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Abst r act

This meno describes the requirenents for publishing a registry on the
| ANA website before the | ETF Stream docunent that creates the
registry is approved for publication as an RFC. This process can be
used when a Wbrking G oup needs to coordi nate all ocations anong

mul tiple docunments or with an organi zati on outside the | ETF.

Status of This Meno

This Internet-Draft is submtted in full conformance with the
provi sions of BCP 78 and BCP 79.

Internet-Drafts are working docunents of the Internet Engineering
Task Force (IETF). Note that other groups nmay also distribute

wor ki ng documents as Internet-Drafts. The list of current Internet-
Drafts is at https://datatracker.ietf.org/drafts/current/.

Internet-Drafts are draft docunments valid for a maxi mum of six nonths
and nay be updated, replaced, or obsol eted by other docunents at any
time. It is inappropriate to use Internet-Drafts as reference
material or to cite themother than as "work in progress."

This Internet-Draft will expire on 7 Decenber 2025.
Copyri ght Notice

Copyright (c) 2025 | ETF Trust and the persons identified as the
docunent authors. Al rights reserved.

Thi s docunent is subject to BCP 78 and the | ETF Trust’'s Lega
Provisions Relating to | ETF Docunents (https://trustee.ietf.org/
license-info) in effect on the date of publication of this docunent.
Pl ease revi ew these docunents carefully, as they describe your rights
and restrictions with respect to this docunment. Code Conponents
extracted fromthis docunent nust include Revised BSD License text as
described in Section 4.e of the Trust Legal Provisions and are

provi ded wi thout warranty as described in the Revised BSD License.
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I nt roducti on

Pr ot ocol specifications docunented in RFCs often need to create
registries of nanmes or code points for various objects, nessages, or
other protocol entities so that inplenentations can interoperate.
Regi stry creation is handl ed by the Internet Assigned Nunbers
Authority (1 ANA) in accordance with processes described in [ RFC8126].

Wor ki ng groups that establish a new registry in one docunent may find
that they need to allocate code points for other docunents while the

first docurment is still in devel opnent. However, adding those other

all ocations in the original docunent may prove inpractical or

undesi reabl e.

Additionally, the working group may need to create a registry that a
group outside of the | ETF urgently needs ongoing allocations from

Wor ki ng groups may choose to naintain an informal registry internally
until the | ESG approves the registry docunent for publication as an
RFC, at which point | ANA would create an official registry. However,
doing so risks the possibility that some party may not realize that
the unofficial registry has been replaced, in which case they night
sel f-assign codepoints that | ANA has assigned for another purpose.

I ANA al so has processes in place to ensure that requirenents are net,
and nethods for tracking registration requests, among ot her

advant ages as a central coordi nator
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Thi s docunent is therefore proposing a nmethod for creating registries
before the | ESG approves the docunent for publication. Creation
requires the sane approval s described in [ RFC7120], the document that
defines the early allocation process, and registries are |ikew se
subj ect to expiration, but can be renewed.

Early registry creation, as opposed to early allocation, introduces
one new i ssue: registry maintenance, or early allocation fromearly
registries. Any allocation will require either the [ RFC7120] process
or Working Goup Chair approval, depending on the registration
procedure intended for the final RFC based registry.

2. Conditions for Early Registry Creation

The foll owi ng conditions nust hold before | ANA can process a request
for early registry creation:

1. The registry must be described fully, in accordance with
[ RFC8126], in enough detail for 1ANA to be able to create the
registry, maintain it, and determne its format and i ntended
| ocati on.

2. The Working Group chairs and AD nust deternmine that there is
sufficient interest in the comunity for early (pre-RFC
i npl ement ati on and depl oynent, or that the |ack of centra
coordi nation before document approval could lead to registry
mai nt enance i ssues.

3. If the registry is to be created primarily for use by an
organi zation outside of the IETF, the Wrking Goup chairs nust
be satisfied that the relevant parties are aware that the
registry will be closed if the document that creates it does not
advance.

4. The Working Group chairs nmust be willing to function as approvers
for all requests for allocation fromthat registry until the
docunent is approved for publication, as described in Section 5.
If allocation fromthe finalized version of the registry will
require an RFC, the Wbrking G oup chairs and Area Directors (ADs)
must be willing to use the [RFC7120] early allocation process to
al | ocat e val ues.

3. Process for Early Registry Creation
The processes described bel ow assunme that the document in question is

the product of an | ETF Working Group (WG . If this is not the case,
replace "Ws chairs" bel ow with "Shepherdi ng AD."
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There are three processes associated with early allocation: making
the request for registry creation, following up on the request, and,
optionally, revoking the registry.

3. 1.

Request

The process for requesting early registry creation is as foll ows:

1.

3. 2.

It

The authors (editors) of the docunment submt a request for early
creation to the Wirking Group chairs, specifying which registry
shoul d be created and where it shoul d be pl aced.

The WG chairs determ ne whether the conditions for early registry
creation described in Section 2 are net.

The WG chairs gauge whether there is consensus within the WG t hat
early registry creation is appropriate for the given docunent.

If steps 2) and 3) are satisfied, the WG chairs request approva
fromthe AD(s). The AD(s) may apply judgnment to the request,
especially if there is arisk that the registry will not be nmade
per manent .

If the ADs approve step 4), the WG chairs contact | ANA to request
early registry creation.

| ANA creates the registry in the appropriate | ocation, marking it
as "tenporary," valid for a period of two years fromthe creation
date. The creation and expiration dates are recorded in the
registry and nmade visible to the public.

Fol I ow Up

is the responsibility of the docunent authors and the Wrking

Group chairs to review changes in the docunent and determ ne whet her
changes to registry content or structure are required before the
docunent is approved for publication

If the document progresses to the point at which | ANA normal |y
creates registries, 1ANA will nake any necessary registry updates
descri bed by the docunent’s | ANA Consi derations section and renpve
the "tenporary" designation fromthe registry description

If the document will not progress, or if the registry is no |onger
required, the Wrking Goup chairs should i nform | ANA
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3.3. Expiry

As described in Section 3.1, the registry’s expiration date is
recorded and tracked by 1ANA.  If the registry will expire before the
| ESG approves the docunent for publication, ANA will contact the WG
chairs and AD to ask whether they wish to renew the registry for an
addi ti onal two-year period.

After the first extension, any further renewal requests nmust also be
approved by the ESG  The renewal request to the | ESG nust include
the reason(s) another renewal is necessary and the WG s plans for the
speci fication.

If an extension is not approved, IANA will close the registry and
| abel it accordingly.

The WG chairs can also instruct ANA to close the registry at any
time. |Inplenmenters and depl oyers need to be aware of this
possibility.

Note that if the docunent that created the registry is submtted for
reviewto the |ESG and at the tine of submission the registry is
valid (not expired), it will not be subject to expiration while the
docunent is under |ESG consideration

4. Early Registry Initialization

When early registry creation is approved, IANA will add the registry
to the specified registry group. |If the group has yet to be created,
IANA will create a group, nmake it available at a new URL, and add a
"tenporary" designation to the name of the group as well as the
registry itself.

IANA will initialize the registry with the fields and registrations
provi ded by the docunent’s | ANA Consi derations section

Any desired registrations not included in the initializing docunent
must be requested separately, after | ANA creates the registry.

IANA will tenporarily substitute "RFC 7120 Early Al location" or "W5

Chair/ AD Approval ", as described below, for the registration
procedures requested by the docunent.
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5

Conditions for Allocation fromEarly Registries

The docunent’s | ANA Consi derations section nust nanme one or nore
registration procedures for the registry, as described in [ RFC8126].
However, those procedures will not apply until the registry has been
finalized (i.e., until the docunment that creates the registry has
been approved for publication).

Instead, 1ANA will apply the follow ng registration procedures:

* RFC 7120 Early Allocation: if the projected registration procedure
will require an RFC (e.g., "IETF Review', "Standards Action Wth
Expert Review'), entry into the early registry will require the
early allocation procedure described in [ RFC7120]. Wen the
registry itself is made permanent, these allocations will still be
mar ked "tenporary" until their associated docunents are approved
for publication. |[If the Wrking Goup or shepherding AD
responsible for the registry is not the source of the early
al | ocation request, the requesting chair or AD should consult with
the appropriate chairs or AD before contacting | ANA

* WG Chair/AD Approval : if the projected registration procedure wll
not require an RFC (e.g., "First Cone First Served"," "Expert
Revi ew'), allocations nust be approved by a Wrking G oup chair
responsible for the registry (or by the shepherding AD, if
applicable). Once approved, these allocations do not require
renewal .

Alternatives to Early Registry Creation

Early registry creation is an option, not a requirenent, for
coordi nating future allocations.

Internal lists maintained by the Wirking Group are another option, as
|l ong as the maintainer nakes the |list inaccessible after | ANA creates
the registry. A nore formal, perhaps less risky nmethod is for the
authors of the registry-creating docunent to function as the initial
registrar.

In this scenario, the authors update their | ANA Consi derations
section with allocations for other in-progress docunents, assigning
val ues and nami ng the appropriate docunment in the registry's
"Reference" field. Wen their docunent is approved for publication
as an RFC, | ANA re-publishes the registry contents, including
registrations that refer to other docunents.
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7. | ANA Consi derati ons

Thi s docunent defines early registry creation procedures that will be
i mpl ement ed by | ANA

Specifically, ANA will create early registries, nanage the resulting
al l ocation requests, track and report expiring early registries, and
initiate the early registry renewal process in accordance with this
docunent .

8. Security Considerations

As noted in [RFC7120], it is inmportant to keep in mnd that denial-
of -service attacks on | ANA are possible as a result of the processes
defined in this meno. |1ANA may at any time request that the | ESG
suspend the procedures described in this docunent.

[NOTE: I ANA will ask for guidance in describing other potential
security issues.]
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