPKE- 6- KE
Val ue: TBD20 (Assuned: 52)

Descri ption: COSE HPKE Key Encryption using DHKEM X448, HKDF-
SHA512) KEM HKDF- SHA512 KDF, and ChaCha20Pol y1305 AEAD.

Capabi lities: [kty]
Change Controller: |ESG
Ref erence: [[TBD: This RFC]]

Recomrended: Yes

7.1.16. HPKE-7-KE

*

7.2.

7.2.

1.

Nane: HPKE- 7- KE
Val ue: TBD21 (Assuned: 53)

Descri ption: COSE HPKE Key Encryption using DHKEM P- 256, HKDF-
SHA256) KEM HKDF- SHA256 KDF, and AES-256- GCM AEAD

Capabi lities: [kty]
Change Controller: |ESG
Ref erence: [[TBD: This RFC]
Recommended: Yes
COSE Header Paraneters
ek Header Paraneter
Nane: ek
Label : TBD11l (Assuned: -4)
Val ue type: bstr
Val ue Registry: NA

Description: HPKE encapsul ated key
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* Reference: [[TBD: This RF(C]
7.2.2. psk_id Header Paraneter

*  Nane: psk_ id

* Label: TBD12 (Assuned: -5)

* Value type: bstr

* Value Registry: NA

* Description: A key identifier (kid) for the pre-shared key as
defined in Section 5.1.2 of [RFC9180]

* Reference: [[TBD: This RFC]]
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