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Abst r act

Thi s docunent defines the Open Contributions Descriptor (OCD), a JSON
format for publishing machi ne-readabl e nmet adata about an

organi zation’s participation in the open ecosystem OCD all ows

organi zations to publish a single discovery docunent describing open
source projects, open data publications, open standards
participation, contact infornmation, governance material, and declared
rel ationships to external organizations and projects.

OCD is intended to be published at a predictable well-known | ocation
to support automated di scovery, indexing, and ecosystem anal ysis.

Note to Readers

This Internet-Draft is derived fromthe working specification

mai nt ai ned by the Open Contributions Descriptor project inits public
Gt repository (https://github.com ossbase-org/ Open-Contri butions-
Descriptor).

Status of This Meno

This Internet-Draft is submtted in full conformance with the
provi sions of BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Internet-Drafts are working docunents of the Internet Engineering
Task Force (I ETF). Note that other groups nmay also distribute

wor ki ng documents as Internet-Drafts. The list of current Internet-
Drafts is at https://datatracker.ietf.org/drafts/current/.

Internet-Drafts are draft documents valid for a maxi mum of six nonths
and nay be updated, replaced, or obsol eted by other docunents at any
time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference
material or to cite themother than as "work in progress."

This Internet-Draft will expire on 21 Septenber 2026.
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Copyri ght Notice

Copyright (c) 2026 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Docunments (https://trustee.ietf.org/
license-info) in effect on the date of publication of this docunent.
Pl ease revi ew these documents carefully, as they describe your rights
and restrictions with respect to this docunent.
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1.

I nt roducti on

Organi zations participate in the open ecosystemin nmany different
ways, including by nmaintaining software, publishing datasets,
contributing to standards, docunenting governance, and supporting
external communities. Today, this information is usually fragnmented
across websites, forge hosting platforns, policy pages, and standards
organi zation portals.

The Open Contributions Descriptor (OCD) defines a single JSON

[ RFC8259] docunent that aggregates this information in a predictable
format. OCD is intended for both human readers and aut onated
tooling. Exanple use cases include:

organi zati onal open-source programoffice inventories;
catal ogi ng of open data and public APIs;

ecosyst em mappi ng and stewardshi p anal ysi s;

transparency around standards participation; and

aut omat ed di scovery of contribution entry points and contact
channel s.

* Ok X F

The design goals of OCD are:

* provide a single discovery endpoint for organizational open
activities;

* support both human di scovery and machi ne aut omati on;

* remain extensible without breaking conpatibility; and

* allow partial adoption where only sone sections are popul at ed.

Conventions and Definitions
The key words "MJST", "MJST NOT", "REQUI RED', "SHALL", "SHALL NOT",
"SHOULD', "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMMENDED', "NOT RECOMMENDED', "MAY", and
"OPTIONAL" in this docunent are to be interpreted as described in BCP
14 [ RFC2119] [ RFC8174] when, and only when, they appear in al
capitals, as shown here

The underlying representation of OCD is JSON as defined by [ RFC8259].
Date and date-tinme val ues use RFC 3339 formatting [ RFC3339].

Publication and Di scovery

An OCD docunent is intended to be published at the follow ng
| ocati on:

htt ps://<organi zati on-domai n>/ . wel | - known/ open-contri butions.json
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The use of the /.well-known/ path follows the general nechani sm
defined in [ RFC8615]. Organi zati ons MAY publish the same content at
addi tional |ocations, but the well-known | ocation is the canonica

di scovery endpoi nt.

4. Docunent Mbdel
An OCD docunent is a UTF-8 encoded JSON object. Unknown nmembers MAY
appear in an OCD docurent. Consunmers MJST ignore nmenbers they do not
understand, unless a profile or extension explicitly defines stricter
processing rul es.

The top-1level object has the foll ow ng nmenbers.
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Table 1

Version of the OCD |
speci fication |
i mpl erent ed by the |
docurent . |

| Timestanp indicating |
| when the docunent was |
| generat ed. |

| Metadata descri bing |
| the publishing |
| organization. |

| Contact information |
| related to open |
| activities. |

| Organizati onal |
| policies relevant to |
| openness and |
| participation. |

| Open source projects |
| maintained or |
| contributed to. |

| Published open |
| datasets and feeds. |

| Participation in |
| standards |
| organizations or |
| specifications. |

| Relationships to |
| external |
| organizations and |
| projects. |

| Organization-specific |
| extensions. |
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4.1. spec_version

The spec_version nenber identifies the version of the OCD
specification used by the docunent.

4.2. generated_at
The generated_at nenber MJST be an RFC 3339 date-tinme string.
4.3. organization

The organi zati on object describes the entity publishing the

descri ptor.
[ ool s sl s ool oo oo
| Field | Type | Requirement | Description |
[ s s e el e e e e e e e e e e e e e et
| name | string | REQUI RED | Oficial organization nane.
I Fommmaa - I T T e +
| domain | string | REQUI RED | Primary domai n hosting the
| | | | descriptor. |
S S SRR S oo e e e e e e e e oo - - +
| description | string | OPTI ONAL | Short description of the |
| | | | organizati on. |
I Fommmaa - I T T pe +
| country | string | OPTI ONAL | 1'SO 3166-1 al pha-2 country
| | | | code. |
S S SRR S oo e e e e e e e e oo - - +
| links | object | OPTI ONAL | Public organizational |
| | | | Iinks. |
I Fommmaa - I T T re e +
Table 2
4.3.1. organization.links

| Field | Description |

[§ lemesfommsbomsbemsoefsesoefsesefsesesfemsf Sesfesssesposespsosospssespsesespses essessfsessfsespssespsfespeesfespeesfspe o}

| honepage | Main organizational website. |

N . +

| opensource page | Dedi cated open-source or OSPO page. |

dememmemeemeeaaaas e +

| github_org | Primary source code organi zation profile.

o e e e oo o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e mmmmmaa o - +

Tabl e 3
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4.4. contacts

The contacts object provides points of contact relevant to the
publ i shing organi zation’s open activities.

| Field | Type | Description |
| opensource | object | General open-source contact. |
R S SRR oo m o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e meao— o +
| security | object | Security disclosure reference; this SHOULD

| point to security.txt when applicable. |
T R o m m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e mee oo +
| comunity | object | Conmunity engagement contact. |
R Fomm oo T +

Tabl e 4

[ bbb oo e oo s bbb °}
| Field | Type | Description |
[ el sl s s
| email | string | Contact email address. |
S S o e e eeaa oo +
| url | string | Contact webpage. |
- N o +
Table 5

4.5. policies

The policies object Iinks to organizational governance and
participation policies.

| Field | Description |
| code_of _conduct | Community code of conduct. |
o e e e e o - oo e e e e e e e oo oo +
| contributing | Contribution guidelines. |
o e e e e e e e e oo s o e e e e e e e e e e eee— oo n +
| vulnerability_disclosure | Vulnerability disclosure policy. |
o m e e e e e e a oo o mm e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e mam- +
| license_policy | Licensing strategy or guidance.

o e e e e o - oo e e e e e e e oo oo +

Table 6
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4.6. projects

The projects nmenber is an array of project objects. Each el enent
descri bes one open source project.

4.6.1. Project Object

The foll owi ng project nenbers are defined.

[ bl e pu g puguty b o oo pul s fus s fus s g —p—_—
| Field | Type | Requirenent | Description |
| name | string | REQUI RED | Project nane. |
o m e e e oo - Fomm e - o - o m e e e oo - o e e e e e e e ememao - +
| description | string | REQU RED | Short project description.
S S SRR S oo e e e e e e e e oo - - +
| repository | object | REQU RED | Source repository netadata.
S T S o mm e e e e e e e i +
| links | object | OPTI ONAL | Human-faci ng and machi ne-
| | | | facing resources. |
S Fomm oo S o e e e e e e e e m o +
| participate | object | OPTI ONAL | External contribution entry |
| | | | points. |
S T S o mm e e e e e e e i +
| governance | object | OPTI ONAL | Governance infornation. |
o m e e e oo - Fomm e - o - o m e e e oo - o e e e e e e e ememao - +
| release | object | OPTI ONAL | Release and security |
| | | | lifecycle information. |
Fom e o - T Fom e o - o m e e e e e iee i +
| status | string | OPTI ONAL | Project lifecycle state. |
R R R Fom e e e e i +
| tags | array | OPTI ONAL | Keywords describing the

| | | project. |
S S SRR S oo e e e e e e e e oo - - +

Table 7

Valid values for status are:
* active: maintained and accepting contributions;

* archived: no active devel opnent but preserved; and
* disabled: service or project no | onger avail abl e.
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4.6.2. repository

[ gty fp——————(——— s —p—_——————————————(—(———(—————r L
| Field | Requirement | Description |
[ ety el e et o}
| url | REQUI RED | Canonical repository URL. |
T I T L T +
| license | REQUI RED | SPDX license identifier. |
S R S oo e m e e e e e e e e e e e e mm e mmmaa o - +
| type | OPTI ONAL | Repository type, for exanple git. |
S TRy . O +
| clone | OPTI ONAL | d one URL. |
T I T T Tt +
| tests | OPTI ONAL | Continuous integration or test URL. |
S R S oo e m e e e e e e e e e e e e mm e mmmaa o - +
Tabl e 8
4.6.3. links

[} gt p——— Ll —_—_—————————————————————(——(——(—(————r

| Field | Description |

[ bty el

| project _page | Canonical human-readabl e project page. |

IRy T +

| homepage | Organization-hosted overvi ew page. |

T oo e m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ma o - +

| docunmentation | Oficial docunmentation. |

S I . +

| dero | Live deploynent or deno instance. |

I IRy T e +

| rel eases | Rel ease or downl oad page. |

T oo e m e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ma o - +

| community | Chat, forum or community hub. |

S I . +

| netadata | Machi ne-consunabl e descri ptors. |

I IRy T YT +

Table 9
4.6.4. links.netadata

| Field | Description |
[} gl s —p—_—(————————————————(——————(————(—————
| openapi | URL to an OpenAPl description of the project API. |
S TRy . +
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Tabl e 10
Addi ti onal netadata nenbers MAY be added.

4.6.5. participate

| Field | Description |
[} g ——————— s —p—_—_————————————————————————
| issues | Issue tracker URL. |
S TRy e +
| good first issues | Beginner-friendly issues |
T T TS +
| chat | Real -time comunication channel. |
o e e e o T +
| docs | Contribution or devel oper docunentati on.

S TRy e +

Tabl e 11

4.6.6. governance

[ el Ll el
| Field | Description |
| maintainers | List of maintainer contacts. |
S o e e e e e e e e e o +
| codeowners | CODEOWNERS file |ocation. |
. . +
Tabl e 12
4.6.7. release
[ el el
| Field | Description |
| changel og | Rel ease history. |
o e e e oo S +
| security_policy | Project security policy.
i +
Tabl e 13

4.7. open_data

The open_data nenber is an array of dataset objects.
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[ ool s e oo s e s
| Field | Type | Requirement | Description |
[& ooy e e s e s
| nane | string | REQUI RED | Dataset nane. |
Fom e S SR S Fom e oo +
| description | string | OPTI ONAL | Dataset sumary. |
oo S S Fom oo +
| license | string | REQUI RED | Data license, for |
| | | | exanpl e CC- BY-4.0.

o e e e e oo oo S SRR S o e e e e oo +
| publisher | string | OPTI ONAL | Publishing entity. |
oo S S Fom oo +
| urls | object | REQUI RED | Access points. |
Fom e e e oo Fomm e - o - o m e e e oo - Fom e e e e oo o +
| formats | array | OPTI ONAL | Available formats. |
o e e e e oo oo S SRR S o e e e e oo +
| update frequency | string | OPTI ONAL | Publication |
| | | cadence. |
oo S S Fom e +
| schema | string | OPTI ONAL | Schema definition

| | | | URL. |
o e e e e oo oo S SRR S o e e e e oo +
| tags | array | OPTI ONAL | Dataset |
| | | categories. |
oo S S Fom e +

Tabl e 14

4.7.1. open_data.urls

| Field | Description |
[S oo oo e s s e oo el
| landi ng_page | Human-readabl e dat aset page.

e +
| downl oad | Direct dataset downl oad. |
oo o m oo +
| api | APl endpoint. |
o e e - o e e e e e e e e e o +

Tabl e 15
4.8. open_standards

The open_standards nenber is an array describing participation in
st andar ds bodi es.
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[ ool oo oo s e sy o}
| Field | Type | Description |
[ oo el oo oo oo s pu ey o}
| body | string | Standards organization, |
| | for exanple | ETF or VWBC. |
S S oo +
| working groups | array | Associated working |
| | | groups.
o e Fomm oo S +
| contributions | array | Contributions nade. |
Fom e S SR oo +
| contacts | array | Standards participation |
| | | contacts.
oo o - Fomm e - o - o e e e e e e oo o +
Tabl e 16
4.8.1. contributions

| Field | Description |

[ b epumnl e e

| type | Contribution type, such as draft-author,

| editor, inplenentation, or review |

S o m o e e e +
| title | Contribution title. |
R, T +

| url | Reference URL. |
oo - o m o oo +

Table 17

4.9. relationships
The rel ationshi ps nenber all ows an organi zation to declare structured
rel ati onships to other organizations and projects. This section
supports ecosystem mappi ng, governance transparency, and machi ne-
readabl e attribution of stewardship and contribution

Each rel ati onshi p object has the foll owi ng nmenbers.
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Rel ati onship type |
describing the role |
or interaction. |

| target | object | REQU RED | The rel ated |
| | | | organization or |
I I I | project. I

| since | string | OPTI ONAL | RFC 3339 date or |
| | | | date-time when the |
| | | | relationship started. |

| until | string | OPTI ONAL | RFC 3339 date or |
| I | | date-time when the |
I | | | relationship ended. |

| description | string | OPTI ONAL | Hurman-readabl e |
| | | | expl anati on. |

| evidence | array | OPTI ONAL | URLs or structured |
| | I | objects supporting |
| | I | the claim |

| contacts | array | OPTI ONAL | Contacts for this |
| | | | relationshinp. |

| tags | array | OPTI ONAL | Keywords for |
| | | | classification and |
| | I | search. |

| extensions | object | OPTI ONAL | Rel ationship-specific |
| | | | extensions. |

Tabl e 18
Recomended val ues for type are:

mai nt ai ns;
co_rmai nt ai ns;
supports;
contributes_to;
sponsors;
upstream of ;
downst ream of ;

* ok X Xk X %
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menber _of; and
* affiliated_with
1. target

The target object

[ ool oo
| Field | Type
‘o= 4 ===
| kind | string
S S S
| name | string
B S B S,
| domain | string
I I
O oo -
| ocd | string
I I
B S B S,
| url | string
I I
O oo -
| project | object
I I
B S B S,
2 target. projec
[} gt o
| Field |
[ et
| repository url |
I I
S +
| homepage |
I
oo - - +
| license |
I
S +

aunoy

Qpen Contri butions Descriptor March 2026
identifies the related entity.
| Requirenment | Description
g S ——————— e pp—p—p—p—p—(—(—————————————————
| REQUI RED | Either organization or project
. o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e —m— e — - =
| REQUI RED | Display nane of the target.
I, o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e =
| OPTI ONAL | Dormain of the target
| | organizati on.
e, o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ==
| OPTI ONAL | URL to the target’'s OCD
| | docunent.
I, o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e =
| OPTI ONAL | Canoni cal human-readabl e URL
| | for the target.
e, o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e ==
| OPTI ONAL | Project identifier; required
| | when kind is project.
I, o e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e =
Tabl e 19
t
Type | Requirenment | Description
tet—— e ——————————— s —p——(——————
string | OPTI ONAL | Canonica
| repository URL.
........ O
string | OPTI ONAL | Project homepage or
| | project page URL.
________ e
I

SPDX | i cense
| identifier.

Tabl e 20
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4.9.3. evidence

The evi dence nmenber is an array containing either bare URLs or
structured objects.

E bl s oo oot s oo s e s
| Field | Type | Description |
[ oo s e e el
| url | string | Evidence URL. |
+------- +-------- T +
| label | string | Short |abel for hunans. |
+------- F----- - - B T I +
| type | string | Evidence type, such as policy,

| | | announcenent, or repo-netadata. |
+------- +---- - - - I il T +

Tabl e 21

4.10. extensions

The extensions object allows custom additions w thout breaking
conpatibility. Consumers MJST ignore unknown extension nenbers.
Ext ensi on names SHOULD be | ogically nanmespaced to reduce colli sions.

5. Validation and Processing Rul es
An OCD processor

*  MJST parse the docunent as JSON

* MJST treat spec_version, generated_at, and organi zation as
required top-1evel nenbers;
MUST i gnore unknown nenbers;
SHOULD val i date date-tine val ues agai nst RFC 3339;

* SHOULD validate license identifiers agai nst SPDX when such
validation is avail able; and

* SHOULD preserve unrecogni zed extension content when transform ng
or proxying an OCD docunent .

6. Exanple
The foll owing exanple illustrates an OCD docunent.
{ _
"spec_version": "1.0",

"generated_at": "2026-02-23T09: 00: 002",
"organi zation": {
"nane": "Exanple O ganization",
"domai n": "exanple.org",

Dul aunoy Expi res 21 Septenber 2026 [ Page 15]



I nternet-Draft Qpen Contri butions Descriptor March 2026

"description": "An organi zation contributing to open source software, open data, a
nd open standards.",
“country": "LU',

"l'inks": {
"honmepage": "https://exanple.org",
"opensource_page": "https://exanple.org/open",

"github_org": "https://github. com exanpl e-org"
}

ontacts": {
"opensource": {

}

"emai |l ": "opensource@xanpl e.org"
}1
"security": {
"url": "https://exanple.org/.well-known/security.txt"
}1
"comunity": {
"emai |l ": "community@xanpl e.org"
}
oo
"policies": {
"code_of conduct": "https://exanpl e.org/code-of -conduct",
"contributing": "https://exanple.org/contributing”,
"vul nerability disclosure": "https://exanple.org/security",
"l'icense_policy": "https://exanpl e.org/open/licensing”
}1
"projects": [
"nanme": "Vulnerability Lookup",
"description": "An open platformto correlate and explore vulnerability intellig
ence. ",
"status": "active",
"repository":
"url": "https://github. conf exanpl e-org/vul nerability-I ookup",
"license": "AGPL-3.0",
"type": "git",
"clone": "https://github. com exanpl e-org/vul nerability-1ookup.git",
"tests": "https://ci.exanple.org/job/vul nerability-Iookup/"
}1
"links": {
"project_page": "https://ww.vul nerability-Iookup.org",
"homepage": "https://exanple.org/projects/vul nerability-Iookup",
"docunentation": "https://docs.vul nerability-I|ookup.org",
"demp": "https://vulnerability.exanple.org",
"rel eases": "https://github. conf exanpl e-org/vul nerability-1|ookup/rel eases”,
"comunity": "https://matrix.to/# #vul nl ookup: matri x. org",
"metadata": {
"openapi ": "https://vul nerability.exanple.org/openapi.json”
}1
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"participate": {

"issues": "https://github. com exanpl e-org/vul nerability-I|ookup/issues",

"good_first_issues”: "https://github. com exanpl e-org/vul nerability-Iookup/issu
es?q=i sYBAi ssue+i s¥BAopen+| abel ¥BA¥22good+fi r st +i ssue%@2",

"chat": "https://matrix.to/# #vul nl ookup: matri x. org",

"docs": "https://docs.vul nerability-I| ookup.org"

3

"gover nance": {
"mai ntai ners": [
"mai nt ai ner s@xanpl e. org”

1,
"codeowners": "https://github.com exanpl e-org/vul nerability-1ookup/bl ob/main/C
ODEONNERS"
},
"rel ease": {
"changel og": "https://github. com exanpl e-org/ vul nerability-| ookup/rel eases",
"security policy": "https://github. com exanpl e-org/vul nerability-| ookup/securi
ty/ policy"
"tags": |
"security",
"vul nerability-nmanagenent",
"open-source"
]
}
1,
"open_data": |
{
"nanme": "Daily Threat Indicators"”,
"description": "Open dataset of curated threat intelligence indicators.",
"l'i cense": "CC-BY-4.0",
"publisher": "Exanple O ganization",
"urls": {
"l andi ng_page": "https://exanpl e.org/data/threat-indicators",
"downl oad": "https://exanple.org/data/threat-indicators/latest.json",
"api": "https://exanple.org/api/threat-indicators"
1
"formats": |
"json",
"csv"
1,
"update_frequency": "daily",
"schema": "https://exanpl e.org/datal/threat-indicators/schema.json",
"tags": |
"open-data"”,
"cybersecurity",
"threat-intelligence"
]
}
]

,pen_standards": [
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{
"body": "I ETF",
"wor ki ng_groups": [
“openpgp”,
"si drops”
1,
"“contributions": [
{
"type": "draft-author”,
"title": "Exanple Secure Exchange Format",
"url": "https://datatracker.ietf.org/doc/draft-exanpl e-secure-exchange/"
H
{
"type": "inplenentation",
"title": "Reference inplenmentation”,
"url": "https://github. conl exanpl e-or g/ secur e- exchange"
}
1,
"contacts": |
"emai |l ": "standards@xanpl e. org"
}
]
}
1,
"rel ationshi ps": [
{

"type": "co_maintains",

"description": "W co-naintain the upstream project with the foundati on and anot

her OSPO. ",

"since": "2023-05-01",

"target":

"kind": "project”,
"nanme": "Upstream Tooling",
"url": "https://upstream exanpl e. net/tooling",
"ocd": "https://upstream exanpl e. net/.well-known/open-contributions.json",
"project": {
"repository_url": "https://github.com upstreanitooling”,
"homepage": "https://upstream exanpl e. net/tooling",
"license": "MPL-2.0"
}

},

"evi dence": [
"https://github. com upstreanitooling/blob/mai n/ MAI NTAI NERS. nd"
"https://github. com upstreanitooling/graphs/contributors"

]

ontacts": |

"email": "opensource@xanpl e.org"
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}

ags": [
"gover nance",
"mai nt enance"

]

]
}
1,

"extensions": {}

}
Security Considerations

OCD documents are descriptive nmetadata and do not directly grant
privil eges or convey authority. However, consumers m ght use OCD
data to drive discovery, ranking, trust decisions, or automation. A
mal i ci ous or conprom sed publisher could therefore provide inaccurate
nmet adat a.

Consuners SHOULD treat OCD content as unverified assertions unless
backed by independently validated evidence. Consumers that act
automatically on OCD content SHOULD apply origin authentication,
transport security, and |ocal policy before making trust or security
deci si ons.

Publ i shing contact information can increase discoverability but can
al so increase unwanted scraping, profiling, or spam Publishers
SHOULD consi der the privacy inpact of any personal data included in
OCD docunents.

| ANA Consi derations
I ANA is requested to register the well-known URI suffix open-
contributions.json in the "Wl Il-Known URIs" registry established by
RFC 8615.
The registry entry should include the foll ow ng infornation:
* URI suffix: open-contributions.json
* Change controller: OSSBASE (https://ossbhase.org/)
* Specification docunent(s): This docunent

This well-known resource is used to discover a JSON docunent
descri bing an organi zati on’s open contributions profile.
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A registration request for this well-known URI suffix has been filed
and is tracked at: https://github. com protocol -registries/well-known-
uris/issues/ 78 (https://github.com protocol -registries/well-known-
uris/issues/ 78)
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